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X HEY soon passed San Juan del Puerto, 
forded the Bio Tinto, and arrived at Mo- 
guer. They found the detachment of 
troops quartered there on the akrt, and 
Leblanc stopped for some time to com- 
municate with the officers who commanded 
it. They were not, however, detained 
long; but leaving the town they kept to 
the light, and shortly after arrived at the 
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hard sandy sea beach, which continued 
until it brought them to the mouth of the 
Guadalquivir, sometimes skirted by loose 
sand-HHs, and sometimes by a hiffh bold 
coast, which occasionally left them but a 
few yards* breadth of play a or sandy beach ; 
while the old ruined watch towers, which 
they passed at intervals, afforded subject of 
coQversatiofi to the guide, who had some 
^kg-y to relate at every ome, which he 
managed to spin out tmtil the distant 
appearance of Uie next introduced s^mie 
legend, or more recent occurrence, this re- 
membrance of which was attached to its 
name by the inhabitants of the country. 
He traced the etymology of the name ^f 
the Torre delOro, and of the rivulet whiok 
runs into the sea by it, pressing into his 
'service, ' to -explain the derivation, Bomfe 
legendary t^ drawn from the time ©f the 
Moors in Spain. At the Torre de Les- 
perilla, he related the circumstenceB of the 
shipwreck 'of a Sritish veseei laden' with 
porter ahd reuBds of beef for tiie BftgUisli 



garriaan at Cadiz : this gave him an opr 
P^rtunity of laughing at t}^ Jg^Qsh^ and 
reprobating Hmv 0&im^s interferencje m the 
affairs of 6pain, m the hope of pleasing the 
companions of hiis joxirney* With the 
aame wtentien |ie jdated the ;diseoi»^tufe 
of a party of C^}e)ri:^as> in a oontest which 
had lately oc<^sed^ wh^n the ^pii^iariH 
Imviog siuddmjy f^en ^apon m^ 4iAvm 
hack tibe de^achnii^fit o£ :£>mch tro9|^ 
which occupied Mi>gyi£f, wf9^^ roqtedf and 
nearly annihUa^edxby the Fr^en^h^ who h^d 
received i^f^i^c^mqats h^wf $n t^ Topr^ 
de CarboR£9ra and that of J^ IJ^^m^ 
The voluhUJty of tihe feasanU who enr 
grossed the whole conversation in jr^piefaftr 
ix^ these tales, allowed the taciturnity of 
Alvarez tQ pass unnefiaarked ^y Jieblanc 
HavJiqg reached t^. Torre de Si^p Jacinto, 
the town ^/ Se^ Lacar ^(^ned to ^^ 
view. Tifee Gruadrfquiyir sfcBJ lay |>^)ri^9 
thppfi aifcd th^ tf^wiji, a^ to paais iU i* /wps 
aeciessaiy 4^ gp # short wiay *ip the tiv^B 
^rtigre, .baling, gpt .up©p tfee road to Mr 
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monte, they found a fOTy-boat which con- 
veyed them across. ^ 
At San Lucar they found every thing 
on the alert as at Moguer. Two regi- 
ments were under arms on the outside of 
the town ; and Leblanc, riding up to the 
commanding officers, was speedily encircled 
by a number of others, with whom he re- 
mained some time. It was four o'clock in 
the afternoon; and being very much fa- 
tigued and hungry, the travellers pro- 
ceeded to a posada, to which they were 
accompanied by several officers; and having 
ordered a dinner, Leblanc dismissed the 
poor peasant, whose garruHty had consider- 
ably contributed to shorten the distance 
they had come. Upon receiving his dis- 
missal and the permission to return to 
Huelva, he took off his hat, and hoping 
that his cheerful conversation might be 
considered a claim for a recompense, which 
he was certain he had^o chance of obtain 
ing for the services of his mules alone, he 
ventured to ask for a few rials. The 
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young, officers burst into a Iftugh, and 
one of them drawing his sword gave him 
a couple of blows with the flat of it> saying 
he was a very good guide» but that he 
must teach him better manners than to 
ask for money. The man mounted the 
first of his mules, which he had strung to* 
gether, and trotted off, making a motion of 
his hand by which the Spaniards express 
contempt and anger. 

At dinner Alvarez found that very little 
atteation was paid to him, indeed he was 
hardly noticed. The conversation ^as 
carried on in French, with which language 
he knew no more than what he had ga- 
thered from a bad master for a few months 
at Salamanca : the officers were not aware 
that-he was at all acquainted with it, and 
he was therefore not required to join ; but 
he perceived that the subject discussed was 
the battle of Barrosa, and Leblanc ap« 
peared to be giving an account of it, to 
which his companions paid particular at- 
tention. FeUx anxiously endeavoured to 
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taiderntttod ivfiat he was sa3ring, but to no 
purpose; he caught several words> but 
could not connect the sense. Whfle tiiej 
were jet at table, Leblanc was informed 
that a caleza (1) was at the doop^ and in 
a short time it was rapidly conveying him 
and Felix on the road ' to Puerto de Sta« 
Maria, which being an arrecife, or paved 
road^ they were enabled to go over it at a 
good pace. 

. After some common conversatiofB, Fdix 
attempted to discover by indirect questiont 
what sort c^ a reception be might esipect 
to meet at Puerto, or what Mosqoera had 
told Leblanc with respect to himself; foe 
although he had all akmg been endeavour^ 
ing to prepare himself for the examinatian 
which he anticipated at Port St. Mary% 
he trembled lest the account he should 
give of himself should prove inconsistent 
with that which Leblanc had received 
from his friend. His companion had been 
exhilarated by the wine he had drunk, and 
the society in which he had drunk it, and 
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he answered bim caidessl j, ak the same 
time huBamiiig the air of a bolero. BtUi 
from his answers FeUx could collect no^ 
thing satis£»cto(ry^ and as they approacb- 
ed the end of their journey bU^ anxiety 
inspired him with courage to put a direct 
question. 

'' Pray, Su*, what iaA Dontuia de Moa^ 
^era inform ycfCi was my intention in wish- 
ing^ to becoiBie your cdmpamon in this 
voyage ? " 

'< Oh, don't be afraid," replied Lefalanc» 
^ wlmteyer you have to cdnfUKiunicafie to 
ibe General is quite safe from me. I shall 
sol fi>restall your information, f(Hr Moft* 
quera has not let me into his cokifidenceJ 
He has merely told nle that yCvu hare 
information of importance to communicate 
relative to La Pena's conduct in the late 
battle for which you must be presented 
to the General the moment we anive at 
Puerto ; and not wishii^, 1 suppose, to trust 
to a verbal recommendation, he has giveix 
me a letter which is to introduce you*. He 
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is an excettent fellow that Mosquera; I 
have not met another Spaniard to be com- 
pared to him, and he deserves much praise 
for the service he has done us in Cadiz." 
Here Leblanc resumed the air which the 
question had interrupted. 

Alvarez had listened attentively as the 
Frenchman spoke, but he could collect no 
idea from what lie said. The first part of 
his speech puzzled and astonished him, and 
the eulogium of Mosquera completed the 
confusion in his brain. He knew not what 
to think of the information he was to give, or 
of the letter; but least of all could he under- 
stand how Luis had rendered service to the 
French in Cadiz. An idea of the trea- 
chery of his friend darted across his mind 
like a flash of lightning, but he instantly 
rejected it. To endeavour to unravel the 
mystery of Leblanc's words, Felix again 
addressed him. 

" Is Don Luis connected with the Ge- 
neral commanding at Port St. Mary's ? " 

** Then it appears you are not so well 
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acquainted with him as I supposed/' said 
Leblanc. ^* He has been about two years 
in the service of King Joseph, and went to 
Cadiz in the beginning of the siege, toge- 
ther with Sarchez and Valverde, byi order 
of Marshal Soult, for the purpose of col- 
lecting information. He told me that 
Stop, stop, calezera — ^Ah, mon 
ami, comment 9a va-t-il ? '' He addressed 
a young French oflScer on horseback, who 
rode up to the caleza, and he left his 
sqpeech to Alvarez unfinished. 

Felix fell back in his seat. The sudden 
discovery of the villany of Mosquera, and of 
the precipice on which he stood, was too 
severe a blow for him to bear ; his eyes 
swam, his head turned, and, though he did 
not absolutely lose his senses, his ideas 
floated confusedly through his brmn. 

The " Adieu, adieu," of LeUanc as he 
parted fiom his friend, and the motion of 
the caleza as it proceeded, roused Felix 
from this state, and awoke him to the an- 
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ticipation of the horrar^ which his heated 
imagination gave to his ataation. * What 
was he to expect firom the ktter with 
which Leblane was charged; what could 
be meant by the information which he wa» 
expected to give. It was with difficulty 
that he could admit the idea of his friend's 
treachery; but when he conadered the 
manner in which LeManc had stated it, 
and reflected upon the improbibaKty of the 
story which Mosquera had tcid him of his 
acquaintance with the French officer, he 
could not shut hki eyes to conviction. He 
couM not conceive how he could have bees 
made the dupe e^ such an arti^, much 
less could he account for the formation of 
such a plan to entangle him. His nuifnd 
wandered in vain to discover a cause for 
such treachery within the bounds of pos- 
sibility, untrl it had again gal isio a con- 
fusion of ideas, from which it was with- 
drawn by the appearance of the firs* 
houses of Puerto de Santa Maria, which 
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fhrdbly reminded bim of the necesatj cf 
dedding upon the line of conduct he was 
to pi»*sue hi his present emergency. 

It had been dusk for a considerable 
time, and when they entered the town it 
was quite daiic. Leblanc, from humming 
bis song, bad by degrees lulled himself into a 
slumber, which was uninterrupted by Al-^ 
▼ai«z, who was entirdiy occiqned by his 
own distressing reflections. Both were 
now roused by the stopping of the cale2sa» 
and the catezero's demand of what part of 
tifee town they were to go to. •* To the 
General^ quarters, at the house of Don 
Juan MdSno." As the cstleza fo-oceeded, 
the feelings of Alvarez were wrought up 
to the higl^st pitch of anxiety, and wheu> 
the caleza stopped before the door, he 
teoked to the interview with the Gdneral' 
as the pronouncing of the sentence which, 
was to decide his fate. 

They descended from the caleza^ and 
entered the patio of the house, where they 
were met by some French soldiers, who* 
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formed the General's guard. Neither the 
General, nor any of his staff, were witMn, 
but the officer of the guard was up stain 
with the family of Don Juan MoHno. 
They ascended the stairs, and went into 
the saloon where the family were assem- 
bled. LeUanc learnt from the French 
officer whom they found there, the agi- 
tation which the result the battle had 
excited all along the line of the besiegers, 
and was informed that the General and 
aU his staff had gone in the morning to 
Chidana, from whence they were ex- 
pected back in the course of the evening. 
After some deliberation^ and some private, 
conversation between the two officers, 
Leblanc told Felix that he would leave him 
under M. Fontaine's care while he went to 
the bureau de Vefat majoVy and that he 
would speedily return. 

The £Eimily tertulia, in which Alvarez 
was left, consisted of Don Juan Molino, 
who was a widower — ^his sister, his daugh- 
ter, and two ladies, inmates of the house, 
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irho, having been driven from their own 
by the insolence of the French officers 
failleted in it, had taken refuge in the hos- 
pitality of Don Juan, whose house afforded 
a kind qf protection, being that in which 
the General was quartered, whose con- 
sideration for his own comforts prevented 
him from annoying the family otherwise 
than by requiring, them to provide him 
with a sumptuous table, and to sacrifice 
the best apartments of the house for his 
use. The recent battle was the subject of 
eager inquiries from the whole group, the 
moment they found that Alvarez came 
from Cadiz. At first he was embarrassed, 
and hardly knew what to reply ; but find* 
ing that M. Fontaine was very imperfectly 
acquainted with the Spanish language, and 
was totally occupied in employing what 
tittle knowledge he^ possessed of it to ad^ 
vMttage, by endeavouring to get into the 
good graces of Dona Pepita, (2) one of the 
guests, he ventured to develope what he 
knew of the circumstances of the^ action. 
1 
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AhhoQgh be proceeded at first verf eau* 
tiously, he soon discovered which way the 
opinions of his auditors leaned, and re- 
jmced to find bimsetf once more amongst 
persons to whom he dared exftfess his real 
sentiment. 

He was.listened too with the giieatest at- 
tention, and the feelings g£ patridtisin and 
lojalty which he discovered in their man- 
lier, the expressions of alteraate delight, 
and regret excited by his namUive, which 
ike traced in theii-^ looks, and their ejacu- 
tfttiofis, convinced him that he could run no 
ask m decIoFing to them his real opinions, 
and the circumstances that had placed him 
in a situa3:ion which must excite a sns- 
pioion of their sincerity. Perhaps they 
might be able to rescue him froin the fate 
which he antidfpated. He was just fabout 
to^ open his mkid to them, aiid to implore 
their assistance or advice, when LeltoiG 
tetnmed. 

- He spcke apart fo M. Fontaine, then 
adldi^sing Alvarez, ^ I am ordered off to 
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Se?ffle," said he^ ^aad I musk go im- 
mediately. I have already made the 
Adjutant Geiieral acquanited witlh you^ 
but it cannot be iong hefbte the General 
amves, and you had bett^ deliver Mee- 
quera's latter to him yourself; here it i^/* 
Felix took it, returning as coital an 
answer to his familiar ^ adm^ amgo^ ^ 
he Gould fon» himself to gire, and LeUanc 
left the room. ^ 

Alvarez conM not reconcile Leldanc^ 
giving him the letter with his idea <g^ the 
proscription which he imagined it to coi>- 
tain. He casit an inqniisitive look towardsi 
Fontaine, wbo^ however^ seemed not to 
have acquired any suspicion ftom hs pink 
vate coi^varsation with Lebktnc ; fbr he 
continued his awkward attenqfyls. at con* 
versatiofi with Dona Fepita, with, the same 
uncoi^era as before. The &ct was, that 
Mosquera had feared that a development 
of the wlu^ of his plan to Leblane might 
induce him to behave in siich a manner to 
Alveres;, during their passage over, as 

4 



16 FELIX ALYAKEZ. 

might make him too soon acquainted with 
the deceit which had been practised on 
him. A mind skilled in guilt and deceit 
generally argues upon the probability of 
finding an equal share of cunning in its 
victim to that which is used against him ; 
and Luis concaved it possible that Felix, 
awakened to a sense of his danger before 
he arrived, might induce the boatmen, 
whose fidelity he knew was only pur- 
diased, to assist him in escaping from it, 
which might be easily done, by getting rid 
of Leblanc, or bringing him back to Cadiz. 
He therefore told Leblanc that Fehx was 
a man whose apostasy might be of con- 
sequence, and who would commuiiicate 
information to the French General; but 
at the same time he advised him not to 
converse with him upon any but common 
subjects, as, although the step he was about 
to take appeared to be a decisive one, he 
had no other guarantee for the truth of his 
profisssions. This advice Leblanc strictly 
adhered to, during their journey together ; 
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but having brought him to the very house 
of the General, from which he had no 
chance of escaping if he wished it, and 
being prevented himself from delivering 
the letter, he saw no danger that could 
result from leaving it to be delivered by 
the person to whom it related. It was 
this letter which contained the masterpiece 
of Mosquera's villany, and the bond of his 
security; for it w:as by this that he de- 
livered up the unwary Felix to the hands 
of his enemies. 

The tertulia had been enlarged by the 
addition of two French officers of superior 
rank, and this circumstance had prevented 
Felix from putting his plan into execution, 
for they were both well acquainted with 
the Spanish language, and were so dis- 
tributed in the small group as to render 
privacy impossible. It was late, and the 
General was still absent; Supper was an- 
nounced ; and the two French officers and 
Fontaine being asked to partake of it, 
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readiljr accepted the invitation. In the 
coarse of the erenii^ a servant bad come at 
different times into the room in ^hich they 

were sitting. The man's face struck 

■ 

Fetbc ; and after some time he rein^nbered 
him to be a young man whom he had 
known as the waiter at a posada in Sala- 
manca^ which he had been in the habit of 
frequenting. It was this man who an- 
nounced the supper ; and by a smile as 
Felix, passed Mm at the door of the 
comidor, or eating-room, he showed that 
the rtcdgnitibn wai mutual. Suf^r 
passed, and still the General had not re^ 
turned. Felix was silent ; his ipind was 
occupied in vagu6 hopes of esc^)iDg, to 
whidi the qppeariince of this Salamanca 
acquaintance gave a fcnrm, and drew to a 
point. He comjAained of great fatigue, 
and was itnmediately offered a bed, to 
which he readily assented ; and JVL Fon- 
taine promised him that he would himself 
inform him whea the General should ar^ 
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me. Don Juan had already retired to 
bed; but Carlo8» the dervaiit» tookacandk^ 
sad preceded Alrdrez to a chamber. 

The moment they entered^ Fdix re- 
minded the man of their acquaintance 
which he had not ao nn^h difficulty in 
doing, at in restraining the vokkbility 
with which he commenced a WBkmj g£ his 
adventures, since he left the posada of Loa 
lares Reyes^ in the Plaza» at Salamanca, 
Carlos,'' said Felix, interrupting him» 
you must save me firom the danger which 
menaces me, if I am here when the Greneral 
vetams : although your fate has placed you 
amongst these monsters that infest our 
country like wolves to devour us, you can* 
not be afriend to thcsr cause." 

^ Is t^ere a Spaniard that ^?" Cried 
Carlos, ** is there a man, woman, or child in 
all Spain, who does not burst with rage at 
thar cruelties? " I could not tell what to 
make of your coming amongst them, Senor: > 
I thought it was not your will that brought 
yon, 
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" I have been sent here /by treachery 
and deceit of ' the blackest kind," said 
Felix, ** and here is a proof of it." He 
drew Mosquera's letter from his pocket, 
and opened it. It was in Prench ; and 
Felix's disappointment at not being able to 
understand its contents was verj greaL 
He was enabled, however, to coUect the 
sense by means of Carlos, who, during his 
intercourse with the Frendi soldiers, had 
necessarily become in some degree con- 
versant in that Itoguage. For his ability 
to' read, he was indebted to his situaticm 
as head waiter at the inn of Salamanca, 
where Felix had known him : and wher^ 
as he was obliged to keep the accounts, he 
had obtained this superiority over the, 
great mass of Spaniards in his own station 
in life. The letter was as follows : 

'* The bearer of this letter. Sir, is a 
young Spaniard of good family, who has 
been peculiarly active in thwarting the 
endeavours of the loyal subjects of his 
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MsLJestj King Joseph, to obtain the in- 
formation, the early possession of which is 
so necessary to enable you to put a spe^y 
and a happy termination to the protracted 
siege of this dty. With a degree of cre- 
dulity, inconsistent with the activity and 
judgment which he has hitherto displayed 
in his exertions against the cause, he has 
fiiUen into the snares which I have laid for 
him, and enabled me to prevent the further 
impediments he might place in our way^ 
by r^Boying him from Cadiz, and placing 
him at your disposal. Might I presume 
to advise as to the punishment to be in- 
fficted upon him, I would venture to sug- 
gest, sdiould no more summary proceeding 
appear to you ti) be called for by his guilt, 
that he be seiit to Madrid to join the first 
convoy of prisoners that may be sent from 
thence to France. 
** With sentimientd of the highest respect, &c." 

As the intended catastrophe of this 
tragedy opened upon Alvarez, he could 
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hardly 1)elie?e the evidence of his tenses; 
but roused from the odntenqdAtkm of ids 
danger hy tfie neoessltj of adoptiag some 
mettns of esca^ig from it, he entreated 
Carlos to devise some piah to enable hins 
to leave the house foeftce the Geiiend m- 
turned to it. From the dncumstaiioe of 
Leblanc's having given him the letter, he 
conceived that he was ignorant of the oin- 
tents of it ; and te therefone supposed it 
possible thtBit he might have given no in- 
stpuctjons to the oftcer of the guard to 
prevent his egress ; but it was dangerous 
to tly the escperiment ; as, should he . be 
stopped bj the guard, the attempt would 
not only hasten hb destruction, hut {Movent 
the possibility of his ^sca^g fifpm it. In 
this emergency Cturlos devised a plan, 
which Fdix determined immediately ^ to 
put in execution. Carlos left him, and 
shortly after returned witli the sonday ap- 
parel of Don Juan's mozo de quadra, or 
groom, which he had taken from his loft 
over the stable. Alvai^^e lost no time in 



eqtt^ping hinisdf in this dress. The 
calzones, and chupa, or bbdy^dress, were 
«ooB adjusted, and tiiie chaqueta, the loosfe 
jacket, thrown over tlk left arm. A ^M»- 
brero gacho, or broad-briinmed peasatit's 
hat, covered his head to Itis very e jefannn^ 
and <^aat a ^hade over tiie w4iole of Us 
&ce. Urns metamorphosed, they hoped to 
be able to pass the sentry at the door witii^ 
out being stepped. Alvarez left ides own 
cidtbes as a reward to Catlos ; and gmng 
him %^des B^mie mom^y to repay the mozd 
for the loss of his holiday dress, iSbey cmh- 
tiously descended tihd staircase. 

It was not without reason that Alvarez 
had considered it necessary to use the pre^ 
Caution of disguise; for upon enteriag the 
pfe^o,<heywere aceosted by the ^^ fm wive ^ 
t3f the cestinel fit the door. 

** Why, what's the matter now," said 
OaAos 1 ** this is something' new ; ean't the 
servants of the house pass backwards and 
fwwards about thejr business ?" 

" The officer has just given 119 the 4:^0101- 
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dersign not to allow any one to pass out of 
the house tiU the Gener^ returns,^ replied 
the sddier ; **. tbtMefoie if you want to go 
out you nnist get his leave." 

** I suppose he wont refnse it me/' re- 
cturaed. Carlos> as he went to the gufu^- 
room for the pinpose of asking it, leaving 
FeUx at the foot of the stairs, in a stajbe of 
agitation not easily to be described. 

While he was gone, the soldier ad- 
dressed Imn in tolerable Spanish, '' I say, 
.Chico/^ hav'nt you a segar to give cme this 
<:old night?" 

Felix was too much agitated to reply% 

" Sacri nam : won't the rascal giv^ me 
an answer ? " 

The energy of the oath recalled Felix's 
attention from the guard-room, the dpcar of 
which he was anxiously watching, expect* 

* Chico is an adjective literally meaning Utile.' 
but taken substantively, it is the common manner 
of addressing strangers familiarly among the lower 
class of people, and a term of intimacy and afiection 
among the higher. 



iag to see M. J^aabaiaer oopoe e«t to cs- 

the soldier he had not got mmgm to give 

Tn» mmttf straag tagfthm k wmkat of 
blackguard expnsmms in SpMwh; iritb i 
good stodk cf wlBch. mook of the Erench 
ooMhini weK junmMidj ftif the pmpose if 
■MkiBg thesf insattff mdostoodl bjr tke iiii^ 
happf Spannids, whenever euKcamstaiidiBs 
ficevnrtdk them fima ung the nobee hittfr 
MgitiirhmguagB-of theswordartiie faaTiODfll^ 
and emfkUtA Hxtvt to Ite use o£ thin 
CenDgiies. The voliey oS ladieaBiilr /wMds 
wbfehhe wtti^gnnifaimgert waBidut'shoM; 
by the retam of Caito^ aoGOBn^auid hf 
(Aie Kigeaot wh» banght tte ordte 
offieeTy tfcail ihft^eeruDla dl ththeusetoighl 
pass untnterr^pteAy. This appaaiidr ib 
Felix his repiere from death, or worse 
tiian death, a state of slavery in France. 
He hurried by the grumbling sentinel; and 
as Cailos drew the string that lifted the 
latch of the portigo or small ddor, forming 

▼OL* II, c 
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port of the hage foldiitg gates which dosed 
the entiyinio the pailio, a dragoosLgalldped 
up to the gate. . 

*• Open the gates for the General,*'— 
^ Turn out the guard -' — ^were vod£erated 
bj &e dragoon, and the sentinel - 
« The Ubod ran cold' in the veins of Fe- 
lix; Carlos pushed him vidientlj throogfa 
the large doors now thrown open. *^ Adios, 
-^Dios It gttarder said he, pressing 
hand, and went back with all possible 
speed into ike house. Felix's presence ot 
mind returned to hiiiH-*-it was the moment 
'which was to save or lose him. • He turned 
down' the street, and making Us' way 
tiirdi^ the horses of the General's oortege> 
^ the risk of being* trodden doira by theil»» 
in a few mraients he had run the length <^ 
the street. 
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• » • < * 



't \ 



I 4 



FSLIX ALVAXEZ. Vf 






• « 



CHAP. X. 

r 

Convent of Vitoria turned into French Barracks.-^ 
La Buena Vista.— Convent of Cartuja. — Clones 
from a Spanish Thought.-— Muleteer's Song and 
Recommendation of his Repftst«---Spa]iiah Yienta. 
—Muleteer's Stoiy* , f 



TmPELLED by the fear of bdtig par- 
sued, Felix continued the pace with whiok 
•he first set off, traversed t street uflet Mxiett^ 
and arrived at bidt at tiie cow^ntof Vitoin, 
:the.l]iea|iUftil.g6rdjea$ of which are^.thie 
pride of Puerto de Stota\Maria,:aad tb^ 
fisfomed ; promeiuide ci its inhafaiUmte.?*^ 
Here he stopped for bjieatfa^ and sat dowa 
upon a bencl) ,iii one of the avenues. He 
had heai^.th^ tbid, coitvent had been made 
a banack of by the Fi^ench ; that its ti^- 
sures had:baen. expoaed to their pifiagfe, and 
iW WaUs to their prcifanation ; th^t':the 

6 2 
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magnificent church had been converted 
into a stable for their horses ; and that its 
consecrated roof re-echoed the sacrilegious 
blasphemies, which rendered their horrid 
talk more horrid. He was soon convinced 
of the truth of the in&rmation he bad re- 
ceive; to as he sat upon the bench, the 
Amjc at lAtechiiick JHnnwdiately btfivre 
him opened to allow a pmtf of horsemen 
to come out. The lights from the interior 
c^ the building enabled him to see this, 
«m| fl* tfie sight his fMirs retwnod; and bis 
kaaghmtlao taking in^ pielur«d thia d^ 
iMhflieol aa Mttirasg onlers to scour iSke 
wlKikcoiintijmaeaidi^fMra. Hethou^ 
«» move of tile firtigwa whjcb hadl kidwad 
hisi t» take last a««his qpot; but with liM^ 
itesh ifl^MBke he again aet off with A the 
speed h» atvengtih woidd adtnii o£ 

He traveHad Br fuM leagiie, keeping some 
jwdii off a Toa4 bf which» however, he 
guided hi^ steps ; and to make asaunaoa 
d^Mibljr swe, h» trusted not to tke daiknaws 
of the nighty bu« OBTeloped hkAsiir ki tke 



rial deeper duknen wfaidi the kDcurinit 
Ittaaicisfis of % thidcly plwited olif^-giove 
Iteew aronad* At imglh fat readied an 
arraite iwre dEbrtance from tfae road^ ujpon 
Ite point of a jiill wkich he had baea a 
h»iig ti|M aictndiag. It w« daserted^ and 
he ettleMd it; and, o^ wpom ^t d wfith the 
fiit%Qa wlflch he hadeadurad dues he left 
Cadii^ be laf duxiOH vtid won fell &M 

Sweet was tiie beam <^ the aaondag liMik 
anueed Mm £rftta hte stdtiy ted : he atdaa^ 
Md toedhig bi^Rsffe the IHOe altar Sa«ha 
dbapd^ he prafaed the AAme^fdSaik FraHt^ 
dMiCe that had preserved hte in the laidst 
of idie dangers whidi swnninded hiim Hte 
ofisoas fimeiied, he left the f^nnitei iiMt 
tcmMy was hk mitid mdHed to the late» 
dtcumstances of Ms WBr by the itene^ 
which presented itself to his view^ Hte^ 
was standbg upon the hi]l of La S^tM^ 
Vist^f so named from the singidal* beiauty- 
of the prospect seen from it, a ptrnvlntti^. 
featifire of which was the white-turfeted 
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dtjc of Cadiz, placed as by a;faiiiy8;hand: 
in'theimddle.of an extensive .and beautifiil 
bajr» the > shares .b£ wbich, diversified with^ 
wood, and vine^ and .bespcmkled .with towns 
and villages, of. a kindred colonr, seem :io 
&Em a perfect circle; as though, a magic line, 
were drawn. to restmn. the laild. &om. ap- 
jiroacbing the haUowed spot in the centre, 
^hich» like the fabled carbuncle of > the 
East» seemed self-supported, as akin to the, 
does,. beaming its brilliant rays above., the 
ewth* One little slender i^p of land alone; 
comiects the beautifuLspot to;the Continent, 
and a poet's ima^ation nnght fancy.it 
th^ arm (^ the god.of the land stretched 
out' to clasp this new-born Venys as she, 

rose from the bosom of the sea. But Fe- 

* 

lix,- though a disciple of Apollo, and ena- 
mou]?ed of the Nine, was not. in a frame, 
of. mind to court a muse on the prospect^ 
now before him ; he saw, perhaps, for the 
last time^ the spot whidi he would have 
gweow worlds that he had. never seen; 
wheMf in the dalliance of idle dissipation. 
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b^ had wasted those moments which ought 
to^ha^e.been employed in the service of 
his country, where ]ie had- gained a cruel 
experience of the depravity of human na- 
ture ; a depravity of which his imagination 
had not , formed; an idea, and which had 
been .exemp^fied to.faim.in the conduct of 
InS' dearest^ fiiend,. the man^ whom of ali 
others, he. had ^ taken to his heart. ..The 
ilpmemhrance of Ismena rose to his mind; 
he fanded .what she might think of him 
when die TCad his letter, if she yet Existed;, 
and, sighing, he resumed his journey. 
, .He continued the road' which he had be-, 
fbre taken, jHiesuming, from its. dio^ectipn, 
that .it led. to Xeres de la/ Frontera and 
Seville, towards which place he. directed . 
his steps. After ' the manner in wbidi 
Mosquera had deceived him, he hardly ex- 
pected to find the story of Rosa's situation 
at Seville a true one; but that city lay in 
the way to bis . father's hou^, whither it 
was his intention to proceeid as. speedily as. 
his finances enabled him, or as was con* 
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sistent with his safetj ; and lie Hnnight h 
would not be amks to inqime if radi a 
pevBon existed as her amit, whene narae 
and address he had received fimn Moak 
Queffa* 

In a couple of hours he came witfaiD 
sight of the coavent of Cartuja^ upon the 
hanks of the Guadalete. Bring timd, he 
left the road, and reached a Aadj spot on 
the hank of the rivser, where, throwmg 
himself under the shade €i a tiiec^ hig 
thoughts recoiwd to his vtuation uratk xe«^ 
spect to Boia. The akilfaieaB of the scenes 
imd of the river which flowed at his &et» 
calmed his mind; its name brought classical 
remembrances to it; and as he li^ he invo« 
hmtnily strung his thoughts into rhymes, 
wliidi may be thnsf trandated : 

Oae drsnght ef Lethe, and Tm free ! 
But tell me where may Lethe he? 
Is't in the beam frem other eyes 
Than those where memory's poison fies ? 
Ah nol no other glance is found 
. Wfth |Miwer to gitiTe a deepec wound. 



FELIX ALVAttE^. 88 

U it in distance wide betireeii 
The pi^esetit and i^membet'd scene P 
Ah ne i whatever meets my eye 
Partakes the form of her I fly. 
Is't Time the soothing draught that brings. 
In dewdrope gathering oti hig wings ? 
Ah no! fidl nmiy have I quaff'd, 
Koc felt the power of the draught* 
Does Sleep her w^d in Lethe dip^ 
And leave its moisture on the lip ? . 
Ah no I the mind that waking eeamd^^ 
Witifi love, stSi kxveth in itsdreamsi. 
Ijfi Death, alone that faringa the baini. 
That gives forgetfulnesa and calm? 
Ah no ! ray soul from^life set free,. 
Lethe, I cease to thirst for thee ; 
llien, 'merging f)*om this clog, of clajr^ 
Tb'iftimoKtal spirit hailea. sway, 
Andi deada'd fhim paBsioB's groBs^ name, 
The vapouv movtala tlunk thedSame^ 
My aoul, whose ess^ace all is lovei 
Its purer sentiment will prove ; 
Then with^ a pint's fondest eare# 
My being mix'd wilfa.piuest air, \ 

la glory round heit forte Til wind^. 
Her virtue guard, dii?e<^ hw knindi 
And all the jeya of Heav'n to. pnrre,, 
My 'BBstudmfbaXi t»e to Love« ' 

C5 
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He perhaps would have contiinied 
coupling rhymes for an hour, had he not 
been interrupted by a noisier song than that 
of his muse. It proceeded from a muleteer, 
who, having made choice of a spot not far 
from that to which Felix had ' retired, had 
relieved his mule of its load, and turned it 
loose to bite the herbage which was luxu- 
riant; and while- he emptied the contents 
of his wallet, and^. prepared for his own 
repast, he held converse with himself, for 
want of better company, by singing as loud 
as his lungs would permit. Felix ap- 
proached, and saw him through the trees 
without being disicovered. The song was 
merry, and Alvarez heard out a couple of 
stanzas before he disturbed him : 

Fortune osce was roving 

By thei ocean's side ; 
Cf^d diere was moving 
A ]iet along the tide: 
He glanced his eye. 
And chanced to spy 
The glittering goddess drawjagni^. 
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*^ Come, come/' saya he, . 
^^ And p]ay with me, 
'' Who'll catch the prettiest fish well see." 
Fortune took his offer, 
And Love began to scoff her. 

^ Fortune's hopes and wish^ 
A gaudy tortoise crown'd ; 
Cupid 'midst the fishes 
Biit one poor oyster found ; 
Then Fortune jeer'd, 
i - At Cupid sneer^dt 
As on the shore her prize appes^d; 
Cupid swore. 
He'd play no more, 
And his poor shell asunder tore. 

** Forbear," said Love, " to jeer, 
For see^a peai) is.here ! " 



. Alvarez separated the boughs, lusdi clisi* 
covered himself to the merry peasant. 

** Salud y pesetas amigOy' said the iiiu- 
leteer, " Health and wealth to you.'' (8) 

** Thanks, my fiiend,'' reputed FeKx; **I 
s(m in search of what you haye .foynd-^ 
shade tos repose ; and having found it, I 
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would fain £»ttv«r yow example, and re- 
fiesh my stomach as well as my limbs.** 

*^Pcir vida de mi santo,* weU met then,** 
rejoined the peasant ; ^ if there is not suf- 
ficient for us both, or the fare not good 
enough, well have a song and a segar to 
cheer us:-^come, fall Uy-^Mas 'oak un 
toma que dos te darir f 

The muleteer*s &re consisted of some 
pieces of bread, and the lemafais of a sal- 
chichon, er large tooid of dried sausage; 
and it was so heartily offered^ that Felix 
scrupled not to partake of it. He took his 
ip«t,"therefbr^ upon the grass by the master 
of the feast; and as he commenced the at- 
tack iipm the sausage, for which his iqppe- 
tite- hM w^ prepared him, the muleteer 
xeconuiieRded it irf^his jocose style : " I war- 
ning you> ma^y a count and a marquis 

"^ * « By the life of my saint.*' 

"'^ ** One iah is toorth ttioo Pit give you.^ A 

ft^oiilgr dbr b b9i«er Aaa a prbimtet See Note ^ 



nudees a wocse breakfast than we shall ;! 
though he be served with lA that money 
GSB buj, be won't have the oomfiirtahle 
hunger to satisfy that we have, imd he 
wonit relish his larities as we do our sal*- 
^Da Dias barbm 6 quicn no ticm 



» • 
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Pedro Romero^ tiie honest moleteer with- 
whom Alvare;^ had fallen ia, was an An«^ 
dalnsiaD peasant; Miio,^ wi<2iout cave aa 
withevt tiidi^ht^ k^ his mind emfApgrod 
and Ins: puisse lined by purchasiii|^ small 
qoaalitieS' of tinen and otiier articka at. 
eibrakan. whieh- he tonmsported by Ua 
mvfe^ at onee his £batuae and his go»» 
paiiion, te^ Sev31e» or otber town^ wben^ 
he found a proAtidble market fer his ve»^ 

tures*. Themerry tumof his^oonveaeiatioiv 
ssd dio ^tness of heart finnn which 
ft arose> were charaetaistics not eai^ 
iqmsse^*^ IS he travelled idone he amused 



, a f^Godgivff. bcsrds to those vbo hare nosfoa 
dans." SseNote(S). 
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himse^ ivith smging some of the thousand 
tiranas or polos, provincial and national 
^ airs» with which his memory was stocked; 
if he fell in with any one no matter whom 
he .was .soon haU-fellow-well-met with him^ 
and quickly rendered his society agreeable 
by the jokes and merry tales with whidi 
he entertained his coinpaiaion, and of which 
he had^ a good store : if any misfortune 
befeU.him, if his mul^ were pressed by ^ 
French, he. forgot his grief as soon as the 
expression '.of it passed his lips, and it was 
gaierally : confined to . a few round oaths 
energetically delivered; then putting his 
shoulder to the wheel, he got . out of the 
scritpe as. soon. as he; could,, although hh 
continuance in it made tio alteration in his 
naerry mood. , . / 

f Alvarez was , soon well acquainted with 
the good-humoured Pedro ; and having told 
him that he was going to SeviUe, they 
agreed to proceed j together, sharing alter- 
nately the relief afforded 'by the mule> 
whose load Pedro always took care so to 

6 
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proportion a^ to allow of the occasional 
addition of his own weight, without op- 
pressing the animal too much. They 
passed by Xeres de la Erontera without 
entering the town; and having hfdted for 
some time .at Las Cabezas de San. Juan, 
they arrived at nightfall at the > Yenta de la 
AlcantariUa. ^ The miserable accommo- 
dations which this inn afforded at the best 
of times, were now rendered much worse 
by the frequent passage of the French 
s^diery; who, at each visit, .took care 
to leave nothing in it which they could 
devour or conveniently carry away. Alva^ 
rez and Pedro therefore contented themr 
selves with some eggs and a saUad fo^ 
their supper, and made a cloak, stretched, 
out before the fire, serve for their bed ; or^ 

* Ventas are solitary iims> erected at convenient 
distances from towns or villages, where travellers 
take rest. They are generally miserable sheds*, 
which afford better accommodation for horse than 
for man* 
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as Pedix> expressed himself^ hicieron la 
Twca del galgoT ♦ 

They were journeying with the earKest 
>dawn. Pedro had been so satisfied and 
amused by his own conversation on the 
preceding day, that he had beeii too much 
occupied to observe the silent melancholy 
appearance of FeKx. It, howeva% strode 
him on this morning as they left the 
venta. 

' •* Why so sad, camarada? — all does 
^ not seem to be weB with you, I dare 
be sworn now that the kiss of some little 
gipsy gk*l fieishioned your mouth that 
way when you left her, and you're afraid 
t<y disfcmb it with a smile. Come, cheer 
up, man, we are going to Seville,, where 

the giris have as black eyes, and as brown 

* 

skins, as iu any part of Andalusia ; — aye, 
and as tender hearts too; llie ^psies 

* ''They made the greyhounds roll;" meaning 
that they rolled themselves up like a dog when he' 
ileeps in a comer. 



that you will find shall make you &i;get 
those jou kit behind. — La mancka de una 
mora con otra verde se quita.* The gbls 
of Se^e shall make yoa briiig va^ your 
love, as Don Fnmcisoo de A^^uirre wanted 
to make old Father Antonio, the Cartujau 
Friar, tning up his."' 

Felix mquira} to what he alluded. 

^ What J did you never hear the atory 
of the beairtiful Anduessa, the flower of 
the Bairio de lUima?"t (4) 

Felix nqilied in the aegadve* 

*' Stop tiUI lig^ my segar, and TiL teU 
it you then." 

He speedily perfbrmed the operatiion 
of striking a light upon his yescOf or linen 
prepared in the manner of tinder, but 
wlnte and spungy, with wfaidi every S^«»' 
niard of all ranks is commonly prorrided; 
and having communicated the spaik to his 

• " The stain of a ripe radberry is taken out by a 
green one." 

t The Barrio tfe Tmna is one of flie handsomest 
divisions of the City of Seville. 
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segar, and returned the little box cont^- 
ing his apparatus into his pocket, he re* 
Slimed his discourse. 

• " Xa Mariquita Andaessa was the most 
beautiful girl of her Barrio in Seville. 
There was an image of the Virgin (5). 
before the house where she . lived, • and 
the young men used to go and kneel before 
it for hours together, pretending to pray, 
but all the while watching for an oppov-^ 
tunity of seeing .her at the rejaJ*. But 
it was all labour lost; for although they 
saynr her often enough, and used to make 
signs that she might either ' take as a 
kiss to herself, or a cross to the Yirgifi, a$* 
the humopr. suited her, she slw^ys :mstook- 
tiiem for crosses, and by devoutly crossing* 

r 

herself at the same time, crossed the love- 
9iakingintention of ? the gaUants ; for she 
was betrothed to Don Francisco de Aguirre, 

* The lower windows of all the houses in the 
towns of Spain have an iron grating before them, 
from tlie top to the bottom, projecting more than a 
foot from the wall. These are called rejai. 
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a bnaye and handsome .cavaUer,; of a worthy 
family and characjDer^ and being a very 
patterp of virtue herself, she never. thouglitc 
of swallowing the sugar .phims. that, ihfi 
gay young men of Seville threw at her 
beauty. - -» 

« But. there, was a rascally cM-.&iar: — , 
Ul-luek. to him— K>ne Padre Fray Antonicv 
who bdk^nged to the Cartujan convent in^ 
$eviUe-T-aU • a set > of . reprobates alike;; 
Dios los cria^^y ellosseJuntan.f^ — lUrluql^ 
ta'em.agfdn* say I. This Father Antomo^; 
as I told you, cast his eyes ^pon this pari^, 
gon of perfection, and he must i^eeds fall; 
in love<as well, as all the rest of .the world. 
At ^ first he only, stopped at. the window, 
when he saw her there, and crossed her,/ 
which blessmg. she received with all due^ 
humility, from one of the holy father s 
calling. — * The blessing of the holy Virgin 

be upon you!' says he. * Mil gracias^^ 

. •■ 

* Synanymoiis to^Birds of a fe^tber flock toge- 
ther. 
t A thousand thanks* 
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saf 8 «Iie» Mid 80 be passed on. Bttt <^ 
#oiiIda*t do fto" the old father ; by degrees 
ke got into conrersatum with her, find 
fspcke most rdigiom words to her, whkh 
she, having been brought up under a beatu^ 
of a mother, took for so many stefNS as* 
cended dT the ladder of her salvaticm. He 
wanted herte make him her confesrsor ; but 
hear mother had already diosen a ram fttm 
the same flock, and as btack a one^ thS8 
linr aii^glit I know. As he used to OMne 
and see her at tihe re}a almost ^&j erexh 
iogi he began at hurt to be a fittle bolder, 
sGod to mix some kisses with his crosses 
too, which the simfde girl took for a bless* 
ing, not knowing that they carried the 
sting of the derifs own curse. As he got 
on so weU he took hearty and finding it so 
easy to take his own heart, he thought' 

* Be4Ua is a name given to a certain order of 
Buns, who live out of convents and mix in the world, 
dcring' acts of virtue and devotion ; but in modem 
language it is generally and sarcastically applied to 
any woman who affects much devotion* 



Ik iMs^ iM>l be d]%i4fe to. take ben; m 
one evening he mugtered up coura|g;Qk 9$4 
^okeA bi^ to let hm come into the house 
tifae next ^f 1^ tJMD mat* tim^(€i) and tp 

: <^ ]!if«i%iijto clid QottnjAw irhal to tlw|: 
oEtbia^ Vui ^he did not like to; kit him 
qwie ipti tjH. 9be haiit aahf^ Qw Fi^aociim^ 
and so ^e ]H^ liin» off,tja.0wiAer.da^ 
hiit tm Jorw kn^iR nevjF W4U "wk^t ta 

tUnh of it» afl4 ho tdd her whufc sprt/^ it 
wolf she hni to do^ nKith^ffest up w Ae^'s 
cAntUpg* ' But/ aajfa ho, * wo muft 
mak» hia bodl fyt hinK* Mwiqwta^ jia« 
imiak treimd thait 7#u iwdeisteul tUa 
coiRt'pated raacaU anA y^ nnat let }dm 
comem Onfy giire iwe m>iim vii^» h9 w 

to be with you.' The ghrl eKtqyed 9ito 
thtfjake of iV 8«dpi»ye4 h«K paitap weU 
ihal thfe moK^T ^ a^wr Mto«ia smkei^iif 

to entrap him* 
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Jingeri* with ddtight at having cai:^ht 
iiis bird. ' - ' 

*' The next day was named, and the 
Padre Fray Antonio took devilish gi)od 
care that he would not be behind his hcrur ; 
but Don Francisco was before his horn, 
tod, hid up' in a closet in the nxmi, was 
preparing the hour of retribution for the 
fiiar. Mariquita put on aU the airs she 
had learned from all the plays she had ever 
read, that she thought would suit the 
occasion; and her lover, quietly < waiting 
until he cduld not be mistaken as to the 
intention of Fray Antonio, opened his 
doset door, and appeared like a ghost 
to the astonished child of the devil, holdings 
a large bottle' in one hsind, and a drawn 
^word in the other. • « 
i *' Olat here he. has you, Mr. 
h<^ wifi you get out '^ thi$ fiHcrape ? Don 

* Chlsparte hs dedoi is a fatniliar exprenrion very 

ClKDlttOIl* ' i ' - 
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FELIX ALVAREZ. 4? 

_ * 

Fhm^icisco threw half a doeen round ones * 
at Mm: ' and Jdow/ sajs he ^ you villain, 
•you des^ve a worsen &t6 than what my 
'mercy.has designed for you: look at this 
bottle; it contains something to mortify that 
Jbody of yoars» and make you vomit forth 
the love' that the * devil has put into yo«l. 
It is only a gentte mix:ture of ipecacuanha^ 
tartar emetic^ ' and otha* such pleasant iilr 
gradients : take your choice/ either, the 
contents of the bottle to the very dregs^or 
the blade of my swoi*d to the very; hilt; 
one or other, must go into. your< stomach.' . t 
. ^' Ooly fancy the friar, ; begging- and- en« 
treating for jnercy^and the cavalier sweating 
he would give him none, but quietly poui^qg 
out the comfortable cordial intp^a basoH 
which he bad pf dvid^ on >the : Qcq^sioif. 
Tia/t they say you may as wdl havefto do 
with the dfevil as with his son; and if this 
Mar was nbt his SG(n, and his eldest son too, 



■i . 1 . > 



♦ A manner of exprjessing to swear oaths^ecjlisrr- 
los redondo, ... . v , _^ , 
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he miBt lunre been the 4le?il himadf ; for 
whfle DoD Franciseo wm Idikfy prepmnrng 
the pbtatioA for him, oat he polk two 
fUtcIki KoA belAs one to ewh of . thdr 
headi. 

^ Tmrn/^-^ncfw Wi Ae^ Mv"^ tanw 
.£ferJr 0#iiA»f iiwi»#ir^#,f ''iagFibe?*^no«^ 
ay p i etty eupaingpBMv if eittier rf ya<» stir a 
foot, Otte of diese pistok jpMveiitik a soeoBl 
step. Mttst valorous kpigblMirantr hsvt 
the geodiii9s» to* present thsit goUct te^ the 
heindsc of yoat aAJmrntifot Buldncm Ad 
Tobes^; ei^4oymi,eBchaneuig^I>iikiBee» 
tdiee cem not to Annk more than half of 
its eontentsi that yoiir magiBMnnnKMM knis^t 
tnay here the pfeasure el driaidag yamt 
health in the other;'^ 

^ m was no use to taft^ or to prap^tfae 
vfilmi of a Fadre w»^]nexmAbh& ani^ failb» 

* AaetplelfaQC^|t»8iioaiiiacbuisdpLlqw]^ 
guage among the Spaniards, 

t << To wound with the weagoat wUch .Hvait 
ased against you,** thai k lo^tata the tabbi i^pw 
yoo. 
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he made them drink tip the whde of the 
nice stuff that Don Francisco had prepared 
for him, taldng care that each should 
have his share. Then keeping his pistols 
sdli pointed at the lorers, and retiring 
faaeikwaords to the door : ' I am sony/ sajri' 
he, ' that I cannot indulge myself in the 
pleasure of waiting to behold the salutary- 
effects of the wholesome medicine you have 
taken ; but I have no doubt they will be 
sufficiently rapid.' Then leaving the room, 
he double locked the door, and left the dis- 
comfited lovers staring in each other's face. 
** It was n6t long before Don Fi'ancisco 
found that his apothecary was an honest 
man, and had sold him very effective physic. 
Both he and his mistress made a bolt to 
the window, as the key was still turning 
in the door ; and when they reached it, they 
began to reach out of it, as if the house had 
been a ship in a rolling sea. Father An- 
tmi^i as( he passed by the window, delibe- 
rately gave them his blessing, and walked 
on ; La Anduessa and her lover were obliged 

VOL. II. B 
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to confess themselves sick of joking with 
fiiars, as they lay in their beds for a week 
afterwards." 

The itiirthful vein which this story ex- 
cited in the traveUers, continued throughout 
Uie whde of the day, and towards eTemng 
they came withiir sight of Seville. 



i 

i 
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CHAP. VI. 

Seville. — ^Buiiuelos.— Serenade. — Night Adventure 

in the Street. 



^UIEN no ha visto Sevillay no ha vista 
maravilla, * says the Proverb ; and as 
Felix approached it, he felt inclined to ac- 
knowledge the justness of the saying. The 
already advanced spring had began to array 
all nature in uniform verdure with the un- 
changeable orange-groves and light olive- 
woods which surround that beautlM city ; 
and although the strong perfume of the 
orange blossom had not yet spread iis 
balmy influence over the surrounding at- 
tnosphere, yet the combined aromas of 
tliousands of plants and flowering shrubs 
that crowd the gardens with t^hich it is 

. * ** Who %m not «ee& SeviUe.luuE^raot seen a 
wonder." 

© 2 
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environed, made amends to the delighted 
sense for the absence of its more powerful 
fragra n ce Embosomed in this delicious 
site, formed of luxuriant nature's sweetest 
ad(Hiiments, arose the towers of Seville; and 
superior to them all, the steeple of <the far- 
famed cathedral, the extreme point of 
wMdi supports that gigantic £gure, so won- 
derfully well poised that it obeys the im- 
pulse of the gentlest breeze, while its equi- 
librium remains uninjured, by the raging 
storm. (7) 

The sun was setting as Felix and his 
merry companion turned into the avenue 
of trees by which the city is approached ; 
and the lingering twilight had made its 
last struggle with triumphant night as they 
watered its gates. The appearance of the] 
French sentries at their posts, and the 
soldiers that they continually met, made 
FeUx shudder; and to the horror with which 
he looked at them as the destroyers of his 
country, he added the fear of findrnqg;! & tach 
a personal enemy. After having taken 
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some refreshment in a posada, with his 
friend Pedro Romero, he took his leave of 
him for a while, premising to join Mm in a 
^ort time at the same posada, where he 
purposM^taking bis night's lodging. ^ 

Alrare^ inquired foi* the alatneda vieja, 
where the street terminated in which Mo^ 
quera had told him that Rosa's aunt lived. 
He walked some time backwards and for- 
wards under the trees which divide this 
Alameda into avenues, endeavouring suffi- 
ciently to prepare his mind either for a 
meeting with Rosa, or to find that the tale 
of her existence., and that of her situation, 
were equaUy fabulous, and that he waa 
onoe more to be the victim of the false- 
hood of his Mend. Whenever he reasoned 
with himself, it was hardly possible to sup- 
pose that there coidd be any truth in the 
statement ef her residence at Seville ; bat 
- fe loVer's hope is so easily fed, that, in spit© 
of reason and probability, Felix could n 61 
avoid persisting in his intention of ascer- 
taining, at least, whether i^ was indeed.^ 



54 VSLIX ALVAREZ. 

Seville. Having made up his miod to in- 
quire at all events as to the residekice of 
Dona Catatina Banez» the aU^;ed aunt of 
Rosa, by whose death she had been left in 
an unprotected state, he at length took his 
way down the street which had been named 
to him. It was a principal one, and the 
houses seemed 1^ be such as woiiUl belong 
to persons of fortune. He stopped about 
the middle of'it, . and addressed an old 
woman who. was setting bu^uelos* at the 
comer of a turning, 

*' Is there a lady called Dona Qatarina 
Banez living in this street ?" 

^* It. is easily seen you don't belong to 
this.bamOif man, or dse you would know 

* Bunuelos are light cakes made of batter fried 
in oil, which the old women who sell them toss into 
tiieir pans with great dext^y, and allow to remain 
OD^ a few seconds swinuning in the oiL Bafiueleras, 
the W<)men who sdl them, generally take their station 
al the comer of a frequented street, and find a ready 
cnstom from the passers by. 

f Towns in Spain are divided into^iamo^ as they 
ilt ia- England into parishes. 
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Do&a Catarina well enough. That's' her 
house in fi^nt of you." 

Alvar^ trembled. >^ Is not Dona Ca- 
tarina lately dead ? '' 

*^ Dead! It must be since the siesta, 
then ; for I saw her go into the house my- 
self at that time, and plenty of gay peo^ 
go in smoe. Why, there'd half the French 
officers in Seville gato her tertulia every 
night." 

This answer astonislied and conftised 
Alvarez : he abruptly left the (HA woman, 
and removed a little fiu^ther off— opposite 
the house. - What was he to think of this? 
Mosquera apparently had spoken the truth, 
as to. Rosa's being at Seville, but had mis- 
represented her situation for the purpose 6i 
inducing him to leave Cadiz. And f#r 
what ? He could not understand it, but 
sd31 he had reason to suppose that his Bosa 
was in the house before him. His first im- 
pulse, as 4his thought came into his mind, 
was to step forward and gain admittance : 
but as he approached the door, he wltbhehl 
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his foot ; for . he considered, that he had no 
tale formed to account for his. appearance, 
or the dress which he wore ; he recollected, 
too, that the Bunuelera had told him that 
the tertulia in this house was nightly fire- 
jquented by French cheers, and that she 
had seen many persons enter that evening. 
He was therefbre forced to defer the ha|^ 
piness of a meeting with Rosa, until the fdL- 
lowing morning, when he hoped that It 
;wa$ possible that he might meet her alOne. 
While tbese thoughts were parsing in his 
mind, two French officers turned the cov- 
ner, passed by him, and entered the house. 
He felt a pang at the idea that these mis- 
creants were going to ^joy her spdety, and 
he slowly returned towards the posada, 
where he had left the honest Pedro. 

He found him with a guitar in his hand, 
happily employed in amusing a circle that 
. were assembled around him in the kitchen, 
by singing tender tiranas, and long le- 
gends. He took his seat in a corner, and 
. remiunsd entirely engrossed by his own 
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thoughts. Sudden silence wiU awaken a 
maii who has gone to sleep in a noise ; so 
the cessation of Pedro's guitar had the 
effect of recalling the thoughts of Al- 
varez, which had been for a long time 
uninfluenced by the surrounding objects. 
It was late. The party were separating ; 
some returned to their allotted beds ; others 
to the stable, to share that of their mules ; 
£oT it was a posada» such as Pedro Romero 
might be supposed to, frequent, and Al- 
varez, from his appearance, and the comr 
pany in which . he came, was not expected 
to be more nice than his neigU(K>urs. 
Taking a cloak, therefore, wfaidli was of- 
Jered him, he threw himself down upon. a 
bench which was fixed along one side of 
the kitchen. 

. It Was in vain that he attempted to sleep; 
.his mind was too busy in firaming the stpvy 
with which he was to gain admittance into 
Doiia Catarina*s house, and with fancying 
the interview which awaited him there. 

% ' • ■* * 

Restless^ and tired of remaining in a IjP^ 

D 5 
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posture upon haid boards, he got up, and; 
going to the window, he opened it The 
brilliancy of the stars, and the mildness 
and calm of the night, inspired him with a 
desife of enjoying it in a more open si- 
tuation than the nanrow street in which 
the posa4a stood; and with the intention of 
satisfying his desire by taking a walk to 
the alameda vieja^ he set out, taking with 
him the guitar which Pedro had been 
laying upon, and which be was enabled to 
fiiid on the waU where it hung^by the dim 
^t of ihb CM£&7^whidii had been left 
bummg. 

By the time<he arrived at the alameda, 
he had recollected the words and accoob- 
poniment of a lidle song whidi he had 
composed at Madrid, for Rosa, in the in^ 
ftacy of his affection for her.; and when he 
bad rehea^rsed it a few times upon one of 

* A candil is the wont and. commimest kind «f 
lamp in Spaing it is composed of a small pan of pil 
with a cotton wick hanging oTer* the side> and is 
hooked up to the wall. 
6 
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the benclies under the Hvseaxj^& of trees, he 
ventured again to approach the house of 
Dona Catarina Banez. He contemplated its 
external appearance for some time, and 
was grieved to find, from the appearance of 
the windows which looked into the strqet, 
that they could not belong to any piincipal 
rooms, which he conjectured must all look 
into thepBtio: in a nselancholjr.inood 
he sat him$df down upon thespolktiUQf^ 
ot 9tQne.seat at the ido(Hvway^ findl 9£b&c 
prehidilig some time, he sang the song hf 
had been trying to remember i 

My wild guitar is strong for thee. 

And love has given it nil its tone i 
Naiight ask I of my mel0dy 

S^ve that It pleasetli thee alone* 

•/ 
And as thy gentle: accekits pfovtt 

. That love withimusic win^ his dart, 

Hope whispers 'nciidst my chords, of loVe 

That one perchance may touch thy heart. ' 

* PoUetiUo is a [N'<9riBC»al' name 'girien to t|le 
0t<Hie jBeats eqwiiun% placad on each tide, of the 
docflot qf the hoiiae^ifi Aiidal>i«a>: 
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Cense, my guitiur, the omrelcome sound. 
Nor break the spell that binds the fair : 

Her casement bids thy strain rebound. 
Nor hope to find an entrance there* 

Sleep, jealous for her sister Night, 

Has prest her pinions on that lid 
Whence darts a ray that beams so bright 

The stars of heaven would all be hid. 

His band was arrested at the dose of 
this stanza by the opening dt- a window 
above. He listened attentively, and he 
was,convinced t^at some one had been atr 
tracted by his serenade, ^md had opened 
the window. Still no one spoke; and after 
waiting a few moments, he again struck his 
guitar, and sang a little popular song very 
well known; in which, however, he sub- 
stituted the name of his miisttiipss for that 
commonly inserted, as happily it did not 
affect the metre* 

Rosa, we live but by loving, 

'Tis life in tiiy gbttices I seek, 
Thy heart never knew tlu^ 'Iwas moving 

Till the dowa bad been kiss'd off thy ebeAi < 



£ye» are but crystals mbeaadng; 

They're diamonds, if love but inspire : 
Bosoms are snow^ as they're seemmg, 

Till Love give them warmth with his fire. 
Love 'tis giveth, 
Joy that liveth, 
And days that' never tke. 

When first of my flame you partook, love, 

The god to thine eye gave his light ; 
As the^aon-beim that piays 00 yon. brook, love, 

Thy glances were tr^blingly l^right. 
Hours have roll'd by like the stream, love. 

Thy looks still as tenderly play; 
Many wavelets have pass'd the moon-beam, love. 
Bat each has reflected the ray. 
Hours are flyii^, - 
Love^ wings trying, 
But he flies as fast as they* 

" Then it is you, Seiior Antonio/* said 
a female voice from the window, at the 
dose oStim sosg. 

All the romantic imaginings of Felix'^ 
hrain, as he was singing his serenade, 
an the enthusiastic fE^ncies whidi had 
given fresh pathos and feeling to his voices 
were blown away by these few wolrds 5 fot 



they evidently proceeded fSromati fimorous 
chambers-maid, with whose voice he was 
as little acquainted as she appeared to be 
with that of her lover Antonio, although 
she addressed him familiarly isx the second 
person singular.* There was* a pause. 
The voice continued : 

" In consequence of youi? gall^try 
in giving me. a serenade, • I wfll forgive 
your want of it last Sunday, and take you 
into favor again, as my mistress has done 
Monsieur Charles.'' 

Alvarez was upon;, the^ poiiik of saying 
*' fFho is your mistiiess ? '' bttt recollecting 
that the consequences of the question 

* In common conveiBation a Sp^aiard addresses 
the person to whom he is speaking, by calling him 
ar . her ttsied, which is an abbreviation of xntestrii 
mercedy or your honour, using of oounM the verb in 
the third' person siAgulat : pttf^mt beWrtenj yhom 
there is a greater degree- of .intimacy or famjli^ty 
converse in the second person singular, calling ea^h 
t)tlier tUy or thou. The second person plural, voi, 
it. Used by aa> indferior- addresmng . a superior ia 
poplicdl liWgUigfe 
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would be tihie discovay of the mistake, and 
the destruction of his . hope of obtaining 
further information, he modelled the words 
which had sprung to his lips mto '^ Where is 
yorar mistress? '* 

*^ Oh! she is safe enough/' rej^ed the 
girl. Monsieur, Charles has »supped with 
her, and my services are dispensed with ; 
if you^aa make Andres hear you over the 
stable, and he wiU let yon in, you need 
not fear either her or any, one else, for the 
hou^e is all quiet long ago. 

Felix now determined in his own mind 
tiiirt this was not Rosa's servant, though she 
might be Dona Catarttia's 4 but . he con- 
sidered that if he could get in, and coo- 
verse with her^he might obtain all the infor- 
mation he required from her; and should it 
be of a nature to mduce him to leave the 
house, ' the maimer of <his introduction into 
it would at all events secure herx^secrecj^. 
He thought it best to retaiu the cha^ 
racteir -which had been thus forced upon 
bini, ifli^ he dipuldi be enabled f^lly to 
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explain himself^ as a partial explanation 
would be sufficient effectually to prevent 
his success. Mounting, therefore, upon the 
stone bench on which he had been sitting, 
he was enabled to reach the 8mall«*fcarred 
window of the stable, or what he supposed 
to be such from its usual situatioin at 'the 
entrance of the houses, in the towns of 
Andalusia, and he hegan to call, upon 
Andres, who he was in&rmed. slept ovfer it. 
The time which elapsed before his re- 
peated calls were answered enabled Alva- 
tez to reconsider his plan ; and it came into 
his mind, that it was unnecessary for him 
to run the risk of entering the hous^ in a 
&Ise character^ when he might learn all he 
wanted to know from Andres himse^ with- 
out going any farther. The reasonableness 
of this plan determined hini to pursue it; 
and. when, therefore, after repeated caS&a^ 
the lazy g^oom came at last to the wiandow 
of. his loft, instead of asking admittance, 
he told him that he was a stranger in Se- 
ville with business of importance lor a lady 
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in that house; but not beii^ certain. whether 
he was right, he had called him first rather 
than alarm the whde family at that late 
hour. This apologizing eKordimit prepared 
the way for his question ; ^ Is there not a 
young lady of the name of Rosa de la 
Pena residing with your mistress ? '' 

*^ Malhaya la madre que te parid^ * 
exclaimed the grumbling Andres ; '^ what 
do you want here with your cock and a 
bull story sdbout ladies living with my mis- 
tress? There is no 'senora in this house but 
Dona Catarina Banez, the mistress of it* 
Go to the devil with your Rosa de- la 
Pena;" and, swearing, he left the window. 

The total annihilation of the hopes 
whidb, with all the ingenuity of romance^ 
Felix had managed to keep alive against 
his better judgment, tor a moment over- 
powered him. He remained standing bii the 
» 

* ** Ifi luck to the mother that bore you," an 
expression frequently n^ade use of by the Spsnmds* 
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bench in the posifcioB in which he had called 
~ AndreSf and was axoused from his reverie 
by the gentle voice of his expecting nymph 
£pom above, who in a loud whisper repeated 
the name, ^^ Antqnio» Antonid*" 

Felix was conskkcing what he w^aa to 
reply, when his. akteptiQiD. was suddenly 
drawn off by a hue and* cry which pro- 
ceeded fipom one end of the street, and a 
man who swiftly pasted him, Us if avoiding 
4ilt» punsuiL In the interval bet^man his 
passing and the arrival of those who. were 
.pucsuing him, the amorous dttmbarmald 
hastened to reshut her window ; and Felix, 
trembling lest they should be Frenqh s6l- 
diers, and he should by any misadventure 
^all into tiieir powcar, wrapped ihin^aelf m 
the cloak which had . been lent him for a 
bed in the inn, and which he had brougbt 
with him, and crouching doae to the doqpr 
of Dona Catarina's house, awaited their 
arriyal, in the .hopc^.thafc they woiuld pass 
without observing hitn« 
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** Una muerte^'' " una muertef' ^tmat- 
^win^;" ^' ladronf' " tunanfir* ware vsocfc- 
fekiated. by the crowd whidi now came up id 
the spot where Airarez was sitting. It was 
composed of Fi^ndi and S^panish soldiers, 
and a few stragglers who had joined in the 
pursuit. They had neatiy aU passed, and 
Felix began to breathe, w^it one fellow, 
who was almost. the last of th^ party, nm^ 
ning close toi the wall,' Ml ovi^r him, and 
immediately ga?e' the alarm. In a few 
moMeots he was sunfoimded by aU tlie pniw 
siiersp who had returned at the cry of ^ He 
is found I '' set up by the falling soldier. 

« Who are yott?"~« What are you?'' 
— « Where do you live?''^*^ Why did 
yofu stab %hk man ? " aad> a . oofofusion of i 
similar questions, vrtsre showered dowi^ 
upon, the unhappy Ahrarez, who,, without 
beitfg aHowed time to reply> was hurried 

* A murder, a murder f an- assasin; a thief; a 
rasi^il. 
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away to the main guard whence the sol* 
diers had issued, without being able to ga* 
ther any information on the way as to the 
cause of his detention ; and loudly protest- 
ing his innocence whenever he thought his 
voice could be heard over those of the per* 
sons who surrounded him. 

At the main guard he was more distinctly 
questioned by the officer. In giving an 
account of himself, he stated his name to 
be Alonzso Bamirez, being that by wluch 
he had called himsdf to Pedro Romero; 
he said that he was a poor peasant, who 
had only that day arrived at SeyiUe, and 
had stopped at the posada of El Caballo 
Negro, the Black Horse, a reference to 
the landlord of which would corroborate 
his statement: that he had strayed through 
the town to amuse himself, as the guitar 
with whidi he was found would testify; 
and that he was perfectly ignorant and in- 
j30cent of the crime with which he wa» 
charged. The officer immediately sent a 
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soldier in search of the landlord, of the 
Black H(»rs^ azid Fehx awaited his arriTal 
with trembling impatieiice. 
. During the absence of the soldier, Fdix 
discovered, from the confiision of ivories 
that be heaord, that a man had been stab- 
bed in the street near the giiard^biMise, into 
which he had been taken speechless, and 
\Ab murderer pursued ; it was this pursoit 
which had so unluddly led to Ahrarez; and 
his suspicious manner of avbidmg it occa* 
sioiicA a certatinty ifi thie minds of aU that 
he was the villain whom they sought. 
After smne time, the messenger returned 
with the landlord of the posada, by whose 
evidence he expected ta be* immediately 
released; but, alas ! it only served to heap 
ftesh uHsfortimes upon hhsi. ^The hfridlbrd 
conrobbrated what Alvarez had said as to 
Ins'amval oii that day ; :biit dedarfed,. that, 
le i^elleted hkn to . be,; m itlL' piriibabii^ 
liie mmsdorer, : as. he^ had shown: him^lfj to 
fae a thief by rmming away from his bouse 
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in the nighty and stealing a doak and a 
guitar^ being those found upon fabn> which 
he accordingly claimed. 
. .FdUbc was now at the very dimax of 
despair. It was in vain that he eamestilj 
and soleinnly protested his innocence; he 
had*, notinag else to say for himself; and 
flbaring that bj saying more he should only 
incnease iSoie evidence against .him, he re- 
mained silent, and endeavoured to make 
up his imnd to a prison for that nig^t at 
lea^t; he dared not think of the-probdia- 
lity oS its lasting during his life, or of his 
Portly being released from it by an igno- 
miniotts de^th. 

Things were in this state, and the officer 
of the guard was about to order Alvarez 
to be taken to. prison, when the surgeon 
who had been called to the wounded man 
a^ppeared, and ilifenned tibie officar that the 
wound did'ildt ^pear to be mortal; and 
that the man had recovered his senses aad 
Ma speech. The officer deferred settdii^ 
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Fdix to prison until he had examined the 
patiait, and he followed the snrgecMti into 
the room where he lay for that purpose. 

Fdix's anxiety was, if possiUe^ increased 
-during his absence; and when he at lart 
appe»ed, he expected htta to pronounce 
hfif sentence. 

^' The account of this transaction, |Ken 
by ibe man Mmsel^ <drreq)ondi; with What 
you have stated ; and what 'ftifther eon* 
firms your - stbiy, 'is^ that he kas. described 
the real perpetntbt of this aict; anct ihie- 
description.' certainly is not appficsMe to 
your person :" then addressing the soldiers 
who gu^^rded hkl3, ^ !Eriiig the prisoner this 
way;" - -. ,..•.:...' 

He Sras tMkt td^ the^ 9pot ifii6fe the 
wounds anan lay.' Tbfe-kni£|::#lAc;h4iAd 
beoi dketted! dgamk his life *had mfanfi^d 
ite^ iim, ifcnd: glandhgri lietwdllo two riba 
had made ar ilediMwo«dd, ^m which a 
][Hrof[iBioii 4»faUi(k)d fiadii8Stied.^^^^i^^ wd^ the 
less' of iso ittudi bloi^ "fdiidi had o^^^anoned 
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him to faint. The wound had been dresi^ 
bjr a surgeon, and he Was now aUe to 
walk. 

As Felix approached Hm, he gave an 
exdaaiation of suiprise* 

" A Di0s gramas /-—do I see ' my * * 

Felix, fearful lest the disclosure : of his 
namlt W^lH^ foUow :tbe recognition of his 
p^riop/intei^pted Unl^by riinning for- 
ward and: embracing him. 

**^Ah, tnjdear Jttliai;^ is this you? little 
did you expect to find your <dd friend 
Abn^ Raimrez charged with murdeiing 
y€m7 

« You~-you charged with:bdng the per- 
petrator of this act ! Ah, Senor ! '' said 
be, tun^hg round to, the cAter, ^^ tiiere' is 
some lojakabe hete. Tliis man I have 
ltiM)#a from a cliil^ though I did, not ;ex- 
p^ to meet him in SevHIe to-day. The 
nia^i iifho m^ t^ aitetopt upon ufxy 1M& 
\s^, qftm Mamuel Sspfiitosli, whom J have be- 
fore described to you, arid who, if he has* 



not deserted his dwelling, may be found in 
the Callejuela de Gatos, near the Carthu- 
sian convent" 

The fiiend which Alvarez thus acci- 
dentally or rather providentially met was 
Jufian Sanchez, lus fether^is may^rubfrn^' or 
tlie steward of his form and estate. 'In 
speaking to him, Alvarez had pronpunced 
his fictitious name with such emphasis, as 
to make him understand that he did not 
wish to be known by his own, and Julism 
acted accor£ngly. '» 

The conduct q£ Julian so satisfied the 
officer as to the innocence of Alvarez, ibsit 
an arrangement was without difficdlty en- 
tered into by which he regained his liberty; 
and having satisfied the landlord of the 
posada that, he had no intention of steal- 
ing the doak, or the guitar, and effectually 
silenced his suspicions by presenting him 
with a couple of ddlars, he^JoyfiiUy left the 
guard-room, supporting his fiiend JuMon 
Sanchez, who^ though he was able to walk, 
yet Mt much pain from his side. 

TOL. |i. ^. 
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-Appveiriimvfllie.Coaiilry byA^ ]Pmioh.^HSe(RHe^ 
I The Tbest]:e.F*^N|Mj«B9l I>Biiees.«-A)¥«iiez ww 

Bosa 4e la Peia.— Hi» Interaew ^th her, and 

the Result of it. 

XT was not without diffieiilty tfant tl^ 
«xh«tttted Jidtaa reiadied tbe posada where 
be lodged^ ^hiish «t lengtih jhe was enabled 
4o do'jb]? the fiufqwijiig lurm <^ Aiv^res. 
Amvedy ftad in hed, isot «¥en the weak 
stete in whiob he. was left bj the los^ 
of Uood, leoidd prevent him frcm derotpif 
Uie few remaining hcmrs of ni^t to the 
cmtisftctiaB of FeBx's and bi^ own aident 
faariosity, by mutnal cimsmafiieati^Bsu Ju- 
ykuk inffinofld FeHx that his <ermnd to 
SedUe Kvais the i?eoov€ay of asnm of.moi^ 
due to his fathec, land timt ha^nw|^ dbfeained 
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k, he w:a$ instructed tp Jjtse eyieiy 
exertion ta proceed to Cadie in searcb 
,of himt whose pcesenoe vjtb im fmSf 
w$ts rendered necessiaiy by the dsea^M 
9tate of the countif v nHbere th^ li?f^ 

gr4;)mi9i|;^^nder ib/^ tynmy ^ ^ ^oPr 
sters who ic^pces^ed tbe JL^jid, 4fyi»m4 
of ^Kery coiu%^ by tbem^ «pd in the^fioif 
fear of ir onse itnis^^r^oi^s £bq^ t^^ 

and unprov^Js;^ .exc^JTsioRi and MtiLmskif 
vpon the peaceaUe inli^d^kitantg, 

Don Jq^ Alvaiseci ]^ spjR^ced much 
£wn the repeated icontributiow whidti ha4 
been levied i^pon hiin» and ftW naove fiwpt 
ibe wanton and Mniieces$ai7 4^struction of 
libe prodijce of hi» Sm^p i^hUe yei «a the 
gr4)nnd, waited by the unji^rtralned dqpre- 
dations of the French sotdUry* It wm in 
consequence of the magnitude of ikQ evil 
that he had tial$:en the {precaution of 
rconiftiti^g to hiB $m f^h p^ of his pgpot. 
perty as ^e cfMd tun i9to mw^^ in tb^ 
hopes of ite being sa^ irom the^xapaicipuii 
avaiicf ^ the IPvmch chieSs; and it ^w»«i 

E a 
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their insolence and cruelty of which taanf 
a destroyed &rm-hotise, and murdered 
neighbour, were the proo&, which now 
induced him to determine upon abandoning 
the residence of his happy years in search 
of safety elsewhere, until it shouSd please 
Providence to rdieve his country from the 
scourge with which he punished it. But the 
spot was most dear to him, and he lingered, 
still unable to tear Mmself from it ; besides, 
he anxiously hoped that his son Felix 
might retiurn to be the companion of his 
inigration, for he was no stranger to the 
difficulties and dangers of travelling at such 
a moment, and he felt that he was no 
longer young, either in mind or body ; the 
ipoisfortunes which daily befel him, and all 
around him, had w^eakened the one, and 
years had done their duty with the Other. 
It was the wish of his heart that Felix 
should be with them; that shoiild he be 
unable to support the fatigues attendant 
upon his ffight, his helpless, and otherwise 
improtected Albertina, might still have a 
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protector on whom to rely. This thought 
had been the cause of his faithful JulianV 
journey, and he was to take the opportunity 
of recovering a considerable debt due to 
Don Jos6 in Seville. Julian had not been 
able to obtain the sum he expected : the 
hardsfadp of the times afforded a reasonable 
excuse to the debtor for paying only half 
of it, which Juliian had received on the 
evening of his misfortune, in the presence 
of ia man named Manuel Espinosa, who had 
been the companion of a great part of hia 
journey, being on his return to Seville^ the 
place of his abode. This man had enter* 
tained Julian for some time in a meson, or 
eating-house ; and upon leaving it together^ 
he endeavoured to rob him of the money^ 
which yet remained in his sash,, not having 
had an opportuiuty of putting it in hii 
girdle. (8) Julian, however, perceived his 
intention in time to prevent it ; and in the 
struggle which ensued, he received the 
wound which had been the , cause of hi^ 
meeting with Felix. Frightened at his 
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fepedted eri^s for helj^ the tiltain fled^ 
without being at^ to eflfect his purpose^ 
imd the f esuH was what has been already 
felated 

When Jtifian informed Felix of the re« 
mittance which his fitther had made Yma^ 
he conceited that the young man who had 
been the beairer of it had not yet arrivedi 
M CacKz ; but when he beard that it wda 
Hd^ be delivered to Mosquera in case of his 
Absence^ the truth flashed at once ofKin his 
mixii, m4 he saw both the loBar of hb 
money, and the cause of hts intevded 
destTuctien. Had he received credftle evi» 
den^e of the robbei7 which Mosquera had 
i^onunilt^d, before he kh Cadiz, he would 
have ftjecttd k as* impossible of behef ; hat 
ite dkeofeiy of hi^ cofmecfion with thtf 
Fif^neh^amd theheinousAes^cKf the treachery 
hf which he had been delirered over to 
them, n&f(kd»rtd any thing easy to be con- 
eeived (4 such a vilfeffn. Hi» regret for 
Hhe Ios9 of the money was iot a tim^ 
S^erperseded by hk astonishment at the 
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villany of a fnend whom he had sa loi^ 
trttstod« 

From the moment of his meeting with 
Sanchez, his love for Rosa, and every othca^ 
tediog of his soal^ was swattowed up in hia 
anadous desire of joining his father and faia 
tister. The state of Julian's womd, how^ 
ever, obBged 'him to remab in Seville 
some time. Ten days elapsed befcMre he 
was in a state to travd; dunng whidt 
time Alvarez purchased a coti^le of midesi 
aoad intendmg.to cetain the dress wfakh 
had faathearto so^ wdl disguised himp he 
completed his costnme by furnishing him* 
self with a ct^a^ or large cloak» sad he 
pfocused a pair of small pistols^ the wea- 
poB» of defence wMeh he thought the best 
fitted ffar his journey. 

It WM on the evening of the tenth day 
when every thing was prepared to com- 
mettce their journey on the follGwing morn- 
ing that Felix, who had hitherto remained 
constaptly in the house, . lest any acddent 
i^KiuId betray him to be the person who 
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had escaped from Puerto de Santa Maria, 
ventured to stroll through the city, that he 
xhight not lose the opportunity of seeing 
the things which had acqtiired it its jost 
fame. He admired the external and inter* 
Bal beauty of the cathedral, and gazed 
with astonishment at its steeple, surmounted 
by the Giralda. He passed by the Archi- 
episcopal Palace, and bit his lip with anger 
to find that its sanctified halls were now 
polluted by being the residence of the mon- 
ster who commanded the French annies in 
the south of Spain,* and whose crimes and 
^cruelties, if they did not amount in number 
and magnitude to those of his emperor and 
prototype, provecl by their blackness that he 
Qtily wanted opportunity to rival or etKcel 
that great master in the art of inflicting mi- 
seiy upon mankind. The more costly and 

* Marshal Soult : from the ciroiinistaace of his 

being laine> he was commonly called El Diablo 

^Cojuehf which is the title of the work translated into 

English as the Devil upon Two Sticks; it literally 

means the same as the Fr^ch title> the Lame Devil.. 
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tAagpifloent palace of the Alcazar, (9) wa& 
reserved as the nominal residence of the 
mock King Joseph, whenever he should 
honour Seville with his presence ; and 
the appearance of the sentries at • the 
entrance prevented Felix ftom. even ap- 
proaching it. 

Wandering on without ban^.acqufunte^ 
with the labyrinth of narrow streets,. ^h,^ 
fQun4 himself in the Plazudla de la . Cp^ 
media, where the theatre stands. Here^ 
wjiile he was looking at the bills which 
announced the play that was then perfonur- 
ing, he heard a loud laugh behind him^ 
ijirhich proceeded firom a group of French 
^cersj who had apparently ji^st left the 
jjiqatre by the door which led to the bpxesk 
Felix threw a hasty glance at the whQl^ 
party ; but his eye was peculiarly attracted 
by one figure in the group— -it was no pt^er 
41ian his friend and compagnon de voyage^ 
Lehknc. He was standing with his face 
towards Felixt and to his alarmed imar 

£ & 
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glnaticm seemed to be looking nt Iiiiti. If 
he was known, there wa» no escape hi 
^ht, which of itself woidd excite sus^ 
pidon if he was not knowfr. There" was 
no time to think ; bnt id avoid what np^ 
peared to him the recognizing ga^e of 
Leblanc, he stepped forward itAO the doot 
which stoo4 before mm, and pajring his 
money hastily entered the theatre. He 
i^oon fotmd himself in the space left toit 
stsai6xag spedtatof^ under the fr oilt base^i^, 
Md mixing in the cwwd which he fe^nd 
there, he threw the right mdt o9 Bfe ettpMt 
over hi^ ieft s4oald^, in the mamier of 
fhe iSpanish peasants, so as tb cov^ W& 
chin and his mouthy tod drew his^ large 
hat st3( more over his forehead Hbm it 
iigually came. 

if Wks a !ong time beftore he eoidd cafitt 
fibe Agitation intd which this aeciden€ ha^ 
"dirciWtf tiim. H^r anxldnsly watched the 
ddoY, near whkh he had stafixmed M^ns^, 

r 

aiid after i^ome time, Ahdui^ iso one eiMM 



m^ia ftwakooed his su£|dcioiis, his feaxs 
began to be dispeUedi and he regained pos^ 
iieasion of himself. 

The fiay which was perfonning was 
a little operaji written by & French officer^ 
$^d which had been translated into Spar 
itts)i, and brought upon the stage. Its 
purpose was to ridicule the patriotism 
of the Spaniards, and their attempt to 
v^mt the power of Kiiig Joseph^ aided 
by the French armies. It was nearly 
finished when Felix entered, and the cur- 
tain had dropped before he wa& sufficiently 
odni to attend to what was going on.. But 
his &fir8 had x^\e subsided wheuc the 
noise of the castanets behind the scenefs 

• 

«Diigi9nised the prepuration for.liie national 
dance, and he was enaUed. to partake of 
the vivifying seB6Bt|(»i wl^ch these msakru- 
ments neva* fail to i^cdte ijti tlgie. heast of a 
Spaniard. (10)^ The clapping ^ of ^ hands, , 
and the- knocking of sticks,, proclaimed at. 
m6€& fcluGf^aq^iptrobation and the impatieiica of: 
the audience. The noise was Aoirtly-feifctLa.^ 
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stop to'bj the rising of the curtain^ and the 
appearance' of tihe dancers. 

It was a bolero which was to be per- 
formed; a dance, for which two persons 
only are required, and every eye was 
directed to those who now stood forward. 
Hie dance began, the whole attention was 
engrossed by the fair candidate for pubfic' 
favour, who, with the lightness, grace, and 
symmetry of one of - the handmaids of 
Venus, chaimed all who beheld her. Every 
eye was rivetted on her, but there was one 
spectator j who gazed with more than com- 
mon eamestne^ "^It was Alvarez, to whose 
tortured fancy- the nymph before him bore 
the form of Rosa. 

^* Who is the bolerista?** said he to 
a man standing by him. 

*• It is Il6s0, la Madril^a.''* 

^ Is her name De la Pefia ?** 

^ I believe so.'* 

* Persons bdm in Madrid are called Idadrflefios 
and Madrileqas. 
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It was uiinecessary to ask more, for hk 
sight but too stvongly confirmed the evi- 
dence of his ears. 

- He shut his ejes in agony of grief and 
disappointment; and in the bitterness of 
hk feelings he wished at that moment that 
he might never open them again. When 
he had a little overcome the shock for which 
he. had been so unprepared, he resumed 
his conversaiion with his neighbour. Had 
she been long at Seville?. What was. her 
character? . . ^ 

The man informed . Mm .timtt die lived 
with one of Marshal Soult's Aid-de*camps, 
who had broi^t her. firom Madrid a year 
before ; but that hir fiddBty to< her peo- 
tector ndgfat be easily overwdigfaed by 
moi^y. He thcn.w«&i.on to relate sonqe 
pleiisfokt incidents. of her intrigues, . with 
which, he sdd every cfaUd in thd:towii #a8 
aoquainted,^ little suspecting that sMe^exy 
word he . was : plantiitg a da^^:in ihie 
heart of Alvarez. 

The dance finidied, and 1^ left nhe 
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theatre undecided in lua intentions^ but 
detennined to meet Rosa* He went louiid 
to the stage-door, and asked to be admitted*. 
* Who did he want ?"— ^* Dona Rosa de 
la P^a^** was hia teplj. The porters 
laiugked, and repeated his iwpecfcfal man- 
.ner of addressing her with an expresabn of 
CGHterapt. ^* Show this 7001^ mmi to La 
Rosita^' said one of theai^ ^ he: is a mes- 
isenger . of love for. her*" . Alrarez could 
have strdck. the. ikmiHar fellow to the 
earth, but he restrained himself, and fol- 
lowed' anOtihior^ wbd led him to Rosa's 
dreanng-FOoni. 

She was dresah^,'; but.scroided not to 
•adaait him: vHating taken off her spto^Bil 
dfandnj^^^AtssB^ she was ad|ust£ag her be^ 
qmna.^ -^"^ Que qtMrtSyimidg^'T' saiddaa^ 
"" What da yoii watitVfri^?"; Fduttook 
«ff^ takhat^ which he had' kiipto&^UftUai, 
and thaewidp^fhis (^oak^is^asfitfi^dKOfMW* 
lib persoci^ . '\ :$^ Hamf ifobi fm^tteh . hK ?/^ 

'" •T*"j ' { ' • .' • 
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md be^ with as imicfa calmi&eis aa he ctmld 
gdanQon to his ascL 

She looked at him fior some ittomentfi^ 
and theo, with the greatest efirontery^ she 
eiu^ainied, ** Ah^ Felisito !^ is that you ? " 

The cooliiess of her mmmer^ and the 
ka^^eoce cdTfaer recogntioii^ pot Alvarez 
heyond the bounds of reasoiiy and he at-^ 
l^mpted-not to ewh the violewe ci his 
mgeff which rented itaelC in rqaroaches 
and iilipnBcatbns. Sbe aUowed Um to 
proceed a (icmsiderable tinie^ winle a SBule 
df ceotenipt ssuA ind^etence played upon 
ket %!f vatil at kst asmmidg a ^serious 
«one and a ooniracted broWi she inter- 
n^edhim. 

gmtlyv £^ ; tf you have no Icn^r the affet^ 
tiMiAiiSi woiddpseventyou from auijragiaf 
imt> who *^M» once tie oiijecti of iit^ I .h«re 
tha pmer of litoiectkif my«K firot»> thte 
ittMMa of « trailory and ones ^ho ia >anie^ 

* The affectionate dimioolMjof Vt^ • 
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liable to the existing laws of his country.—** 
Mosquera has informed me of your guilty 
and I but iU discharge my duty to my 
country by allowing the weakness of my 
nature to save you from the death you 
merit. Yet does the remembrance of a 
foolish affection kiduoe me to give you a 
chance of escaping a punishment whidi by 
your ingratitude you deservse at my hands* 
Go ;.*^but to-morrow morning I denounce 
you to the police. — If you are: then in 
Serilley you must take your &te." 

At the close of this speech, wfaidi was 
like a thunderbolt to the amaaed Alvarez, 
she opened the door, apd calling her maid- 
servant, who was waiting, <' Fmsqtata^ 
conduct this young mim out of the theatre/^ 
said she^ and kept the door open, that 
he might pass. He moved mechanio»Hy 
tlyrougb it, leaving her a kicdc.wbicfa o^^ 
ifeyed aU ilie agonised fteUngs of hm sonl; 
Md quitting the theaitre, Ue found lumadf 
at the posada, without knowing how he 
had arrived there: 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Road ov^ the End of the Sierra Morena.-— Song.— « 
Medelliiw — ^Town of Don Bemto.**Field of Me- 
dellin.— Desolation. — Caseria de la Vega.— Odd 
Contract.— -The Old Man of the Caseria.— Bar* 
baritj of the Warfare in the F&dniala* 



^ C' AN this be Rosa ? " repeated FeKx to 
himself as he hurried along the streets. 
^' Can this be the woman whose image has 
haunted me night and daf > whose inu^gined 
sufferings have awakened the most poig^ 
Bant feelings of Gompassion^ and for whom 
-my heart has fondly nurtured an ^^alted 
i^ection, while she has been revelling, in 
the impure Sjatisfactiioa of her licentious 
passions, and immodestly exposing her 
person to the bold gaze of every vulgar 
wretch that chose to stare at it ? It cannot 
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be ! I am the dupe of some powerful spell 
that operates upon my bewildered senses." 

But he became soon convinced of the 
reality of what he bad seen and heard ; and 
the conviction was accompanied with feel- 
ihgs ctf dfeappointntent and anger, wtiieb 
he coiild not master. He found Julian at 
home, who>e^erly inquired the cause of 
his agitatiim» and was informed by him of 
all that had happened. The result was a 
determination to lea;?e Seville without a 
moment's loss of time ; and as every thing 
had been already prepared for their depar- 
ture in the maniing, it wa» not \0hg be^M^ 
they were reatfy. It was however past 
midnight before they left the posada. Al- 
varez meehanieally pattock of the Mppet 
which had been prepared for them, and 
mounted his mule in silence. The blow 
which Ms mind had received was too recent 
to aDow him to recover soon iSrom its effects ; 
he continued in silent contemplation of his 
misery during the remaiiring ' hours of 
night. 
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Thek males were good ones, and cairied 
them at a quick pac^ ; they passed tlie vik 
la^ of Santi Ponce, and arrived at that of 
Gni&eM/ beSb^ they wefe ofertakeft by 
the day. Sanchez had pvo^ided' a weU-ftu> 
nished waBet, and it was their intentian to 
itreid the haunts of men; they tberefiire 
passed oa, and began to ascend the Sierra 
Morena, and soon ^aearered EI Aonqiiillo^ 
one Off the first vill^^es upon the fine road, 
that renders the pass of this range of nioim« 
tains neft only aceeB8tt>le, but esnty^ They 
passed throvtgh it> tOfd choosing a spot be-* 
ycmd it, where they bad the advantage of 
wat^ and of shade, th^ toofc somerefcwh- 
neat, and devoted several hours ta the re- 
pose wMdk ttiey had deprived themselves of 
during the night. Aw^feening after iRld;^ 
day from thii dumber to which they Had 
been excited by fittigoe, they continued 
thei* journey thr»i^ the monntaina, the 
irteepnesBi of which had been converted into 
an *a^y ascent by the power of art. Not a 
httman hal^tation appeared to cctocide with 
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the idea of civilized life exdted by the for- 
inatioii of the road, until they arrived at 
the village of Almaden de la Plata; and 
what they left it, they again lost all signs 
of population, until at the distance of three 
long leagues they came to Santa Olalla, a 
more considerable place than any they had 
yet passed; and here they resolved to rest 
for the night, as the sun, which approached 
to the end of his day*s journey, reminded 
them of the necessity of closing theirs. 

Shelt^ed under a miserable roof in* the 
skirts of the town, for Santa Olalla is of 
sufficient magnitude to entitle it to be 
called so, and composed to rest for the night, 
Alvarez retraced the events which had 
succeeded each other with such rapidity 
during th^ last few days of his life- The 
last circumstance was the most prominent 
feature in his retrospective picture; and 
having passed a whole day in the consider^ 
ation of it, aided by the wholesome though 
rough advice of Julian, his anger wa^ 
calmed, and he began to find more reasoa 
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to rejoice at his discovery of Rosa than t6 
regret it. Every tie that had hitherto re- 
tained the vivid impression of her in his 
mind was now withdrawn. Honour, com* 
passion, romance, all had vanished mid left 
him unshackled by the fetters with which he 
had hitherto been hound. He recalled the 
time that had given rise to this iti-placed 
affection at Madrid ; and his now unloosed 
memory produced a thousand incidents, 
which conduced to lessen his surprise at 
what had now passed, and also his regret 
for it. He wondered how he could have 
so blindly loved, for lovt he still called the 
sentiment which he bad entertained for 
Rosa, and which he now renounced: He 
was not yet a master in the science of self- 
knowledge, and he laid the blame on the 
nature of the passion, which should alcme 
have been aittributed to the formation of 
his own character. He was about to im- 
precate a curse upon the whole sex; but, 
connected with the- idea, came a tliousand 
enchanting forms to his imagination, all of 

7 



^l^9m be fi^lt wQjudd ill desenre it. The 
%iv^.of Iflnm)^ wa9 at tbe head of them ; 
ma^ in proporti w afi he fdt how \mw(nii^j 
Im he^rt had beeii qooQ^d^ when he had 
doihed hfe feetings fi>r hex ia the garh 4>f 
gpratitude) he bow saw how iU*suited was 
wch a dMigiufie to Hmx natuse, and he con<^ 
fm^ tp himself tloit I«mena was the oi:^^ 
woirtjbQr and the real object of his Bffedhm. 
We 4u»ve alreaify seen that suscejiUbiUty 
fi^as the weak side of Felix's character. In 
the early (opening of his mind^ he had em* 
|4bed much real and classical knowledge ; 
bat the stx^am thus adnntted was mingled 
as it flowed with the airy vapours of ro- 
mance. The drej^s of poets, and theiales 
of chivalry, had to him ^peculiar charm^ 
ajid had given a tinctare to his character. 
Their influence was not ^een as in that of 
CervAntes's here 4;^ l^a JMiaucha; but he 
wais fomi of contemplat^ig every thing 
throiigh 4;he medium of the colour which 
itb^y liad given to h<$ mind, Anotilecton 
wfai(^ to ftece his afiecticm was; as nec^ 



W^yio his ,Bieiil#l existence /is food to the 
suppcurt <^ his b^* It was the raUying 
poiot of aU the exalted ideas of his wano 
jma^atioo ; it gaM form and plaiiapbility 
ixiiA^ v^ld cW]»s ^ his £mcjr. Ismeaa 
iMHUF becfime that obje^t^ and his consdeiice 
begiMa to upbraid iajpa fixp the mg]:atitiide0f 
Jus coodiict towauls her. Her health, of 
^ii^iich be hfid rcjcei^^ so hWirting on ao 
cfmnt fyo^ the di^^^ h^qame the subject 
iif'bis greaetesi ani^My^y and the possibiUty 
i>f heaip^ .&OIQ her* oowpied his thoughts* 
With the €ar]lkst dawp, Alvarez and 
Sanchez were upon their journey. The 
^ffBt fT^yiF of tibe iiun had nop banished the 
^h^ &!dm yc^oder tih6,49rk. <d:iesauttrees» 
which rose -by the side of the road^ when 
th^y :left: til^ b?»t where tbcgr had spest tiie 
night ; ^ «a £^w^hows they amved at the 
bridge of <]|aipir 9^P^ f^^ ra^Iet 4)f ^^elb^, 
and pasping; -it they entered £st^madiijca» 
leaving , behind them the fertile AudaluaUi^ 
and;S$>gBKwne to the little town of Monas-^ 
teirio* Tb^ avoided the njLor^ fre^ented 

6 
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road^' which would have led them through 
the larger towns oFZafira, Al^endralejo, 
and Merida/ to Truxillo, and continued 
then* way along that which led ihem through 
the smaller ones of Fuente de Cantos, Cal* 
zadilla, Los Siintos^ and Alange, where the 
enormous and perpendicular ' ro<^ which 
hears its name stands like a towering wafl 
t^pon the plain ; and the ruined castle erected 
upon its highest point awakens at onoe the 
woiider of the peasant fl£t the labour wHich 
raised it, and religious horror at the remem^ 
brance of the infidel masters by whom it 
was erected. 

Alvarez had almost ' acquired his usual 
spirits, and he convened with Sanchez upon 
the subject of hi^ family,' and the situation 
of affairs in the neighlA)ttrKood' cf , the 
Quinta. By degrees, however, the con- 
Tersation was dropped. Travelling generftlly 
induced silence, and at length the silence 
of their journey was ' only interrupted by 
the humming under-voic6 in which Juliaii 
repeated ihe air of a national song, an 



indication of the perfect vacuify of his 
thoughts. Fdix's tmnd, though employed^ 
was attracted at last by the eternal repe- 
tition of this song. It was a favourite one 
of his ; and as Julian continued singing it 
over and over, he abnost . involuntarily ar- 
ranged to it the following words : 

Oh ! 'tis sweet to remember 

The hours that are past. 
If the sun of to-day 

Beam as bright as the last ; 
But if black clduds envelope 

To darken our doom, 
That the day once was bright 

Can but deepen the gloom. 
8hould the soft ray of hope intervene, 
Like a meteor, 'tis gono ere 'tis seen ; 
And the brightness of joy 

We have long ceased to know, 
Tho' its light be reflected. 

But deepens the woe. 

When kind fate has once planted 

Two saplings together 
That are wanned by one ray, 

And that le^ the same weather ; 
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When their brandies entwiaey 

And their leaves intemiiogle^ 
It were better both died 

Than that either were single. 
Tom asunder, the one doomed to stay, 
As it beads to die storm, seems to say, 
Xho' dull is the blast 

That my branches bows down, 
Yet 'tis chiller to feel 

That I bear it alone. 

The sun had yet an hour of its course to 
run when the travellers came within sight 
of the 6uadiana» and entered the. suburbs 
of the once laige mad kandbome town pf 
Medellin. 

** Is this Medellin ? " said the astonished 
Alvarez, as he passed through the deserted, 
mined streets^ and cast his cgfes «pon the 
emply c«Poases of destroifsd houses, the 
stones of which had resisted the force of 
the all-consuming flames, though in their 
Mack and sooty hue they bore the marks 
of their power. (11) 

<* This is iadeed the remnaat of the 
flourislus^ town of Medtettin,*' sorrowfully 

7 
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replied his campanioii, '* whidi, but two 
short years ago, contdned a numerous and 
lii^py pqarialioii. War, horrid war, has 
here set his bloody foot, aftd kft barremiess 
and desolaition beMnd. Mott than two 
thil^ of the toi^ x^fe burnt dowii by the 
s«rage conquerors of the aMny of General 
Caesta, many ot the people wero butchered, 
and the rest left without the means of sub* 
sistenee. Passing through here on my 
way t^ Sevilie, I had ^Bffieuit^ ih i»t>- 
onriiig a 8uppei>-*4o such a state of txAs^ 
are the peoj^ v^doced;" 

^ Let us le^e tliis sceacr of wi«tched- 
neas» where every object reminds us of tiie 
dreadfid state of our country;'' saM FeMx, 
^^ aoid rather seek a night's lodging in some 
humUe bam where we can avoid this 
sight c^ destruction." 

Leaving the town; fihey found tiicmsdveS 
upon a large plain overgroivn widi long ttdn 
grass, at the end of which, at some iofetamce, 
n»e the Aeeples of Don Beuito^ the sfster 
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town of MedeHin. They once werc equal in 
point of population, but the inhabitants of 
Don Benito had escaped with the de- 
jMivation of their personal property only ; 
the blow had fallen heavier upon MedelUn. 
The Guadiana makes a sudden turn at the 
former town, and, forming almost a semi* 
circle of nearly two leagues, returns to the 
line of its course at the latter. 

** This is the field of battle," said San- 
Chez, as they left the town ; " it has re- 
mained without cultivation ever since, from 
want of hands to ' cultivate it> and now 
yields scanty nourishment to a few sheep. 
Vestiges of large graves are still remaining*" 

In the plain of the semidrcle formed by 
i^ course of the Guadiana, there stands a 
ciiserio, or cluster of poor-houses, called 
la Vega, and thither the travellers directed 
their steps. They stopped at one of the 
finit of tjie houses. It waa a mud hovel, 
at the door of which there stood a melan- 
choly dd man, looking with folded arms 

8 
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up&a the ruins of a lai^ farm liouse near 
to it They accosted him, and he re^ 
timied thar salutation courteously. Upon 
asking him to allow them to pass the 
lEoght under his roof, he tdid them that it 
SN^as: poor indeed, but timt such as it was^ 
they were welcome to all it afforded^ 
They alighted; and having {Mrovided tox 
their mules in a shed close by,: they entered 
the cottage, where they found a litde ^rl 
already busy in preparing something for 
thiir supper, and the old man sittkig in 
the chiimney comer. 

SuiciieK obsenred an eKpression- of sor.^ . 
row unusual to a Spanish peasant in the 
old man's &ce, and endeavoured to en- 
liven iiie conversation. Remarking that he 
had a beard of some weeks' ^owth, he 
asked him jocosely if he were in the halnt 
of going unshaved. 

« Last Friday was three weeks,** gravely 
replied the old. man, *' that our barber has 
neglected to come to us.'* 
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'* It has happened several times latdf* 
A barber froiq Don Benito shar^ the few 
lesiaipiflg inhftUitasts of the caserio bjr 
^cwtrfct ; but I suppose he is grown rid^ 
^r he neglects MS t«rr9)fy/' 

''Ho^tpyeofitract?" 

^^ He coigffgvss to j^m^ ewvy Friday^ 
and 9hme u% and he rocetves fiKim eadi a 
toega* of wheat a year, in payment/' (18) 

Alvarez and Sanchez laughed ; but the 
old man joined not in their mirth ; his 
countenance never lost its fixed expression 
of melancholy. 

Tk^e was soiaethiiig so imposing in the 
(diarocter of gfitf whidh was stam]^ upon 
his Airrowed featured, that it higUy kh 
terested Fehx, and he restrained the vein of 
humour in which Julian seemed inclined to 



* A fimega is a measure weighbg about eighty 
pounds. 
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iadiflge. lie old man was fittfe incHaed 
for conversation, and it gifidiu% dedkied 
imtiil SM^hte had taken vi^ Jm q^iatrters 
far the nigbt in a comer of tiie hut Al» 
vaMs moA the old man cootknied aittii^ aft 
the oppoaiite aide of tihe hearth, on whidl 
tliere resMdned some embersi ef the fire 
thi^ had been lighted to prepave the sup* 
per* NeSilher appeared dybposed to arrange 
tiieir i^t«a£t<in8 for the ni^ht, and b<rth were 
silent for a considerable tiBGie. Fdix at 
leatgth bvoke the silence. 

<! I have had most painful feelings, my 
firibid, in passing this evening over ibt 
fatal j^in before us." 

Tk6 eti wsmm raised his head^ and gaaed 
for some moments upon AJbrarez a» ha 
s^ke; thea gdapsifng into Ins former po- 
Atkm, be answered, '' Fatal iadeed ! " 

^ Were you here at the time of the batt 
tie?" asked Felix. 

31ie old man again looked at Alvarez 
for some time with an emotion^ as if strug* 
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gling with some pamfiil feeKng, and at 
length he burst into tears. ' 

Alvarez was affected by the old man's 
agony, and felt indined to follow his ex- 
ample ; biit wlule he was combating witii 
iiis feelings, his companion spoke : 

** The morning of that day saw me the 
happy father oF three sons, and the master 
of a flourishing farm; and at nigh t 

Oh God ! 1 was bereft of aU, childless, 

and an outcast." 

The big tears rolled down the old man's 
dieeks, and he shut his eyes in agotiy. 
Felix no longer restrained the synipa^etic 
feelings of his heart. 

** I fear I have recalled distreslsing imagea 
to your mind," said he. 

" You cannot recall what is never ab' 
sent. The bloody images of that horrid 
day never leave me for a moment; they 
are painted in fire upon my eyeballs ; I 
see all other objects through them : — ^wak- 
ing, they are before me ; and if by chance I 
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dk)se my eyes at nigbt, they appear to me 
in dreams.«>-JHoly Yii^ii, look down upon' 



w 



Theie was ^ long pause ; but the barrier 
had[ been broken down, the veil that hid 
t&e okl man's inward grief had been with- 
ikawn ; he had found a sympathising heart ; 
and in relating his sorrows, he tasted what 
has been called the luxury of grief. 

'*0b\ thatday,Senor!— werelallbla<^ 
with sin, the great final day of retribution 
coidd not have so many horrors fijr me.— 
It was a fine day^-^yes^-^the sun shone upon 
fhe Uood that was shed on th^^t day, and 
oh I'how mueh was shed ; the Qrtiga ♦ was 
«d with it r the blood that flowed firom 
my veins reddened it. My boys, my dear 
boys, I had three of them, Sefior ; Juan, 
the ddest, was always a soldier; he had 
served the cause rtf our country for more 
than a year; he was with us three days 

* The Ortiga is a tributary stream to the Gua- 
diana which tuns through the plain of MeddJin. 

T S 
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befpve the l»ttb» three hapiijr dagw ; the 
iMt thitt I ever ahdl call hsifpy in thn 
world ; and he talked to his brothers As^ 
tpim woA Ctrios, and he lighted tiie fire 
of petiletism in their hearts* and thir 
went aad jomed their biotbar^ vegmeiifc 
the day beftwe the battle :*<<4baA dajs^ 
MamSmtisamir 

The old ma&'s team interrupted 1m utr 
tavance; Fefixfelt that he ooidd hot speak. 
They were sfleni for a abort time. The 
old man ooiatiiHied : 

'' It did not last losg, SeSor ; the %ht 
was seoB over : eh ! how many had oaaaed 
to live in that short time* I went to the 
field, and it was not long befiire I fimnd 
them- Caiios wa3 onfy wounded ; Imt iny 
poor Antonio— ^he was goner-Hiuite gon^ 
and Carlos was weeping ov» hinu I ashed 
for Juan-— he was gone too-^wie never found 
him, Senor,— neyer."-^ 

The old man paused again. 

** Carlos and I took my poor Antonio's 
body to the farm there ; but the demons 
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were already at work: the oooquerors weie 
not yet satiated with Uood; they were 
rofaiiiiig and murdering. We laid the body 
clown> and attempted to save our tilings. 
A villain^ a fiends put a pistol to my Car- 
los's head-— it went off~my boy, my only 
boy— my last— O God!"— 

'' Horrid barbwiiyP' exLcLaimed Fdbb 
*' Bot ihor bKAniiy wna gretftor to 
me," said the dd man, '* for they kt me 
five." (18) 
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CHAP, XIV. 

Graves.— Gloom over the Country. — The Alcalde 
of Santa Ana. — ^Horror. — Truxillo. — Movement 
of French Troop8.-^Desolation«-^L<aB Caaaa del 
PgaHo^—Valley of Ahnaraa.— The Ctuinta. 



X HE old man's story had made too deep 
an impression upon Felix to allow him to 
deepi the horrible images which it had 
excited crowded upon his mind, and when 
at last his wearied eyelids gave way to the 
necessity d repose, the bloody spectacle of 
the field of Medellin, the day after tiie 
battle, presented itself to his disturbed 
imagination, and agitated him with fright- 
ful dreams. He awoke early from this un- 
refreshing sleep, and found the old man as 
he had left him, in his seat beside the now 
TAcant hearth, and apparently he had not 
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found the respite from sanem in dumber 
which his careworn senses so much re-^ 
qpared. 

, While Sanchez was prepanng the muks 
for their journey, the old man took Alvarez 
hy the hand, and led him from the cottage 
to the ^uinff of the fiEurm-house hard by. 
It h^d been burned down ; but the waUs^ 
which WCTe yet standing, formed ah en- 
closure, from one comer of which the 
rubbish had been cleared away, and thrown 
so as to form a Idnd of parapet around a 
sjpot large enough to contain three graves. 
The rounded earth indicated that two of 
^bxae final h^Htatkins of man were occupied 
^y thdr evedasting teaoants; there remained 
a space between them,' where the ground 
w^ flat, sufficiently large to admit a 
third. 

^ There lie my poor boys, Carlosiand 
Antemo,'' said tibe old man, '^ and betwe^a 
them there is room enough for these poor 
limbs whenever it shall please Grod to re* 
lease my soul from them." 
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Felix pressed his hand as he hurried 
fmm the spot, and afforded to the old man's 
heart the only alleviation pf which his aoi^ 
row vas 8U8oc|itfl)le--^die fedoig of cnia^^ 
sympathy. 

It was long' befeve Alvaies coidd sbake 
off the gloomy fsdings wfaidh tfaia old 
man^s skiiation bad excited. As Aey joim- 
neyed on, however^ the eon¥m»tiim of 
JnliaB, and Hie idea of his afprwch to his 
Urth-plao^ Ins fsnuiy, and his fiiesid^ 
MBtfib«ri;ed to divert his mind fimn the 
melaiicboly recoileGtion. He came within 
Ae cfrdle of the scenes that he raootteded 
in eaity youtii, and every trec^ evesy &nir 
honse, bro<:^ht pteasing iauigestohia rai- 
membrance. Bj Atgtees, as be advanced 
still ihp^er^ the hidden stoEta of memasy 
unfolded themselves, and he presently lost 
aQ fais sa<hiess in retracfang the gajfpcr hours 
of his chiklhood, thai happy i^ whan the 
teat iUHs without stsiniDg tiie did^k aver 
whidi it roils, and^the wooncb of seirair 
leave no scar behind. 
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Towards ipidFday ttey came within a 
shdvt ^Aanoe of the SJeria de Santa Cm^ 
aad tliey stopped a little way out of the 
vilhfe of ViHamesn^ for the puxpose of 
rest and refireshment. 

^ Is not that the road to tht litde vSI. 
lage of Santa Ana?"" said Fdix. '< How 
£urea the good old Senor Antonio Gorrall^ 
the Alcalde of that phiee ? "^ 

^' It is haig^ sinee I have heard of hiin^''' 
aid Simdiez; ^ the state of the country 
bat ^vented firtquont coBmiunicatioik 
between lay master and his ftiends. It ia 
loD^, i^ery Imgy sinoe he has heeii to pajn 
uaaTiMt.'' 

. ^ 'Tk bat a dkort league o«t of tw 
Mad^' fiHulFelictt ^ and we hare plenty of 
time tft readi XimillQ tinnig^t : let us go 
and inq^iife for the old gentksian> afid mji 
ittie faveuri«e» his daughter P^iita*' 

This d^session from thek straight rond 
w«a detenniiMid 0ii» and they toc^ the oarf 
t» tiie teflt» wbuh ledthmn to SamtaAMu 
It was a pretty little village ; but herq^ iA 
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• every where else, there seen^ a gloomy 
suspense of labour. A few neglected 
children at the doors: of the cottagea 
ran away, as if frightened at the appear- 
ance of two strangers. Arrived at the 
Alcalde*s house, there was something omi- 
nous in its af^arance; there was no cheer^ 
ful assemblage of busy politicians within 
the porch, as there was wont to be about 
the siesta time : there was something in 
the dead and cheerless appearance of the 
whole village which struck a chill into the 
hearts of Alvarez and his companion. They 
alighted, and Alvarez entered, while San« 
chez remained with the mules until he 
should send some one to dispose of them. 
The first object which struck Fdix was 
the old Alcalde fed by a peasant, a depend^ 
ant of the fimn, by whom he was imme- 
diately recognized with delight ; but Senor 
Corrall knew him not ; there was a vacant 
lock in his sunken eye whidi announced 
the state of his mind. Alvarez accosted 
him. 
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""^ Who is this man ? " said the Alcalde. 

*^ It is Don Jose AlvareE's son, the young 
gentleman who went to Cadiz when you 
were last at the Quinta de Vistosa/' replied 
his attendant. 

'* Does he come fiY)m the Convent of 
Salvatierra? How is my daughter, friend?" 

^ I rather ask that question of you. Sir," 
said Felix : '* How is my little favourite 
Pepa?" 

« Well, very well," said the old man, 
wi& a smile ; but there was something in 
the smile thatrather induced sorrow than 
pleasure ; and Alvarez felt inclined to weep 
without knowing why, as the Alcalde's 
features resumed the vacant expression of 
idiotism which had before marked them. 

'' What is the matter?" said Felix to 
the peasant. 

The man diook his head. ^^ It is a sad 
tale, Senor, and has deprived my master of 
his reason." 

" Great Heaven ! " cried Alvarez, " still 
do I cross the track of blood that these sa- 



114 F£UX ALXAXEZ. 

vage monsters kave in tfaebr patlL*~Wbat 
i» become of Pepa?" 

^ Didn't you know aajr daughter Bq;ia? 
Slie was a dear child» fitiend; a sweet flower 
nipped in the early bud, and heie's tke 
Uairt that blighted it" 

The old anan took a Added ptper &o0k 
hia bosom, and deUberately unfoidhig and 
arranging it» he ga¥e it to the peasaiit: 
** There, Joachim,. read it — read it, I say.*^ 

^ Do yon understand Frenth^ Sd&or ? " 
said Joadiim, addiesaing Alvarez. 

"No, I do not." 

^ Don Felix cannot understand it» Sir ; 
it is written in French, you know." 

'' What of tint? it*s dear eno^: I 
donH undaratand French, but I understand 
that—read it directly;' The man still he« 
sitated. " Will you not obey me ?*' stfod 
the old gentleman, and he cried lil&e a 
child. 

^^ Read it to humour him," wd FeUac 
Joadiim read as follows : (14) 

^ Monsieur L'AIcalde de la ville de Santa 
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Aoa/ la Cosoaia»daiit du detaciieinent de 
commimication eanUm6 dans le CastiUa 
d« JMbntwdie, rous sglue. 

^.^ Vu^ que 0<K^ sommes id pour votre 
IttfiB, c'ttt de votse d&Hik de rendre agre- 
able Roire s^oiir pftitm routs. 

** Yxxy que nous sommes trois officiers 
dms ^tte honiUfi chateau tous diablement 
emuyifs, U ftttt nous amaser. 

*^ Vuj qu'il vlj a pas meflleur. moyea 
pour cela que la soci^te de femmes 11 faut 
nous envoyer trois de vos plus jolies mu^ 
ehachas pour nous tenir eompagnie. 

'* Nous avons ordonn^ et ordonnons ce 
^ suit — flftvofr : 

'' Que vous, Monsieur TAlcalde, now 
tnvpyiea les ti^is plus joUes et spiriiuettes 
4oi&oi$elles que voua aveis dans votre vilte 
4e Saota Ana. 

^^ Youlsnt vous dkitinfuer audessus 
de vQS condtoyens, ccmme de raisoop— ^il 
vQHs est permis de nommer votre tile, la 
Fepita» h cette honneur. 
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<^ Le Serjeant et vingt chasseurs k cfaeval 
sent charges de I'execution du [Kresent. 
'< Castillo de Montanche, le 20 Dec. 1812.' 

" St* Vincent; 

** Capitame du ■ ^ regiment de chaBseniBl 
chevaly officier de la legion d' honneur, &c." ' , 

As Joachim approached to the end^ the 
Alcalde burst out into a childish laugh^' 
which ended in a violent fit of coug'hing, 
that was after some time stopped, and fa^ 
remained with his eyes closed^ supported 
by the pillows by which be was surrouxided 
in a lai^ arm chair, 

'' What is the meaning of this? '' askeift 
Alvarez. 

The peasant explained the purport of 
the paper he had just read to Felix: 
although but indifferently acquainted with 
the French language from having picked 
it up in his communication with the 
French soldiers, who rather chose to make 
themselves understood in their own Ian- 
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guage tJian. to learn that of the unhajqpy 
nation they were afflicting, he was per- 
fectly master of the specimen of it which 
he held in his hand. 

*' The execution of this infernal requi- 
sition, ^Senor,'' continued he, '^ followed 
but too dose upon its presentation. The 
soldiers who were sent to enforce it, took 
away la Senorita Pepa, and the daughters 
of the fanner Juan el Cojo, and the 
Hidalgo, who lives in the quinta outside 
of the village Don . Pedro de Cosmo- 
morena." 

" Inconceivable villany ! '* exclaimed 
Felix, 

" They say," resumed Joachun, " that 
the two other girls became reconciled to 
dieir fiite; and so indeed it should seem> 
though I can hardly believe, it, for, when 
the regiment went away, they went with 
it." 

ImpossiUte ! : but, P^pa, what of her ? " 
Why V Sir, they kept her a fortnight 
among them^ and thai they, s^nt her away, 
because she took it so much to heart.^ M 
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fiM when we heavi this we wen iti iiqpe^ 
that irii might yti gb widl, aiMl 49iat Urn 
iHyilfiHis had had ^^ upon hep. Biitwewieie 
soon undeceived ; the poor gifl cmild new 
iMke 11^ her mind to come bock tx> the 
fflhige; so she went to the C^nrenlio Ae 
Salvati^fva, aibont three teagues irom hdre, 
and she i^fut bersetf up with the fivis old 
nims that alill live there, and wffl let no^ 
hody see her ; and my floor master hm been 
fboiish^ike ever since the^ tocde: her aWBsf/' 

^ Where are thjr thnnderiioiits^ of vetige^ 
ance, oh! Almighty Power? Why are 
^key still withheld from the heads cf these 
monsters, these barbarians, to speak whose 
very tiaiM convejrs move honor Aan all 
I9ie crimes collected ^f all the ages of tJie 
world? I cannot bear to look upoa that 
dfal'mai). If I have life, this arm sfaaU'be 
em{Aoy«d in vengeanee ibr hia dai^faterfs 
wrongs; Adios, Adios." 

Ab F^diK said this, he rushed eut of the 
heuae, and maontiBg hia xaule which San- 
diez was yet holdhig 4t die'dnor, HkCf 
took the road to Tnixffld. 



The reprnkkig. pcxn* S^Sor Conrdl'ft story 
tnJalkn^ and gmng vtettlt B6:the clistpess* 
i^f fttiiags w&ich ii excitod; occijq^ied 
tiheir GOBEfcnatimi tHU^ th^ had Hfle^adgd 
the wcky faii ^m wiiiclt standi IVuioBo, 
tbe iutfaftace of ibenlimwt]^ ]^i«EUT% 
aii4 tlieaniaentMMidetic^ of Jm &aiU3r« the 
Mqi^fMKs of Con(|i]ift«(» whase fiaiace 
adiims the jplaza. 

Here tfaej sOK^gfkt the hwse af on old 
friend^ by whou Hhdy wew joj&Uy xe« 
eeived, and from whom tib^ leamed the 
political state of the couatsy, although 
fUax oonU got Ao povtacular iafformatioa 
of his Anther. The town W4is ia the 
greatest confitaoGBi. The Fvaadi traops, a£ 
whidi unial tint itioiAe«A a coasidexable 
ho^ hod occi^ed TnixiBo, f<^ the puiv 
pBW of oolloetiDg ^ip^ea^ aad protecting 
O^ depAt, w!0re pv^j^iag to leave it 
1mmI%« Ote diirtsiiw had Biarohed thab 
eyenkig at tifaMO oV^clc^ in: the direction 
ctf the Tagw ; and tiie ffhole of them, both 
oficees and soldiers, had n^thout iwrny^ 
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robbed the inhabitants of the faoofles whfeie 
they were Ulleted of every tUb^ <hat 
they could carry away; The troops tl»t 
remamed were evidently prqiaring to 
march also. All tiie means of trans^iort in 
the country had been put into requisSdoii) 
for the purpose of breaking up the ma- 
gazines, and carrying away the supf^* 
It was rumoured that the cause of tids 
movement was the retreat of the French 
army under Marshal Massena, from tibe 
British lines before Lisbon, and its dose 
pursuit by the English and Portuguese 
army. The people, although their slif- 
ferings were at that time increased by 
this circumstance, looked forward to it as 
the means of thetr final emancipation from 
the horrors that surrounded them, and 
were therefore in some degree reconcfled 
to the misfortunes which l^e march of the 
French army occasioned them. Felix, whose 
anxiety to arrive at his father -s house was 
increased by the knowledge that the di- 
vision which had left TruxiUo that evening 
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Must pass by the qidnta, retired early to a 
sleepfess bedy from which he arose when it 
was scarce day-light. 

' The friend whose hospitality had shel« 
tered them during the night accompanied 
tli^m out of the town, and set them upon 
their road to the quinta, from whidh they 
w^ere now distant about six leagues. Upon 
parting with Felix, he embraced him ten- 
derly. ^^ May God grant," said he, ^ that 
for my old friend your father's sake, ,and 
for yours, I may be deceived in my anti- 
cipation of the destruction aiid desolation 
which the pitiless beings now about ^ to 
leave us, and those already gone before, 
wfll scatter in their path. May the Qjuitita 
de Ybtosa escape their sight : for if they 
see it, I fear it wSl not escape their savage 
rapacity." 

< F^ix leturhed his friend's embrace ; but 
ihe ominous warning which he gave Mm 
fbli 'like lead upon ^ his soul. ^As ^they 
journeyed on, frightful anticipations ^todk 

TOL. II. G - 
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possession of his mind, and drove out lA 
the pleasing images of happiness in tlie 
meeting with his father imd sister whidb 
his fond &Sicy had created. They had 
abeady passed the little village of El C^- 
rascal when they were met by a number 
of people, whose eager hum was heaxd 
before they approached sufficiently near to 
be accosted. But it was not the hum of 
jocular conversation, which commonly in- 
dicates the ai^roach oF a large party of 
Spanish travellers. There was no loud 
song mingled with the noise ; no twang of 
a guitar ; no chorus of men^ voices such 
98 those with whidi the muleteers so often 
abridge the distance of their journey, by 
the easy employment and amusement of 
their minds. The sounds which composed 
this body of life were the wailings of wo* 
men, and the loud complaints of injured 
men* 

Alvarez and Sanchez stopped as they 
passed. They were a number of viUagera; 
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mea and women corrjing their cbildreiii 
and some of them . with small bundles 
thrown acros$ their backs. One of the 
first who came up accosted Sanchez. 

'^ Ah, Senor Sanchez, if any thing coi44 
make me glad to*da}r». I should be glac] to 
see you returned." 

They were the whole inhabitants of t}i« 
little village of Las Casas del Puerto, om 
of the prettiest in the valley of Almarii^ 
and distant about a i^ile from th^ Quinta 
de Vistosa. Alvarez recognized some of 
them, and made himself known to them* 

** Ah> Senor Don Felix, is that you? 
Upon an evil day will you retui^ to the 
house of your father. Yesterday's smi 
wa3 .the last that will ever set upon th^ 
village of Las Casas* God knows whi^ 
ther the quinta has not shared the 9amQ 
&te." 

FeUx had mow been recognized by i^l 
the villagexB. They had been the ac* 
quaintancea of :fai$ childhoodf ^d tb^Jf 
cnywded round htm, finr a moment fof^r 

o 8 
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getting their misfortunes in the pleasure of 
bidding him welcome. 

^* Tell me, my Mends, what dreadful 
misfortune has befallen you/* exclaimed 
Felix. 

* Every voice was* raised at once, to speak 
of individual sorrow; and it was diffi^cult for 
Flelix to collect any thing from* the cla- 
mour until one peasant undertook to relate 
the' general x^alamity. 

'^ Last TOght, Se&or, was a dreadful 
night for us. ^5) A man from Truxillo 
told us in the ev^iing that the French 
had left the town, and were coming to 
cross the bridge of boats that they have 
made ticams the Tagus, ever since the 
great bridge of Almaraz was blown up. 
We remained in our houses, Senor, be- 
Gduse we were in hopes that in the night 
they would march by without doing us 
any harm. But we were woefully: deceived. 
It was late when they arrived,^ and they 
hsdted for the night just outside of the 
viUage* The chiefe and prindpal offices 



took up their lodging in all the large 
cortijos* in the neighbourhood. ' They, 
say that a General slept at your father's 
quinta, Senor. The soldiers began the 
work of destruction, by tearing down our 
doors and windows, and taking all our 
furniture, and burning it as fire-wood iiK 
their camp. (16) We were patient, Senor, 
and still remained in hopes of protecting, 
our little property. But all would not do. 
Some of the soldiers remained in our cot- 
tages. One of them — a brute — a devil— r 
with thoughts put into his head by Beel* 
zebub himself, seized hold of la tiaf. 
Anita, the wife of farmer Juan there. 
The dame struggled. — Overpowered by 
strength, she drew the villain's bayonet. 

* Isolated fann-houses. 

f La tia is the aunt literally ; but it is habitual ia 
the country to call the matrons and heads of families, 
where there are younger women, by the general title 
of tia. Thd servants in a house call their mistrefss 
the tia. - 
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which hung at his side, and stabbed him 
to the heart.'* 

'* She was a heroine," exclaimed Felix. 

'^ She was, Senor; but the blow she 
struck was our death-warrant. The alarm 
Was given in the camp. A French soldier 
had been murdered by a peasant, was their 
cry. They asked not how justly he had 
met his fate. The firebrands were at 
WOTk. Our houses were given to the 
flamei9. Oiir blood too flowed. All whom 
they met they sacrificed. You see before 
you, Senor, the miseraUe few who saved 
themselves by flight." 

Felix had been wrought up by this 
horrid reci^; and at the sequel of it, 
unable to control his emotions, it was 
with difficulty he could prevent himself 
from falling from his mule, ^ut the 
thought of his father came into his mind, 
and roused him into action. No one could 
give him any information of the inhabitants 
of the quinta, further than that they un-^ 
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derstood a General had' slept there on the 
preceding night. The idea that the pre- 
sence of a General might have restrained 
the depredations of his soldiers darted a 
ray of hope into, his mind. He did not 
remember at the moment that it was the 
baneful example, avarice, and rapacity of 
the French leaders, that had fir$;t sown the 
seeds of cruelty in the hearts of their fol- 
lowers, and had since nurtured their too 
rapid growth* 

He would have instantly hastened for- 
ward ; but he was detained for a moment by 
the recollection of the destruction to which 
these unhappy people were hastening, under 
the idea that the whole of the French army 
had left TruxiUo. 

" Whither are you going, my friends? 
your destiroyers are still before you. — ^"Tis 
but a small part of them that have left 
Truxillo; follow my counsel, I will be- 
friend you ; and whatever may be my fate, 
I have sw(»*n to devote my life to the work 
of vengeance, for the multiplied wrongs of 
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oar injured country. Retrace your steps^ 
and cross again the Bio del Monte,* wiiich 
lies a little way before us ; there leave the 
roa^, and follow its course downward until 
you come to the mountain on which stands 
the Venta.del BarquiUo. Let that retired, 
house be our rendezvous. There remain, 
until I join you : you shall not wait for me 
long.** 

They received his advice and directions 
with an acclamation of thanks, and hastened 
to commence their retrograde journey. The 
q>ur of amiiety which quickened the pace; 
of Alvarez and Sanchez enabled him to 
outstrip them. They soon reached the. 
village of Jaraicejo, which they found de- 
serted by its inhabitants, but only partially, 
injured ; apd continuing their route, they 
passed through the thick wood which skirts 

* The Rio del Monte is a tributary stream oi~ 
some magnitude to the Tagus, into which it falls at 
the point where the road of communication between 
Caceres and Coria crosses it by means of the ferry* 
boat, called La Barca de Alconeta. . 
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th^ road beyond it, and were not long befero 
thej arriyed at the sudden predpiee which 
ends the w^mkI, and down which the road 
winds into the valley of Almaraz. . 

There is not in all Spain a point of 
view from which the eye discovers so en- 
chanting a. prospect*-— so delightful a mix- 
ture of the sublime and beautiful — ^so ex- 
tensive . and so diversified a scene, as the 
spot on which Felix now stood; where,^ 
after having wandered for some miles 
along an umbrageous path, overshadowed 
by the magnificent cork-trees, the multi- 
plicity of whose trunks confined, the horizon 
to the circumference of a fiew. yards, the 
traveller arrives at the point to which he 
has been long ascending; and: bursting at 
once from the shade which had surrounded 
him, the curtain as it were is suddenly 
withdrawn, and opens the brilliant scene d 
a vast valley, whare the sight is only 
bounded by the snow-covered tops of the 
Sierra de Gata, while it rests in the centre 
of the valley, upon the beautiful banks of 

g5 



file broad Tagus. He who could arrivi^ 
at this point without emotions of delight 
and wonder is but ill fitted to enjoy the 
beauties of nature. To Alvarez it was 
familiar ; jet, emerging from the wood, he 
stepped tdt an instant oh that commanding 
height whence every village, every quinta, 
every single house of the valley, as far as 
the banks of the river, might be distinctly 
discovered. He was too much accustomed 
to behdd from this point the trees that 
shaded his once happy Urth-place to err in 
the direction of his glance at this moment 

** Now God be jwaised," cried Felix, 
raking his claq)ed bands to Heaven. ^ See, 
Julian, where the quinta stands unmarked 
by that lurid column of smoke that rises 
fix)m the illrf^ted village before us.'* 

Lfds Casas del Puerto is the first village in 
the descent of the valley. It was still burn^ 
ing ; for in many of its houses the curling 
flame had not yet been converted into the 
thick vohime of smoke which rose* fiK)nti 
others. They shuddered as they passed it ; 
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afid now but a few moments, and tNy 
reach the quinta. 

As a body which ajq^roaehes the centre 
oi gravity by which it is attracted encreafies 
the rapidity of its motion, so Felix and 
Julian, who had first put their mules into a 
trot as they descended the valley, now ap- 
proached the quinta on a iuU gallop. They 
entered the avenue of trees before the farm- 
yard — ^the gates were open-— a dead si- 
lence indicated the desolation which Felix 
but too much dreaded to find. As they 
passed through the farm-yard, Julian burst 
into tears. 

** Holy Virgin ! see, Senor, see the man- 
gled body of my poor fellow servant Gero- 
nimo ! " 

Felix's heart was swelled too big to 
allow text the utterance of tears. He leaped 
firom his mule— he ran into the house- 
silence-— silence all. 

^< My &ther, my Albertina,'' tremblingly 
exclaimed Felix,' as he pulled open the door 
of the large hall in the centre of the house. 
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& father was there, but not to answer 
him ; or rather the expression of the agony' 
of death, which marked his countenance 
as he hung suspended from a beam before 
him, answered him but too well. 

'< O God !" exclaimed Felix, as he feU 
senseless on the floor. (17) 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Result of the Fate of Don Jos^. — ^Formation of 
a Band of Guerillas. — ^Its first Enterprise, — The 
Old Man at Medellin. 



jlHE ^^f which Sanchez &lt for the 
fate of his unfortunate master . was, after 
some time, diverted from its channel hy 
another cause-^the protracted fainting of 
Felix. He used every exertion, to re&tore 
him to life ; but was for a long time unsuc*' 
eessful ; anid when at length Felix .opened 
his eyes, it was but to confirm the fear 
which the remembraiite of the wound he 
had' received at 'Madrid had\excited m tiie 
mind of Julian r he was again deprived of 
his reason. That wound in the. head, from 
the eftects of whickit had required so much 
time and affiectiotate atteirtion to recover 
him, had left his brain too susceptible <^ 
demgonent. to be. able to. xesist tbe blow 
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which his mind had so suddenly received 
in the fate of his father. The power of 
respiration was restored to him; but he 
only CTQiplpyed it in raving cries upon his 
sister, and denunciations of vengeance upon 
the destroyers of his father. 

It was with the greatest difficulty that 
Sanchez could force him from the scene of 
horror that surrounded them, which how- 
ever he sucoeedfid in doing, after having 
removed the distorted body of Ddm Joo^ 
and. {daced it upon a bed in another apartr 
meat He then endeavoured to conduct 
Don Fdix to Truxillo, by the road of De- 
leytos^, and Torrecillasy instead of that by 
winch th^r had come, lest they should 
i»eet any more of the French army. . But 
Alvarez, now deprived of hiil reason^ would 
not be guided; and it was only by deceiving 
him into the idea that they Were pursuing 
the destroyers in search of ASiertEDay tludt 
tie could be persuaded to ftikiw tiie palk 
Sanchez wished to take. 

1^ amNml at IVuxilb witteol Me^ 



vng with any of the troops; and Julian 
hastened to place his master under the care 
of Senor Munoz, the friend who had re- 
ceived them asi they passed through the 
town the day before. Munoz, infonned of 
the melancholy fate of his friend, participated 
in the feelings, and spared no trouble to 
alleviate the misfortunes of his son. A 
violent fever was the consequence of the 
agitation of his mind ; and he renamed lot 
many weeks confined to his bed, in the most 
dangerous and afflicting state. 

But Sanchez, in the mean time, was not 
unmindful of the interests, and what he 
knew to be the intentions of his master* 
Having deposited his charge under the 
friendly care of the family of Sefior Munoz» 
he repaired to the Venta del Barquillo, 
where Alviu^ez had promised to seek the 

* 

unhappy outcasts from the village of Las 
Casas del Puerto. He found them as he 
expected, and informed them of what had 
taken place at the quinta, and the conse^ 
quent .situation 0f Alvarez* HetoULtfaemi 
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that the remaiDiDg part of the French army 
had left Truxillo ; and advised them to re- 
pair to that town, and endeayour to obtain 
the means of subsistence, until the recovery 
of Felix should enable him to follow the 

4 

plan that hcl had conceived for taking veoge- 
ance on their inhuman oppressors; and 
which he told them was to &rm them into 
a body of guerillas. His advice was fol- 
lowed by universal; approbation and con- 
currence; and acting, upon it, they left the 
venta "where they had concealed them-*^ 
selves. Some of them accompanied Sanchez 
to the quinta, which they found had not 
been further injured by those who followed 
its original destroyers. They consigned the 
remains of the murdered Don Jos£ to a 
decent grave^ and made others for the man- 
gled bodies of two of his servants who had 
shared his fate. Julian having ascertained 
that nothing remained in the quinta which 
could be carried away, proceeded to ex- 
amine whether the barbarians had dis- 
covered a bag of i^old which the careful 
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Don Jos6 had sidlfully conoealed in a pari 
of the. house, the secret of which had been 
confided to him alone. To his great ddight, 
he found it untouched; and taking possession 
of it for Don £elix» he shut up the deserted 
quinta, and returned to Truxillo. 

Felixes illness continued unabated for 
some time ; and when he recoviered his bodily, 
health, the effecte of his ill-fated wound kr 
the head had been too violently renewed to. 
be speedily removed. Month after month 
rolled on, and his mental derangement con- 
tinued the same. Many important events^ 
in the history of his countiy at this inter- 
esting period passed unknown to him. The 
victories of Fuentes de Onoro and Albu- 
hera ixnmfediiAtely f<dlowed his relapse into 
this unhappy state; and the province oC 
Estremadura, and the place he inhabited, 
again became . infested with the tigers of 
France. . 

It was during this return of misel'y to 
his country that he began to recover the 
ikculties of his mind ; but it was a considei:- 

7 



able time before he was restored to the full 
use of them. After his restoration to Reason, 
his memory recalled but too vividly the 
impressions which his father's death and* 
the loss of his sister had made upon it 
Julian conducted him to the quinta, and 
showed him his &thei^s grave. He kneeled 
i^n it, and solemnly swore to devote his Ufe 
to the purpose of vengeance for his father^s 
death, and for the wrongs of his country, 
and never to give up the srarch for his 
sistar until he found her, or were fatally 
convinced that she had ceased to exist 

Sanchez imparted to him all that had 
passed since the unhappy occurrence whidi 
had delved him of his reason, and he 
gave him the money which he had found 
in the quinta; 

. ^^ Do you remember your plan for forming 
the ruined inhabitants of Las Casas del 
Puerto into a body of guerillas," said Jidian, 
^ and heading them yourself? *' 

^* It has already recurred to my memory,'' 
repUied Feiis:: ** what is become of them ?** 
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*^ Most of them remain in Truxillo, where 
they have found means of employment, and " 
may perhaps have forgotten the design." 

^^ But they must be roused to the re«^ 
membrance of their wrongs, and to revenge 
them," said Alvarez : *^ this money will be 
sufficient to supply them with arms, and 
they have hearts that wi)l teach them how, 
to use them.** 

It was indeed no difficult thing to rouse 
these exasperated people, whom: a sense of 
their injuries kept in continual irritation. 
Some of the fathers of families, ^ who had 
obtained the means of supporting a miserable 
existence by the labour of their hands, pre^ 
ferred a peaceable state of slavery with 
their wives and children to any separation 
of their fate; but the younger part were 
all actuated by one spirit; and in the course 
of a month, Felix fbund that thare wese 
upwards <£ thirty peasants prepared to 
follow his fortunes in the work of retribution, 
and to riiare his fate. 

Alvarez recclvered irom Uie state of 
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into which his misfortynes had placed 
him ; but the effect which it had pfrodueed 
upon hb character was irremediable; the 
wound was healed, bat the scar, which 
it left was indelible. He was no longer 
the cheerful being he had been in his 
childhood at the quinta ; the accomplished 
youth he had appeared when at the! uni-^ 
veredty ; or the pleasing^ the animated link 
in the . diain of society which had entitled 
him to the smiles of the beauties of Cadiz* 
He was changed in every point ; the airy 
dreftms of romance had given way to 
the gloomy imaginings of despair; the 
smiling dress in which his fancy Used- 
to deck all the objects from which he 
d^ved {Measurable seiisation, and, in spite 
of aU his early disappointments, thesfe had 
predominated over th6 more peaceful ones of 
his life, was now stripped off. The thought, 
of pleasure was banished from his mind — 
that which approac^^ nearest to it was 
the satis£Eu:tion he derived from the. an- 
ticipation of wreaking his vengieance on 
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the destroyers of his fadier. Daily mid 
hourly did he repeat the oath by which he 
bound himself to consider this the only oc- 
cupation of his life. Daily and hourly:did 
be imagine aggravated scenes of honor» 
which he ardently hoped to realize in the 
process of his revenge. 

Something like a recurrence of the soflber 
images of his: mind would at times present 
themselves to his fancy in the form of 
Ismena ; but he dwelled not on the thought^ 
and rather strove to chase it away, by 
painting the probaftile sufferings of hta 
sister^ in quest of whom alt search bad 
been fruitless. She had not fallen a victim 
to their cruelty and thirst for Uood, for her 
body, was no where to be found ; nor could 
she have - fled from their barbarity, > £»r 
whither would she have sought fw reft^ 
but in'Truxillo, where .she possessed sa* 
many friends ? and if she had chosen, aiiy 
oth^ place' of security, woiild sheiAot^faape 
jetmmed -duzuig the period wMcl) ixad 
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dapsed, or at least have injEmiied hfr 
fijends of her retreat ? 

The little troop which Alvarez and Sant 

chez had engaged in their cause^ and who 

now 83t7kd theinaelvet» a party of guerillast 

were, not without difficultj, secretly prof 

vided with the necessary arms^ and ware 

DQt only ready to oonunenee their cam- 

paigDy but impatient of delay. Alvarez 

Was. anxious .that the first blow they struck 

should be one which woiild make them 

fisared by tbeur enemies* who had been 

hilih^rto, unaccustomed to be upon their 

guttrd >gain8t guerillas, in £stremadura» 

where no oiganisted party of tibem existed. 

AflSer some consideration, he decided upon 

eaeouting a pbm which, had been suggested 

to him hy the remembrance of th^ uni 

happy, &le 6f Pepa, the daughter of his 

dd fiitiid, the Alcalde of Santa Amk 

The post oocupied by the viUainB who had 

perpitmted that atrocious act had long 

faaca ^nm upi but another had bear 
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estdbMshed^ for the purpMe <tf 
tion, not fior distant It consisted of Weaij 
meA, ankl occupied the solitary YenUi of 
La Matilla» in the Sierra de Fuentei^ 
midwaj between. Gaoeres and Tiusillo^ 
fiir the oomrnunioation faetweat which 
plac» it was the i^elay. It was by: the 
annihilation of this detachment that Alrares 
determined to make the existence of his 
pmriido de gueriUas at once known .and 
feared^ 

Eirerjr tiling was ready. Alvarez, wi& 
Sanchez, visited individually the perscms 
who ccmippsed their little, band, and in* 
focmed them of the speedy conmience^ 
meht of their campaign. f'Meet me," 
said Fdix, ''to-morrow, an hour before 
son^set, en the hanks of the river Magascp, 
near the village 0f Marta* The sun of 
faHBsorrow siuH set J>r ever upchi eVeiy 
Uving being in the Yenta de la MaftiHa. 
Let evay man seek a diiEerast road to the 
place of rendenvoui, and let him artiva 

1 
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ihere smgty, lest o«r mgeeting be observed^ 
Bnd our design frastxated." . ... . 
V' Alvarez slept not t^t. nig^bt* .The 
anxiety of Us mind iiaBish^ eyery thought 
of repose. ^ He ^foit tbat he Kvaa absmt to 
commence a career, .which, .would' be the 
fiJtuie one of his .lile;;: in whisk he sosigbt 
not glory, but just revengi^. fin:, deepest 
injuries. He felt that, he was about. to 
draw: the sword, to. a^as^ his* murdered 
father :-— delighted with the idea, he. oc- 
cupied bis/ ijdnd the i greater part of the 
n^ht in "pladn^ it. in its most : bloody 
forms, and in^ teacmg. tiUb ptogwss of ^ his 
revenge. tiU it. should end. in . the extenmt-' 
nation of all the Erench in Spain. Hte 
was i^on the road to Mai^tia; acedjtnpanied 
bjr. Sanchez; shoiliy after damrn, altfaqu^ 
it would i hardly. /requite 'three, hours: ;te 
ifiach jUuit: fiaoeijfrom: lExuxiUo^i^ Mki 
fnend-vMimoz>wfls the, .<inly ioi^. not ; eds- 
cemed -in the secret wbo£: was : entcusted 
with it; atid to- him JPelisc: confided mnSk- 



^airt 0f hi& small stock of money as h^ 
foond ii inconveoieiit to esrry in his leo^ 
Uiem girdle^ at parting he took an aft 
fectioflate leave of him, foi^ he thought no( 
of retucDing to IVuxillo. His labours 
i^nce commenced, he meant to allure a life 
of quiet, and to devote Hmself to fdl the 
lianlships and privations, that the danger 
with which he must be constantlj su]> 
Yonmled would impose tipoh him* He 
tesumed the peasant's dress which had been 
the means of preserving Mm in Puerto de 
Santa Maria, and he made no extemai 
difference .between himself and those who 
partook of his dangers. 

The Rio Magasca rdfts ita shallow and 
interrupted course round the base of a high 
Ittll, which intervenes between its stream 
and the large village of Marta« 

It WBS on the side of this hill, as it shelved 
down to the river, that Alvarez first coif 
leeted together his little trocxp, and h^*e it 
was that they swore* to prosecute an interf^ 
nunable war upcm the ravagers of thsh 

roia. II. - H . 
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country, and never to spare the life of a 
Frenchman whom it was in their power 
to destroy; here too they acknowledged 
Alvarez as their chief, and {Mromised an 
entire obedience to his comnyands. Thus 
was formed their bond of union, and they 
prepared to place the seal tipon it by dqi- 
{nqg their swords in the blood of their 
enemies. ...j -. , 

Alvarez determined not to give the de- 
tachment any time for preparation, but to 
fall upon them, if possible, ^tirely by sur- 
prise* To ascertain the probability of a 
vigorous resistance from them, he went 
himsel{ with Jufian to the town of Marta, 
^dd procured a quantity of tobacco, under 
tl;i^ pretence of selling which, he intended 
to introduce himself into the venta, to be 
«ble to seize the favourable opportunity of 
attack. To this end the guerillas crossed 
the Rio Magasca at different times, and 
concealed themselves in the wood with 
which, the venta is surrounded, all how- 
ever sufi^ently near to it to be able to 

9 



FELIX ALVAKE2f. 147 

Imut aoy signal that might be given from 
it. Alvarez and Sanchez, with their to- 
bacco, a^)B8ed the river higher up, and 
^t ufKHi the/ road to Cacere which kd 
them to the venta. 

As thejT i^^pached it they discovered 
i^veral soldiers sitting before the door 
fioioking, whilst others were employed in 
cleaning their accoutrements in a shed which 
adjoined the house, and where there were 
ten horses ready saddled, an4 prepared for' 
service, with the sabres of their riders 
hanging at the pummels. Alvarez judged 
from this that half the detachment were 
kept on duty at one time. 
The soldiers accosted them : 
^* Ola— what have you got there ? " 
*' Tobacco to sell. Will you buy any ? " 
« Let's see it." 

Alvarez produced his packet of tob^icco, 
which one of the soldiers took from him ; 
and calUng to some of his companions, 
they began without ceremony to share its 
contents* 

H 3 



148 TBILnSi ALYAiR&^r. 



** If you take it ali,'* said Felix, ''yoi 
niust pay me four dollars for it.*^ > . 

** Quatro diablos," cried a soldier. '* Be 
f>ff at a trot ; and thank your &l«rs we 
don't take your horse from yOu.** 

Alvarez acted his part by grumUmgi 
'imd pursuing his road, but he had seen 
enough to know in what state he might 
expect to find the dragoons. As soon 
therefore as he had got out of sagfat . df 
the venta, he struck off amongst th^ 
trees that bordered the road on either sid€S 
and, retracing his steps, was not long in 
rejoining his companions, who were in 
ambush in the rear of it. 

It had been a fine day, but the evening 
sky had gradually become overcast, and 
the. gathering clouds, by impeding the r&ys 
of the sun, seemed to hasten him to his 
bed, bringing earlier on the nighl^ for the 
arrival of which Alvarez and his party so 
lanxiously longed. It came at last, and 
the conspiring clouds shut out every twink- 
ling star, whose ray might have too soon 
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Ketrayed the approach of , the doath-bearing 
guerillas. They left thdr ambush, and 
gaining the road they arrived within a few 
yards of the vehta unperceived. The sol- 
diers had retired within it, to their supper ; 
and apparently mirth proceeded at the? 
banquet, for the rude, noise of their loud 
laughter fell upoil the ears of Alvarez 
and im companions. The open shed by. 
tbe side of the house was still occupied, as 
it^lien Felix and* JuKan parsed* The horses 
of half the detaK^hment Were raJQged under., 
it, .ready fpr mounting; their bridles only 
were wanting, and these were suspended 
from the pummels of their saddles on one 
sid^, whilst the sabres of the dragoons hung^ 
on the other. A solitary sOTtry paced, 
akxng tins line of horses, and the clang ofv 
^is empty sabre sheath, as it drawled along: 
the ground, responsive to his measured; 
footsteps, was the only sound froifi w;ithQut 
the inn, which mingled with the indications 
o£ mirth from within. 

Having ascertained from this pircum<* 
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Stance that their horses were guarded 
but by one m^n, Felix advanced to the 
shed with his band. 

" Qui vive ?^ vociferated the sentinels 
The answer was a fatal one. The 
soldier fell deprived* of the power of re- 
peating the question, or giving the alarm. 
The horses were quickly bridled, and the 
sabres in the hands of the guerUlas, who weri^ 
before only armed with such weapons bs^ 
could be concealed — pistols, knives, and 
daggers. A sufficient number of the party 
remained with the horses to protect th^n, 
whilst others, headed by Julian, went round 
the house in search of the other stable, 
where they expected to find the remaining 
horses. Alvarez led the rest of his men 
to the venta. The door was confined by 
a wooden latch, which was capable of being 
raised as well from the outside as from 
within. Proceeding with caution, Felix 
gently pushed the door open, but was 
scarcely able to distinguish clearly the 
objects that presented themselves, from the 
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quantity of smoke which filled the great, 
and almost only room of the venta, for the 
lofts above stairs hardly deserved to be so 
called; this was a combination of the 
smoke which the strong wind prevented 
from ascending through the ill-contrived 
chimney, and that which had passed 
through the mouths of the soldiers^ who 
were regaling themselves with the tobacco 
of which they had robbed Felix. 

The noise of their mirth had a little 
abated, or rather was drawn to one point 
by the attention of the whole to the song 
of one man, who was ainusing his comrades 
Mod himself, by singing a French chanson 
de table; and this temporary silence, ren- 
dered more electric the shock which was 
produced by the pistol of Felix, with which 
he effectually and eternally silenced the 
vdce of the singer. 

The confusion that ensued is not to be 
described, and it must be left to the ima-^ 
gination to picture the Uoody sacrifice, of 
which it was the prelude ^ if any lo^ re* 



vdlted at the scene which presents itself to 
^idf minds, let it be remembered thdt the 
Spaniards were seeking redrew by the law 
of retaliation; when no other llaw was re^ 
spected, and that in the ^cecution of its^ 
dictates ^of taking life for life, they were 
puiashing, by a rapid and idmost ii^tan-* 
taneotts death, those who were delibierately 
and wantonly inflicting torture, and com^ 
mitting murder under the most aggrayatdi)]^ 
drciimstaBces of cruelty* Nor can it be 
ftaid that they were punishing the infioceif 1» 
for the guilty ; for although the dragoonel 
of La MirfUla were not perhaps the rii^ 
ragers of the vaUey of Almaraz, yet the 
iixfecttcm had spread tdo far in the nmloi 
of liie Frendi army ; the tMirst for. plunder^ 
and the consequent indifference, or delight 
ID: the production of human mis^y was too 
general for any part of it to esccqpe it9 
influence : and Alrarez felt as the work of 
death was going on, that although no haaod 
there had held tiie brand that fired Las 
Casas,.nor ftsed the fatal ^knot l&ai de^ 



pn^tiid his &ther of life, yet, that he was 
avenging the destruction of many another 
i^age^ and the fate of many another pa^ 
retit< 

' The gueriUas were not long in effecting. 
Itieir pnrpose. The manner in which the- 
scddiers were surprised, and the confusion- 
of mingled friends and enemies in the 
venta greatly assisted them. Five or six^ 
(^ the men who were in the stable with the 
unsaddled horses when Julian's party had' 
attacked them, had opposed no resistance; 
but saved themsdves by flight ; of the rest^^ 
^^ the detachment not one remidned to tell, 
the tale: one of the guaiUas had 'been 
bfflad, and two'shgbtly wounded. Those 
who had fled would certainly alarm- the 
troops at Caceres or at Truxillo, and a 
speedy retreat was necessary. They pos- 
sessed tiiemselves of the horses and arms of ^ 
their victims, and having taken all that, 
was found of any value about theii* per^ 
ftans,.4hey assembled round Alvarez ti 

receive his oKlers* s 

h5 
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'' My Mends/' «aid he, '' the work of re* 
tribtttion has been performed in a. manner 
worthy of , the cause which we have armed 
fo defend, and of the yengeance whidi 
your wrongs require : we must now seek 
a safe retre^ ; we dhall no where find so 
secure^ aone :as in the woods and passes of 
the SieiTfi Morena. Thither let us repair; 
let €ach n^an take his own road, taking 
care to avoid the neighbourhood of towns, 
or the stations of the enemy, where, oiur 
arms would subject us to discovery and 
death. Let the small Caseria c^ Palpr 
do, at the source of the river Cala^ upon 
the borders of Andalusia, be our place of 
rendezvous, and every man arrive there 
with :what speed he can^-r-God he with you 
in." ,. ^ 

The guerillas, exhilarated by their suc^- 
cess, and delighted with their bootyi di- 
vided themselves into smalLfiarties* , Those 
to whose lot the h(»rses had fallen, retained 
their arms and military af^anmce ; but 
the remainder, who were obliged to walk. 
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kept their concealed weapons only, and by 
means of their capas assumed the appearance 
of common peasants. They separated ac* 
cording to the directions which had been 
given them. 

Alvarez and Sanchez continued together* 
They struck off into a small path with 
which Julian was acquainted, and whicb 
led them over the mountain to the vil* 
lage of Plasenzuela, from which place tiiey 
kept along the skirt of a country road 
which carried them near RoblediUa, Mia* 
jada, Rena, and other villages. It was 
still dark when they ax>ssed the bridge of 
MedeUin and entered the ruined stieet^s of 
the town. , 

^ Do you remember the poor old man/' 
said Fdix, ** who gave us a night's lodging 
when we passed this way atwdvemontk 
ago?'^ 

** Let us go and see him/ said Sanchez.^ 

** I was about to express the siUne wish^" 
replied Alvarez, and they proceeded to 
LaVqpa. 
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'^ They had no dfficulty in rememberaig 
^ little fa^t where they had been sheltered, 
ner any in entering it, for the door was 
tupm the latch. The inside was lighted by 
a solitary candil or oil-light hung up m. 
the chimney, and they found the old n^n 
lying upon a truckle bed in one comer of 
the room, with his arms crossed upon -his 
breast. Upon taking the light from the 
diimney and approaching the bed, they 
found that he was not asleep, and they 
accosted him. • 

' " Are you come so soon," said he ; ^ the, 
hours have passed quickly with me since I 
sent the little girl to Don Benito to fetch 
you — ^I thought it but a few minutes ago." 
** We do not come from Don Benito." 
•* Who are you then ?* asked the old 
man. . 

It was with some difficulty that Alvarez 
oould bring himself to his recollection, and 
his menrtory was unasdsted by his sight ; 
for upon fuming his head to look at the 
stranger who spoke to him, he bei^d two 



Tt^ea with broad-brimmed hats and large 
capad, which hmfg partly thrown aside^ 
discovered broad leathern girdles, contain- 
ing a range pfcartridges, and supporting a» 
brace of pistols, hy means of a long tongue 
fastened to thetn, and slipped between the* 
girdle and the body. Their sabres were^ 
held under their left arms, and T'elix'is' 
right arm elevated the light above his head*' 
After some time the old man recollected' 
them. ^* Yoii are come j** said he^ *^ to be- 

• . * • • • " 

hold the end of my miserable existence— P 
am about to join, my dear boys in another 
world— I feel that the moment is fast ap-' 
proaching, and I have sent for- the only 
man in the world who is intereisted in - my 
fate.** ; . ' 

•Alvarez endeavoured to speak comfort to 
him. 

He continued — " I have been praying 
for this moment many a day : praised be^ 

God it is conie at last. I shall meet iny 

*■ 

sons in heaven^— I ardentty hope it*-*f 
&rmty believe it.1 The old man was W 

5 
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temipted bj a violent fit oi Goughing, 
which, however, after some time subsided* 

*^ I fear I cannot survive another such fit, 
and I will therefore impart to you what I 
wished to have told my friend. Under the 
brick in yon comer, which is loose, you will 
find a bag containing fifty doubloons* It is 
the remains of a hidden treasure which 
escaped the general wreck, ^ere is one 
SeSor Geronimo Alva, who lives at Don 
Benito : he will be here present^ ; give it 
to him. It is my free gift : but tell him 
that I entreat him to bury mj\)odj — "* Here 
the old man attempted to rise in his bed, ta 
express the earnestness of his request^ but 
the exertion was too great for him ; it pro- 
duced another fit of coughing, which re- 
alized his own prediction — ^his spirit fled^ 

But the old man had said enough to re- 
mind Alvarez of the visit he had paid to the 
graves of his so^s in the ruins of the house. 
He remembered the vacant place which 
had been left between the two graves, and 
the infaentioii he had expressed as to its< 



desUnatioii, sufficiently to dose the speech 
which the old man had left unfinished. 

It was a considerable time before Senor 
Alva arrived from Don Benito, and Al- 
varez and Sanchez occupied it in refreshing 
themselves and their horses. Having im- 
parted the dying man's legacy and his re- 
quest to his friend, ^and obtained a promise 
that attention should be paid to it, they 
again ^et forth on their journey to the 
Sierra Morena^ 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Cadis— MoaqueiB and Ismoia — ^Ubel on the Biitiaii' 
Government— Levant Wind — Christmas Gambols 

• « 

— Nacimientos — LaNoche buena—Ismena alarm- 

ed. ' ' '- 



jV'E will leave Felix in the faMnesses of 
the Sierra Morena, inuring himself and his 
men to the hardships of their new profes- 
sion, and occasionally intercepting couriers 
and small detachments, by which the com- 
munication had hitherto been kept up be- 
tween the armies of Marshals Soult and 
Marmont ; and we will carry our readers 
back to Cadiz, the siege of which place had 
been conducted with increased vigour. 

Mosquera, having, as he imagined, e£fec- 
tually prevented any ill consequences to 
himself from the detection of his villany, 
by the removal of Alvarez^ was anxious to 
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ascertain to what extent Felix had inform^- 
ed Ismena of his intentions, in the letter 
which he had been prevented from inter- 
cepting bj the unfortunate intervention of 
the duena. Mosquera had no reason to 
doubt the account which Felix had himself 
given of its contents ; for he had evinced too 
blind a confidence in him, in so implicitly re- 
lying on his information and following hi» 
advice, to admit the supposition that he had 
tiio'ught it necessary to deceive him in any 
liespect. / 

^ The receipt of Alvarez's letter astonished 
dhd perplexed Ismena, to whom it was de- 
livered by the Senora Ana, while she was 
Stin confined to her bed. With his history 
previous to his arrival at Cadiz she was but 
imperfectly acquainted ; but she was aware 
that he entertained an affection for Rosa, 
which,however, she had discernment enough 
to see was seated more in his imagination 
than in his heart ; and it rather excited her 
to endeavour to supplant her rival than 
discouraged her fi*om the hope of succeed- 
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ing. Wben, therefore, in his letter he told 
her that attention to his dearest interests 
obliged him to lose no time in reaching Se- 
ville, she could only conjecture from a 
knowledge of his character, that he bad 
considered his affection for Rosa as forniing 
those interests ; and she imagined that he 
might have learnt that she was at Seville : 
hut when in ccmtinuation he proceeded to 
inform her of the means by which he was 
enabled to gain his end, by leaving Cadiz, 
although h^ mentioned no name, she had 
no hesitation in pronouncing Mosquera to 
be the person under whose baneful influence 
he had acted ; for during her acquaintance 
with Alvarez she had often found the necesk 
sity of combating the power which his friend 
had acquired over his mind, and which he 
abused to lead him into dissipation and 
destruction. Besides this, with all his art, 
more than one circumstance had pointed 
the finger of suspicion at Mosqu^a ; and 
the inference which Ismena drew from 
Felix's CQjane^tioii with him, and the man- 
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ner of the latter's leaving Cadis was, that 
he wai the dupe of the former,^ of whom 
she was oonfinned in the idea that he kept 
up a communication . with the besiegiiig 
army, < Her suspicions, however, did not 
amount to suflkient certainty, to enahUe 
her to denounce him to the police, which 
she could not have done without divulging 
Felix's secret, and allowing him to be am- 
sidered as a traitor. 

■ The account which Ismena received fieom 
Captain M. , of Felix's conduct at the 
battle of Barrosa, and during the whole of 
the expedition, was calculated to confirm 
the favourable opinion she had conceived oi 
him, and, unlike an Andalusian pasaon, 
Iter affSection for Mm increased in spite of 
his absence, which was attended with such 
mysterious circumstances. As she became 
restored to health, the visits of her friends 
in the English army were renewed with 
greater frequency than before the expedi* 
tion: Captain M — ^ particulaiiy fre- 
quented her aunt's hous^; and her conver- 
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Stations with him ifspectiag FeUx* in whom 
M" "^ took a sincere interest, served b|it 
to increase the impression which he had 
ipade upon her heart. 
. The bustle, the interest, the hope, which 
the expedition that had ended in the battle 
of Barrosa had excited in Cadiz were now* 
subsided ; and the discussion on the unfor-^ 
tunate conduct which had destroyed the 
fruits of that hard-earn^ victory, aiid the, 
piffty-spirit which it had excited in the 
towni v^ere gradually isinking into oblivion; 
But it was not the ii^t^ntiou of the dastardly^ 
agents of the Usurper, at the head d 
trhom was Mosquera, that the party spirib 
and dissensions which had been thus raised: 
8}M>uld be so speedily quelled, Mosqueiiai 
s?t his ingenuity to work, atid produced a: 
pamphlet, which b^ing published and widely 
drculated in the town, was but too effica*- 
dous in increasing the jealousy and distrust 
or the assistance affcMrded by the British^ 
whkh was already so widely disseilunatedi. 
He Qidled his pan^phlet a Letter from the 



liadiis of GadiK to EagGeoege the Third, 
.Kingof England;^ and itdatfaedinan ironic 
rcalstjlethe mostbarefacedcalumniesagainst 
the British Qovernment, and^e most in^ 
.genions misrepresentatibns of its actions and 
intentions. Glaring as was the purpose of 
this hifamous work, it nevertheless pro- 
^luced a sensation among the inhabitants of 
-Cadiz of suflkient importance to induce the 
minister of the government that it libelled 
to publiiA an answer to it, which,, however, 
.went but a little way towards preventing 
its ill effects ; for no people are so cdmplete* 
•iy. guided by prejudice as the Spaniards; 
«nd powerfiil indeed must be the reasoning 
which will convince them of the error of ah 
opinion once formed and adopted, however 
absurd it may be* 

The comparative i*etirement in which 
Ismena lived, had prevented her from being 
in company with Don Luis for a considera- 

> 

* IiQs 'Demm de Cadiz i Jorge Terc«ro, Rey de 

Inglaterra. 
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ble time after the battle of ISairosal It 
was chance which at length brought them ' 
t(^;ether, and Imi^aa was determined to 
profit by the occasioDy to endeayour to 
diacorer whether Mosquera was acquainted 
with the movements of Alvarez. 

The inhabitants of Cadiz wore alreadjr 
molested hy the unwcdcome visit and ill 
efiects of the Levant wind, which anacnino*^ 
ed the approach of the winter season. (18^ 
The busy crowd at the end of the CsHe 
Ancha,* in the Plaza de San Ant<mio» 
iabout two o'clock, generally consisting of 
almost all the merchants of Cadiz, was re- 
duced by the chilling and unwholesome 
i)lasttoafew straggling pc^itidans or deeidy 
interested votaries of commerce ; and the 
gay shops of the lower end of the Calle 

* The Calle Ancha, or principal street of Cadiz, 
serves as the Exchange, where the mercantile busi- 
ness is transacted, and the daily news discussed. Its 
shops are the handscHnest and richest in the town, 
and it consequently becomes the favourite morning 
lounge. 
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Ancha, 80 constatitly the resort of all the 
&shion of Cadiz, in the lounging employ- 
ment of shopping, were now only visited 
by an occasional belle, who, well wrapt in 
her mantilla, with hurried pace ventured 
to seek some artide of real necessity, in 
spite of the whirls of dust that ascended in 
the middle of the street, and at the risk of 
being blown away. It was an errand of 
this kind which had induced Ismena to 
take a walk, and which brought her to the 
shop of La Nina Bonita.^ M osquera pass- 
ed, and, seeing her, entered the shop. 

** At the feet of mi Senora Dona Ismena • 
de Valdez," said he. '\ 

" Beso de vmd la mano, Setior'^I kiss^ 
your hand; Sir," she replied. 

** It is long since I have had the good 
fortune to meet you, Seiiora.** 

'* Senor Don Luis is aware that my 
aunf s house is at his service; If he wished 
our society, therefore, he would seek it.** 

* " The pretty girl:** a eelebrated milliner of 
the Calle AB^bsy is 00 called. 
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M o»piera ran oyer sooae oommon-plade 
oomj^ments and excuses. 

** I have been wisliing to see you D09 
JLuisy** said Ismena, ** to hear, from 700 
j6ome news of Don Fdix Alvarez. Wher^ 
is he now ? " 

*' I was m hopes to have obtained tiiat 
information from you, Senora." 

"From me. Sir!'* 

*^ I could hardly suppose," saidMosquera» 
<< that Felix could be so ungrateful, for the 
interest which Dona Ismena takes in his 
welfare, . as to keep her in ignorance of his 
fate, although the claims of long established 
friendship have not been sufficient to induce 
him to inform me- of his foi^^unes/' 

Ismena was so firmly convinced, that it 
was through Mosquera that Felix had left 
Cadiz, that she locdced upon what he said 
as artfully intended to discover how far 
Felix had made her acquainted with hi^ 
plans, and endeavoured to lead him into a 
confession of what she was unacquainted 
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with, by pretending to be better informed 
than she really was. 

*^ I thought, Sefior, that you were aware 
of the manner of his quitting Cadiz, and the 
reasons which induced him to leave it. You 
may not however have been informed of his 
departure from Seville." 

^ I was not aware that he had reached 
Seville," said Mosquera. " Upon leaving' 
Cadiz, I understood that he went to 
Lisbon." 

This conversation of cross purposes con* 
tinued for some time, without either of the 
persons who sustained it being able to- 
obtain any satisfactory information upon 
the subject of their inquiry ; and when they 
separated, the impression which it left upon- 
the mind of Ismena was a doubt as to her 
suspicions of Mosquera, who on his part 
supposed from what he had heard, that : 
Felix had found means to convey informal 
tion to Ismena, though he could not under-* 
stand how ; and he inferred from this cir- 
cumstance, and from her manner towards 

VOL. II. I 
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Yam, that in her he had to fear an enemy^ 
acquainted with his character and his em- 
ployment. The entrance of such an idea 
in his mind was sufficient to set all his in-, 
vention at work to guard against this 
enemy^ and if possible to avoid the danger 
by her destruction. 

The visits of Captain M , and some 
other of the British cheers, at the house of 
Ismena's aunt, became more frequent than 
before the expedition ; and as Christmas 
approached, the usual sombre routine of the 
evening there gave way to a gayer order of 
things. A family, consisting of a mother 
and three merry girls, had lately arrived at 
Cadiz from Tarifa, where they had been 
the intimate friends of Ismena. Their re- 
sidences were now not far apart, and the 
tertulia was increased by their number, 
and enlivened by their presence. .The elder 
ladies sat close into the brasero,* while a 

* Tbe broiero i% a. large hrats pan, placed ia a 
wood^ %9u^i oontajjui^ t>iirni«g cbftrcoalj wUch if 
8 
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larger circle was made around it hj 
Isfiiena and her newly arrived friends 

las de Nunez,* intermixed with M^ , 

three or four other English officers, and some 
occasional Spanish acquaintances. Instead 
of the usual routine of gambling and 
scandaU which was Carried on in the higher 
tertulias, these more domesticated onesr 
were diversified by Christmas games, for- 
feits, and occasionally music and dancing. 
The games which were generally played 
particularly amused the English officers, ta 
whom they were quite new, and who en^ 
tered into them with all the spirit of sdiool-* 
boys. Sometimes the party sat in a small 
circle, every person holding fast of a shawl, 

the only means by which the rooms in Spain are 
jrarmed in the winter. 

* Las de Nunez is a familiar way of expressing 
the whole family, as we say, the Nunezes. The 
Spaniards make use of it most commonly to eKpcess 
the female part of a family oidy, and they even use 
it in the singular, when talking of a new married wife 
or an only daughter, they say L^ de Nufiez, as we 
would say Mrs. or Miss Nunez. 

IS 



17a FELIX ALVAREZ* 

80 as to stretch it out in the form of a table^ 
and being so stretched, it was raised to. be 
even with the mouths of the whole party- 
which rested against it. In this situation 
a. light piece of wool is placed in the middle 
of the shawl ; at a signal given, every body 
begins to blow as hard as they can, and the 
wool is consequently agitated from one side, 
to the other; but it is impossible to resist 
laughing at the gestures of the opposite 
and surrounding neighbours, and whoever 
laughs is unable at the same time to blow ; 
the cessation of his efforts causes the wool 
to be influenced by the opposite blower, 
and it immediately takes refuge in the 
laugher's mouth, who. is obliged to- pay a 
forfeit for indulging in his mirth,' and 
thereby receiving the wool. 

When Christmas arrived, Ismena was 
induced, by her desire to make her English 
fiiends acquainted with the customs of her 

country, to walk at times with the ^eater 

> . . . * 

part of the tertulia, through different quar- 
ters of the town, either, following the 
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musical parities, which were continually met 
in the streets, or visiting nacimientos. At 
'Christmas time a number of the respectable 
part of the poorer class of society adorn 
their houses^ with what they call nachni" 
'entos, or representations of the birth of our 
Saviour with puppets. These are sometimes 
large enough to occupy a whole room, and 
sometimes small enough to be contained in 
a glass casd. They consist of wooden 
figures, intended to represent the persons ' 
who were really present at that event, 
dressed iii costume : the scene is laid at the 
^ate of Bethlehem; and the landscape 
around is decorated with various groups of 
inen, animals, trees, &c; They are lighted 
up at night, and thrown open for public in- 
spection, it being the fashion to go about in 
parties, from * one to another, to see them. 
There are a great many nacimientos in all 
parts of the large towns of Spain, which are 
made from motives of devotion ; and it is 
only after visiting the inferior ones in the 
houses of poorer people, that a plate is pre* 
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sented to you on going out to recdVe your 
donation. ^ 

The night of Christmas eve is called by 
the Spaniards la ftoche huenUi or the good 
night. It is one of peculiar merriment, 
und few persons think of retiring to their 
hed& until the morning dawns. At mid- 
night high mass is said in all the principal 
ehurefaes» called la Misa del Gallo, or mass 
of the Cocky from being said at the eariiest 
cock crow. After the massj^, the lower sort 
of people assemble in parties in the street^ 
and plazaa, and pass the night in dancing 
and singing. On these occasions the uni« 
versal instrument, th6 guitar^ is accompanied 
by a rustic one called a zambomba, which 
is made with a piece of parchment strained 
across the mouth of a pitcher, with a stick 
so placed through a hole in the middle of 
it, that upon moving it up and down, a 
roaring noise is produced like that wbkb 
is made by a piece of wood swung in a 
circle by school-boys in England. This un>- 
eouth musdc mingles with their loud singing. 
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and their twanging guitar, and all together 
serve as an inspiring accompaniment to the 
movements of the fandango, the ol6, the 
guaracha, or the zapateado.* The better 
sort of people amuise themselves in strolling 
about to witness these riotous revels, or in 
assembling at their houses to pass the night 
in convivial merriment. 

On the ndche buena the tertulia at 
Ismena's aiint^s had remained until twelve 
o'clod^ in the house, Md then the whole 
proceeded to .the church of Los Descakos, 
where the sacred niusic to be performed 
during the ceremony was to be executed 
by the most celebrated {Mrofessors of Cadiz, 
both vocal and instrumentaL The mtisie 
was delightful^ and the crowd in the church 
was very great ; each gentleman took a lady 
under his charge, and procured a proper 
situation for her, where she might both see 
the ceremony, and hear the performance to 
advantage. Captain M remained with 

* Different sorts of national dances. 
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Jsmena ; but as in the crowd the party were 
obliged to separate, they had all agreed to 
assemble at a particular comer of the^pla- 
zuela in front of the church when the 
maiss was concluded. 

It was in this situation that Ismena and 
M » who had disentangled themselves 
firom the crowd soooer than the rest of the 
party; were waiting for the general assem- 
bling of their friends, when a woman, who 
kud been sitting upon the steps of the 
diujch as they descended, came up to them, 
apparently with the intention of begging. 

** Una limosna por el amor de Dios^-^ 
Charity for the love of God," said the 
woman. 

" Ptriona vmd — (20) pardon me, good 
Wcwan,*' said Ismena. 

" I will give charity to you unasked. 
Dona Ismena Valdez," returned the 
woman. ^ 

At the mention of her name, Ismena 
gave an exclamation of surprise. 

** Go home as quick as you can," con- 
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tiniied the woman, " and for your life d6 
not pass by through the Calle der Ves- 
tuaiid." 

She said this in a rapid manner; im- 
mediately hurried away, and was soon lost 
in the obscurity of the plazuela, which 
was but dimly lighted by a few lamps* 

The astonishment of Ismena cannot be 
described. She saw no reason for avoiding 
the Calle del Vestuario, which was the 
street immediately before them, and the 
direct way to the Plaza de San Antonio, 
where they intended to go, as well as the 
road homeward. She knew of no danger 
she had to dread, yet she felt a sensation 
of fear, and an anticipation of evil without 
being able to assign the cause. She im- 
parted what had occurred to Captain M ■ , 
who had been preventedfrom understanding 
the woman by the rapidity with which she 
spoke, and had conceived it to be the 
grumbling of a disappointed beggar. He 
laughed at her fears, and would have neg- 
lected the advice, but it had made too 

I 5 
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mudi ]nq»r^o]!i upon: Ismena; wlieto 
ihet(efore tfaieir friends were assetnUed, she 
was so earnest in her desire of relinquishing 
Hbe {nt>ject of joinis^ the mtfry groups 
with tbdr guitarras and zdmbombas, that 
ibef proceeded hiHneward, taking cate to 
avoid tihe Calle dd Vestuario. 



^ , 
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CHAP. XVII. 

The Isla de Leon — Carnival — Masquerades— ^Mis- 
taken Humour — ^Dangerous Jest — Spanish Light- 
ness of Heart — BedondiHas of Quevedo— Imnena 
i^ainabrmed. 



The incident recorded in the lart chap, 
ter had the effect of alarming Ismena/par^ 
ticularlj as she could not divest herself of 
the idea that she was threntened by some 
danger, although she was unable to^ess' 
of what nature, or from what quarter.' 
SHhe occupied herself in unsuccessAiI^spe- 
cuiations on these points, and confined 
herself almost entirely to the house for 
several weeks* But in the course of time, 
as nothing at all occurred to realize the 
images of her foreboding fancy, the im- 
pression faded away ; she began to thiak 
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less of ity and at length almost forgot it. 
The gay ideas inspired by the approach- 
ing carnival by degrees took the place of 
the suspicions which had prevented her 
Jrom enjoying the amusements of Christ- 

Previous, howevear, to ,the carnival, te- 
vend of the sheBs thrown by the French 
had reached as far as the glacis of the 
town. This excited an alarm among the 
old women of Cadiz, that the town itself 
was not safe from these destructive visits ; 
an alarm which, though afterwards proved 
to be well founded, did not eiicape the 
xidicule it appeared at the time to deserve* 
The old aunt of Dona Ismena was among 
those who were possessed with this idea» 
and, impelled by the fear which it ocoa* 
sioned her, she immediately avoided the 
datig(^r by leaving the town, and taking 
lodgings" in the Isla de Leon. 
' The Isla de Leon is a handsome large 
town. From being so near the Caraccas, 
onie ' of the principal naval depots and 
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arsenals of Spain» it had ever been the 

residence of a great number of naval 

officers, and was so stillj although the 

neglect and ruin of the navy had entailed 

poverty upon them. Yet, though ma^^ 

Df thein were reduced to a state, lof de^* 

ploriaUe wretchedness, that elemeivt of the 

Spanish chaiaeter, the thirst for, pleasure) 

was uninHuenced^ and unabated ; and the 

cairnival of 1812 was celebrated wi^ more 

spirit by the^ ruiued fatniliesof once 

afBuent officers in the navy, . than even 

at CadiZj where the protracted continiiaiic^ 

of the siege began to cast a damp^upqn the 

minds of the people. Ismena found herself 

at the Isk amongst numberless fiiendsi of 

* her father, with most of whom she waid 

acquainted by name only, but with sonie 

she Was more intimately connected. By 

means of these, however, she feoon found 

herself well received in a numerous society; 

who retained the goddess Pleasure amongst 

them by opposing the smiles of Momns to 

the frowns of Fortune. The Isla de Leon 
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was tbe head quarters of the !&itish divi- 
lion, the officers <yf M^eh had entered more 
into the manners and customs of the Spa- 
niards, than generally those had done wh5 
were stationed at Cadiz; they were ad* 
mitted upon a familiar footing at most of 
ti)6 tei^ulias of respectability, and they 
entwined with spirit into all their ainu^ 
melnts. Ismena £c>und many of her ac- 
quaintances amongst those she now met. 

The time of carnival arrived, aind tli6 
Govemor^s bandOyor proclamation, was pub- 
lished, prohibiting the use oi masks during 
its continuance, according to the wise pro- 
vidons of an ancient law ixt prevent (fis^ 
turbatices. But, to prove that tl^ law was 
forgotten except in its form, the Gbvemcxr 
at the same time circulated information to 
all his friends that the saloons of his housef 
would be thrown open for the admission of 
masks every evening while the carnival 
lasted. Nor were his fellow citizens morri 
scaiipulous than himself, for they not only 
accepted his invitation, but followed his 
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example. Ev^rf house of i^eq^ectabilily 
was <^>eii for the rec^tion of the gf^{)s of 
masks of which there were a constant suo* 
cession. Parties of twenty or thirty dreifeied 
th»Qsdves in amilar &ncy costumes, and 
proceeded from house to house, whore they 
were at all acquainted, or fikdy to ineet 
thdr acquaintances, executing in eadi soixfe 
well-arranged figure daiice which they had 
previously studied. Such groups &s these 
were always preceded by a bastonero^ or 
master of the ceremonies, who, although he 
assumed a fancy dress, was without a mask, 
and was consideied responsiUe for the pto* 
priety of BehaTicnir of his troop. Almdst 
from the moment that the sun set, until liei 
again rose, repeated groups of this kind 
were to be met in every part of the town. 
Some assumed the form of a band of 
Indians : otiiers, the dress of a company of 
shepherds : and the great variety of figures 
formed a never-failing source of amiisen 
ment. The skigle figures w^e not less 
numerous, and were more diversified, and^ 
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when assembled at any of the houses open 
for their reception, they mingled in merry 
oonfusioh ; sometimes forming dances or 
waltzes irregularly in every pait of the room^ 
and at others exeidsing their wit in con-' 
viersation. 

' The English officers hot only took their 
sharc in these universal merry makings 
and masquerades, but many of them over- 
acted their parts, and went beyond" the 
limits which even the Spaniards had placed 
to their search for amusement. These 
masquerades, although they lasted .the 
whole night, were confined to the night ; 
but upon one occasion the English officers^ 
indulged the vein of humour which the 
season excited by dressing themselves up in 
fantastic forms, and promenading the whole 
town oh horseback at no6n*day. They 
laughed^ and were amused ; the Spaniards 
laughed too, but rather at the actors than 
at the farccj for these foreign wits forgot 
that though a caricature of a Yorkshire*^ 
man cannot £ail of exdting mirth in Eng-; 
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lish spectators, yet that very few of the inr- 
habitants of the Isla de Leon were aware 
that there was such a place as Yorkshire 
in the world. This motley group contained 
a Yorkshu-eman, the taylor going to Brent- 
ford, a iat parson. Punch and Judy,&c. (21) 
As separate figures.many of the British 
officers were more happy in their choice of 
character, and adapted them to the ideas of 
the nation they sought amusement by 
amusing. But during the carnival there wad 
another group of the same nation, which 
adopted a conceit that, although imitative 
of the customs of Spain, deserved more 
censure than its wit could counterbalance. 
A party of thenr, who perhaps had indulged 
too freely in the use of wine, dressed them-» 
selves exactly in the costume of the persons 
forming the procession .which accompanies 
the Host when it is taken from the sand^ 
tuary to be administered to a dying person. 
This mock procession set out late in the 
evening, and being well acted deceived the 
unsuspicious people wherever it passed* 
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Eveiy bodjpaid their adoration to it^ astb 
the real representative of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, by kneeling wherever they met it : 
the sentries presented arms; the guar<b 
turned out. They might perhaps have 
proceeded undiscovered had not some of 
the actors of this irreverent jordcession been 
tebsed with a terror, lest, upon a{q[iroaching 
a spot where a crowd had assembled, they 
might be disoovisred. A confiisidn wa$ 
created amongst them, and already had 
the greater part of the peojde composing 
the crowd bent their kniee3 to do hcfnour to 
the procession^ when to their great astd* 
nishment it dispensed; pnest, assistants, 
tod diaristel*s, each running away by a 
different road. The separation of the 
party was the salvation of the whole^ The 
pursuit was divided, and in the dark^ by 
some means or other, every one escaped ; 
but a representation was made on the fol* 
bwing morning to the British General, 
who very severely reprimanded the per- 
fonners of thi^sacrikgious maaguerade. 
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Ismena allowed herself to be carried 
along by the stream into which her re- 
moval to the Isla had thrown her; she 
sometimes joined the groups formed by her 
friends, and sometimes went to the masqued 
balls with them in separate characters. 
At one of these» she was joined by an 
English officer with whom she was ac- 
quainted, who was also in character, but 
they had made a mutual discovery of them^ 
sdlves, and were conversing in a. retired 
part of the room* 

^' Do you remember," said Captain Wil^ 
liams, the English c^cer, ^^ do you remem*- 
ber the young Lieutenant in the navy, 
whom I met at your aunt's house at Cadiz, 
and who used to amuse us so much at 
Christmas time ?" 

^^ Do you mean Juanito Mesias ? " re-^ 
plied Ismena ; '^ he is at the Isla now, I saw 
him last night/' 

^^ Indeed, poor fellow, he is," resumed 
Captain Williams ; *' he ' called upon me 
this morning in a most deplorable eon- 
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dition; he has been three*and- twenty 
months without receiving any pay, and he 
declared to me that he has been some time 
without a farthing in his pocket, and that 
he had not the means of procuring necessary 
sustenance for the day. I am ashamed to 
say, that having been very irequently im- 
posed upon by persons in his situation, I 
ahnost steeled my heart against his appli- 
cation for a trifling loan, and sent him 
away with a single dollar ; but since the 
morning I have taken some trouble to in* 
quire into the truth of his statement, and I 
find it to be literally correct. I am shocked 
at it, and will seek him out.** 

" I too will endeavour to procure him 
assistance,** said Ismena ;** " poor fellow, he 
is the merriest soul alive. You will hardly 
believe that I saw him last night dancing at 
the house of la de Chacona.*' 

" Impossible — you must be mistaken : 
can a being so overpowered with misery 
find pleasure in the gaiety of a dance ?'* 

^* You do Qcrt; know the Spaniards^ I see," 
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said Ismenil ; <* but here comes my trouble- 
some, witty partner for a waltz/* 

^' I was going to ask. you to waltz with 
me. 

** You are too late— rthis Manolo now 
advancing has my promise.'* 

A mask JEipproached, dressed in the 
tagged codtumie of a lovif Gitano, intending 
to represent thie character of Manolo. • As 
he came up to the spot where Ismena was 
sitting, he de^iterously took his. long cloak^ 
and, swinging it round, spread it at her feet, 
quoting in a feigned voice from the cha- 
racter he personified. (22) 

** Come, the waltz is plajring," said he ; 
then, turning to - Captain Williams, " I; 
know you,** and proved the truth of his 
assertion by repeating the natne of a lady 
of whose society the Captain w^ known 
to be fond, making at the same time some 
pointed remark on her. 

The waltz commenced^ . and the parties 
separated. In the course of the evening, 
however, Ismena sought out Ciiiptain WiU 
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fiams: having found him, she resumed 
their conyersatioti. 

** Who do you think my merry partner 
proved to be ?" said she. 
' ^' I have no idea.'* 

" None other than the very Juanita 
Mesias whose poverty induced him to appeal 
to your generosity this morning." 

** Can it be ? " exclaimed Captain Wil- 
liams. 

" Come into the room for i^efreshments, 
and convince yourself." 

Captain Williams was convinced; for 
Manolo had taken off his mask, and was 
really Juan Mesias, who accosted him in 
the most unembarrassed manner: 

The Englishman could hot comprehend 
the unextinguishable gaiety of the Spaniard. 
- ** I will give you another instance of it," 
said Ismena^ when they again entered the 
drawing-room. Do you see that figure 
dressed as^ a duena, following and scolding 
that gay giH with the castagnets. Th|it 
is la Conclvita, the daughter of the Mar* 
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quesa de Camacho : she has been said to 
be ill for some time^ but I called there 
yesterday morning, and finding her appa- 
rently well, I asked her what was the mat» 
ter r her answer was that she had an 
enfermedad de ropa, a clothes disease, 
meaning that she was^ too pooir to be able' 
to procure proper clothes to appear in ; yet 
you see with what spirit she sustains her 
part, and how heartily she enters into the 
fun of it.* 

While they were talking together, o- 
crdwd of masks came pushing by them, 
surrounding one figure which excited the 
mirth of the rest, and which appeared at 
first to be one man carried upon the back^ 
of another ; but upon a closer inspection, 
these two men proved to be but one tall' 
one, who, by. the help of a false head fixed 
uppit the middle of his stomach, with cor*, 
responding arms' and l^gs, and with appn^ 

« 

♦ Both these instances of the Spanish gaiety dfj 
character are literally true. 



{mate dresses for the two bodies, Baanaged 
completely to gire the idea of one man car- 
rying' another. The head o£ the support- 
ing man. was. masked, but that of tiie man 
who was carried was not so, although it 
was sufficiently disguised to be entirely un- 
known/ by means of a very fine thread i)y 
which the point of his nose was looped up, 
and which passing over his head was fas- 
tened to his neck^doth behind. This and 
a set of false teeth gave so hideous and un- 
natural, an appearance to his countenance 
as to render it impossible that he should be 
recognized. 

" Where shall I carry you now, master ? " 
said the lower head in one voice. 

" Any where," replied the othier head, in 
another voice, ** where you can find me a 
more superexcellent beauty than any of 
those who attend upon me here, and in 
none of whom I behold charms that de- 
serve the smiles of such an Apollo as my- 
self.* 



'^ Why I brought you ber^ that y^« 
might see the beanties of hearen." 

*< Then now show me the graces c£ 
4'otiier place." 

* *^ You'll not be the first that went Otsn 
in search of a woman, if Quevedo says 
-trae. His Redondillas tell u$ tiiat«— 

* To seek his wife — good woman—dead-— 

To hell poor Orpheus went ; 
To a worse kingdom could not lead 
So foolish an intent. 

^ He sung— and soon the devils round 

All in amazement grew, 
Less at the sweetness of the sound. 

Than at a wish so new. 

^ The frowning God offended quite, 
With rigour more than common, 

T' inflict the greatest ill he might, 
Restored to him the woman. 

* Yet though he punish'd witli such pain 

His sin — poor fool to chose her<^ 
Yet gave he to reward his strain 
A method to relose her.'" 



AU the worlii jureased round this doask lo 
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hear bk conversation with himself, and his 
repetition of Quevedo^s Kedondillas, and 
Captain Williams amongst the rest ; but 
Ismena wished rather to avoid the crowd 
than to get mixed with it; and she 
therefore retired to some distance and took 
off her • mask. While she. was thus com- 
parativeij alone, and every body engrossed 
by one object, a figure dressed as a begging 
woman c^me up to heiv with the usual salu- 
tation of " Yo te conosco'' — " I know you.'' 

** You know me, do you — ^pray who 
ami?" 

** Dona Ismena de Valdez," replied tlie 
mask. 

" You think so, do you : I will be more 
candid with yoti — I do not know you — do 

" You have never seen me but once," 
said the beggar, . dropping the fictitious 
voice which she had assumed ; " I gave you 
advice then, and I will give you more now : 
you may perhaps remember, it was in the 
Plazuela de los Descalzos^ upon the Noche 
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Buena. The danger which threatened you 
then was but averted for a time : it now 
hangs over you— you have an enemy who 
seeks your destruction." 

Ismena» who had at first been fixed to 
the earth by her astonishment and terror,, 
was at length overcome by her feelings at 
the sudden recurrence of all her fears and 
apprehensions; she fell into a chair/and 
fainted. 

In the confusion occasioned by this cir-^ 
cumstance the beggar left the room; and 
when Ismena was recovered by the assist- 
ance of the persons about, she. looked for 
her in vain. She was soon quite re- 
stored to herself, and she retired to her 
home as speedily as possible, at once to 
avoid *the repeated inquiries of all around 
her, and to be at liberty to indulge vi her 
own thoughts upon the extraordinary oc- 
currence which had so imich alarmed her. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

French Festivities at Seville— A Patriotic Kte — ^Los 
Patriotas de la Sreita Morena— Interceptioft of 
Mh extradi^Abry Dispatch-*-Pbm for the Conquest 
of <fife Barbairy Coast— %>aniard8 employed by 
the French— A patriotic Punishment for an 
unpatriotic Lady. 



There is a propensity to Measure so 
IrtedrtftiDant in the character of the ^- 
lAwtfy, md particularly of the women, thai 
tven ita the tifidst of the horrors of wjtf, 
hnd When bending under the weight of all 
the ^vlls imposed by rapacious tyranny, 
«ife a«AfcH>at*<«* <>f ^ *^*^ w*^ have*power 
te oftfeilt^y their attention. The <rffcfet^ 
-cbtai^ifeg the army under tlie cominand 
of 8(*flt^ at Seville, had t«&fen such ad- 
vantage of this weakness, that they may be 
said to have.danced the Andalusians iijto 
chains, and administered their poisons in 



the cup of gla^ess : too iiiany qf th^^ £|ir 
inhabitants of Seville ynblushingly avowed 
by their conduct their fondness for th^ 
monsters who preyed u^n them ; and thjere 
were qot 'wanting exaiaples of men w^o 
lived in famili^ ^^tercoiirse with the de- 
stroyers of thei? eountry and the seducer^ 
of thefr conntrywhtanen. • Every opportunity 
was seized which could afford an excuse iqr 
public gaiety or private dissipation ; and al- 
though the mdre estimable of those whom 
^nrcumstances h^ induced to remain at 
home, avoided a^ i^iuch as possible these 
Hiconsistent and indecent rejoiciQgSf the 
number of an opposite description was 
sufficient to give brilliancy and beauty to 
ihe continual fStes which were given by 
the French. 

ThearHvid of a body of newly createfl civfl 
officers from Madrid for ^hf government qf 
the province of Andalusia, and at tb? head.t^ 
them theMaster of the Mintof Seville ^affordr 
jed an opportunity for the appointment of a 
public festiv^ for the reception of this minis- 
ter food his 6allo-Spani$b bwd- ^y^y p^^e- 
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paration was made for a pompous display of 
pageantry. The Archiepiscopal Palace, 
where the worthy representative of the 
mock King Joseph and the commander of 
the armies of France held his Court, was 
on the following day to be a scene of splen* 
tdour. Brilliant uniforms and equipages 
were prepared for the presentation at the 
levee, and a proclamation enjoined a gene- 
ral illumination of the city^ These rejoic- 
ings were to be finished by a gay. ball, 
which was to be attended by all the fair 
inhabitants of Seville, as well those who 
shrunk from the apparent participation of a 
gaiety repugnant to their feelings as those 
who had no feelings but tor the sensual 
gratification of the moment. The attend- 
ance of all was secured by two kinds' of 
invitations. The first contained a request 
beginning, " You are invited,* and this 
was sent to those who would have been led 
to the ball-room by their inclinations : the 
other was rather a requisition than an invita- 
tion, and began, " You are commanded.'* 
This was sent to such as might have refused 



a simple invitation, but who were wdl aware 
of the consequences of clisobe3dng. acomr 
mand. Very little discernmait was required 
in the Master of the Ceremonies to dis- 
tingtdsh the persons to whom these diffe- 
rent sorts of invitation were to be addnessed* 
Thfe ball was to be given in; the Cdsad^ 
Moneda, or Mint. 

The new masters crossed the Guadalqui- 
vir, • arid entered Seville in the eveniBg, 
when the honours that awaited th^n were 
announced for the neit day. There was a 
whole night before the arrival of that day, 
and to many it might never arrive. Pa-, 
tribtism arid revenge had determined that 
to some it should not ; and the intervention 
of a long night afforded the means of put-, 
ting that determination into execution. 
With the blindness of security,. the strangei^ 
repaired to their splendid apartments iii 
the Casa de Moneda, and sought rqiose 
from tiie ' fatigues of their journey on the 
luxurious beds which were there prepared 
for them. 
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Birt they were roused from the deep 
deep which the guilty can purchase only 
ly excess of fatigue* by the alarm of fire ; 
and scarody were their faculties awakened 
to a sense of their danger, when the co^ 
Inmns of thick smoke winch assailed them: 
linoBt deprived them of the power of en- 
deavouring to escape. Unacquainted with 
tW situation of the rooms, and with the. vast 
\niUingot whkh they formed a part, some 
ran hito the danger while attempting to fly 
from it ; and others threw themselves from 
the windows at llie risk of losing their lives 
or disabling their limbs. The wing of the 
palace, in which were situated the apart- 
ments of the newly-arrived - placemen, was 
discover to be on fire in three difierent 
parts ; and in such a manner did the flame$ 
increase, that in the course of a few hours 
that wing was but a shell of stone ; but by 
the timely exertions of the workmen who 
were employed in the Mint, they were pre- 
vented from spreading beyond the wing in 
which they had commenced. The ball- 
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room^ the splendid apartn^nts^ Bud iiH the 
propertjrof the ministers of King Josepb had 
&)len a sacrifice, nir w^e these wiinting 
Eves to eomplete ike offering which tibia 
pyre had been fighted to make to an in* 
jaxed countrj. The jsoinister himself e&» 
oaped with no other personal injury than 
liie fri^t which the sudden alarm had oc* 
casioned him. Mixing dmost in a state ctf 
nakedness amcmgst/ the crowd whidi had 
ccdlected around the burning hoiuie, he 
eagerly asked, " What fire is this ?^ •* It 
is the fire of pathiotism,'' replied one 
who was near him. (24) 

It was. Indeed, liie fire ci Paitriotism !*<*« 
It was a spark of that fire of patiiotism 
which had been lighted by Frenchmen in 
Las£!asas del Puerto^^^-^xf thatinextinguii^^ 
aUe flame which from its houses had been 
communicated to the hearts of its ifdudil. 
tttBts * It was a brand which Frenchmeit 
had fired that now was employed to con-* 
sume themselv^! That brand had en- 

flama4 the Ihw>W9 pf Felix Alv«rez and his 

k5 
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^eiiUaSy and it was by them that it was 
Holr made i^ weapon of retribution^ 
: Secure in^ the retreats of the £^ierra Mo- 
rena, . Alvarcte had inured his men' to the 
fatigues of tbeir new life, and organized 
them f(Mr the destructicm of their enenades 
in every possible way. By the interception 
of couriers^ small parties of officers and 
soldiers, and by daring attacks upon con« 
voys of provisioBs and treasure, Jie had 
raiidered Jiimself. feared ; and the m(»^, 
that the French in Andalusia had hitherto 
nemained unmolested by any regular and 
organized party of guerillas. The Anda- 
lusians either had found- no chief to &rm 
and connect them into a body, or they had 
been intimidated by the prodamation of the 
bloody tyrant of the souths which decreed 
that all persons taken with arms in theis 
hands, fighting for the cause of ^Ferdinand 
the Seventh, should he considered as baii« 
djMi and rebels, and treated aceocdiilgly.f^ 

» • » 

* The proclamation of Marshal SouU here re- 
ferred to is well known, and will be Idiig remembered. 
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But in :proportioa as the success of Felix 
beca,itte kitown his band increased, and in 
the course of ashoirt time he found hUnself 
^t: the h^d of' upM^ards of a hundred men; 
Placed thus in a situation which enabted 
him considerably to annoy the enemy » by 
interrupting the communication between 
the armies, he hastened to. give the staafti^ 
of. legality to his exeiiions in the caifise, bj 
Ibrmally tendering the services of himaelf 
and his troop- to the chids of the Spamsii 
army. This offer was received on the part 
. of the Spanish General with very flaMerisig 
distinction : the band was nominated. :a 
Mgiment in the service, under the title of 
Los Patriotas de la : Sierra. MorelmrT-The 
Patriots of the S&afra M^rena: and.tte 
command of it given to Alvarcz, with the 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Army* 
. . The legalizing of his followers, and .the 
ac^sitioii^of. honours, made no alteraticm 
in the> spedes of warfare which ' Alvaiiee 
unceasingly '^irried cm' against the destroys 
0ifso£ his .country. N(^ satisfiediwith the 
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nocess whiefa ftUowed his oocasionaf ren- 
oontiei with them, he was anxious fi»r an 
appmtunitjr of increasmg the scale >f hii 
fiel»]ies-«Ktf exten^g the cirdeof mbchiel 
fiar the sat»fiK:titm of lus fedmgs of pnfalk 
Vid private revenge. Leaving Sancfaes, 
Arwhotn he had ptocured the rank of Cap* 
tain m Aeanny, wi4& the Patriotm^ and» 
aooompanied by a £ew xtf the band of his 
own dhdoe, he went to SeviQe in ihe db^ 
guiie c^ muleteers, for the purpose of dk^- 
ixnrenig smne means of 8{nreading the 
terror of his name wider amongst the 
vanks of the French army. At Seville he 
finuid preparations making &x the expedi*- 
tion which was destined against Tari&t; 
wid having obtained suflSdent infonnatioa 
to enalde him to judge where he could be 
^of most service to the cause, in faarassi]^ 
the besieging army^ he was about to return, 
whan Hie news of the expected arrival af 
the newly appointed servants of Josqph de- 
torraiBed him to strike some blow before he 
left Seville. Tjie setting fire to the Casa de 



FELIX ALVAREZ. 205 

la Moneda was his plan and his execution ; 
how he succeeded has already been related. 
Lighted an his road by the blazing ine« 
mento which he left of his visit, he qmtted 
Seville with his disguised followers as soon 

m 

as he saw that success had crowned his 
pfam. TSae traveUers were six, m number; 
and they nuule the best of their way 
through the numerous villages that ernbo* 
som Seville. The late dawn of a winter^s 
morning began to appear as they were 
taking spme refreshment in a hut a little 
distance short of the village <^£1 Ronquillo. 
They were still employed upon their frugid 
and coarse repast, when they heard the 
feet of hocsesi accompanied by the noise 
produced by the shaking of military ac- 
coutrements upon horseback. The master 
^thehut had not time to open the door be- 
fore it wa9 assailed by vident knocks. The 
apprehensionsof Alvarez andhiscompanions 
were soon quieted by hearing the intruders 
d^naadiBg wine or brandy, and aecompa* 
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nying these demands ¥^ith threats and oatlis^ 
By a glance through, the door Felix disco* 
yered that the party consisted of an, unarm- 
ed courier, escorted by four dragoons ; and 
)t required but a few moments to give his 
prders for their destruction. With the ra» 
pidity : of lightning a guerilla was at the 
head of every horse, and their pistols weaat 
off almost at the same moment. *^ So died 
jthe son of the old inan at Medellin," said 
Felix, as he put his pistol to the breast of 
one of the dragoons, whose, horse's bridle he 
held ; "May thy death appease his spirit," 
The pistol went off as the soldier, was in the 
act of drawing his sabre, and the <sabre re^ 
mailed undrawn. 

. r The dragoons made little sti^g^^ie — rei- 
pistance was rendered impossible by the 
^ud4e9nes8 a^d unexpectedness, of the atr 
t«<^. JT^eywere att. si^crificed. The 
/cwffieA >B8King for m^tcy, 4eUv<eyed h^ 
^dispa^ljes tQ Alvarga:. He:\i(^)a Spaniard 
.and declare4 that he had be^n £M0&d frata 



SevHIe against hk yf^ill. '■' Felix * allowed 
him to retiife; >althbiigh he believed hui \iU 
tie of bi^ tale. 

Felix and his party were not long bei 
fore they arrived 'at the haunts 6t tlie Pa-^ 
ttiotas, where they were received with joy 
by Sanchez an4 Ws men. He examined 
the dispatches which he had interceded, 
and found them of so extraordinary a na- 
ture that he hastened to forward them to 
the head-quUrtefd (rf the Spanish army^ 
with ad acc6ttnt of the 'manner in which 
they had fallen into- his hatids. It -was* a 
letter from the private Secretary of Mar^ 
shal Soult to Marshal Marmont, enclosing 
the duplicate of a letter from the French 
Cmsiil'stt Tangiers, the original of whi^H 
appleared to have been already* forwarded, 
M it was rqferted'to by the; Secretary, the 
concluding' piirt* of- wjiose cdmmunicatiori 
wai^ttifihtfelflgibleifaAJvar^z arid the pc»s6n 
wlk>^ei<tedi £«f his Freui^ iriterj^eter, bei 
ing priffd^plly * written ; te cypher. The 
enclos^Qr^ from the Consul at Tangiers w&S 
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a new proof of the unbounded ambition of 
th^ tyrant of Europe: it was as follows. (SS) 
^ General : — Since your Exjcell^ncy made 
me acquainted with t^ intentions of his 
M lyesty the Emperor and King, to under- 
take the conquest of the coast of Barbary, 
for the purpose of delivering the Mediterra- 
nean from the pirates by whom it is in^ 
fested, and for the other ends proposed by 
bis Imperial Miyesty, I have been uo* 
oeasingly employed in procuring every infor* 
mation that could be of service tor this 
interesting plan* In my last, which was. 
despatched by the Corsair de Chapud, I 
gave you a general idea of the empire of 
Moffocc(^ of. the ministai^, favourites, &c* 
which may assist much towards producHOg 
a happy result in the speedy conquest of 
this country, provided a proper turn b^ 
given to the public sjurit of the inhabitants^ 
to {Nrevent Uieir opposition ; but to effect 
this is the difficulty, as then 13 no oibar 
me«iis of directum it than the press, which 
would produce no effect atnongst tins bar* 

2 
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barbus people. I likewise remarked ho^ 
necessary it would be, that some French 
engineers should be sent here, upon &Ise 
or disguised pretexts, that they might ex- 
amine the best points for disembarkation, 
and draw exact plans of the ports and points 
of defence. This arrangement would be 
requisite, as my information on this head is 
very limited; nevertheless I transmit to 
your Excellency the jJan of Tangiers, and of 
this coast as far as ArziHa, acccording to the 
observations whidi my little ability has 
enabled me to make> together with some 
other hints which may conduce to a point 
of so much consideration. 

" From this plan your Excellency will be 
able to discover how dangerous would be 
the attempt to disembark upon the beach 
of the bay of Tangiers (No. 5), as the 
batteries of Las Higueras (No. 4), those of 
La Alcazaba (No.. 1), and those of the 
Castle of Old Tangiers (No. 3), by crossing 
their fires would do a great deal of harm^ 
and might defeat the intention ; the battery 
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of the point Menar (No. 2) would also be 
very troaUesome, as well as that of the 
Mole. 

** From these observations it appears, that 
it would be by no means desirable that this 
undertaking be conducted through the 
Straits, both for the above difficulties, and 
because Tangiers, being in sight of Tarifa 
and Gibraltar, our enemies might easily 
frustrate the plan. But there is another 
point which is convenient and easy of 
access ; and which presents no obstacle to 
a disembarkation. Beyond Cape SparteU 
on ibe coast towards Arcilla, tha'e is a ca- 
pacious beach, and upon it the chapel of 
Sidi Casen (No. 8) : this spot without de- 
faice, or obstacle, would facilitate the plan : 
the troops disembarked there might march 
upon Tangiers, with their field artillery, 
the passage of which the roads and face of 
the country will allow : this city attacked 
by land would mal^e little or no resistance, 
and once taken would serve as a centre, from 
which to march upon, Tetiian, Ceuta, &c 
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•* One of the most efficacioiiis modes of 
conquering this country would be to intro- 
duce dissension amongst the provinces; 
upon this point they afford abeady a flat- 
tering prospect. I conceive the province of 
Elxeyena to be ready to co-operate in favour 
of our designs. His Majesty the Emperor 
and King was acquainted in Egypt with 
Muley Selima, a prince who iis much 
attached to his Imperial Majesty, and to 
our nation. The inhabitants of Elxeyena 
supported Selima, against Soliman ; and 
although they were at last enslaved by this 
Empetor, yet they k^ep upr thefa* pesent- 
ment, and consequently we may calculate 
upon the co-operation of these subjects, if by 
means of confidential agents they are pro- 
perly prepared ; particularly if the prince 
should be made to enter into this plan, 
which it will not be difficult to do by 
tempting promises. 

" The province of Aytemor, with all the 
mountains of Muley Dri<s, or the neighboup- 
hood of Mesquinez, likewise offer good 
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hopes that they will rise against their pi-e- 
sent government jn favour of^ur party: 
the inhabitants secretly bear the greatest 
resentment against the conduct of their 
.£mperor, who always retains certam hos* 

ft 

tages of this province^ which are only set at 
liberty by one door to return to their 
cotuntry, when others who are sent to iielieve 
them enter their prison by another. 

" The Sheloxes, or Arabu of the moun* 
tains of Fes^ as far as Tafiletes and those of 
the. Biff, cannot do otherwise than com^ 
over to any party against the Moorish 
government, as they are dways cBsconteited 
with it, and are only anxious for an ooca^ 
sion to revenge themselves. 

'< The Arabs of the Bey of M&scwa are 
always desirous of throwing off the ydoe c^ 
their tyrant and of Algie^. By cdntriving 
that the parties formed there should com«- 
bine their operations with the Arabs of the 
JEmperor of Morocco, with the province of 
Alcalaya, and others near those frontiers, a 
great efiervescence might be expected in 
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fhvour of such an important undertaking ; 
the success of which could not but change 
the fistce of the whole commerce df the 
Mediterranean, greatly against the English, 
particularly by establishing an und^^tand* 
ing with the Marabuto SSd Abdelcader, 
who is at present in the states of the Bey 
of Mascara, and always ready to act against 
Muley Spliman, instigated both by ambi- 
tion, and by the resentment which he feels 
against that sovereign « 

^* With the assistance of good agents, 
and of plans drawn up by skiUul engineers, 
this undertaking would offer but few ob- 
stacles to the troops of his Majesty the 
Emperor and King, in conquering in a 
short time the whole of this country, or at 
least the principal part of it. Cadiz once 
taken, as well as Tarifit, and two expedi- 
tions fin-med there to disembark on the 
beach of Sdy Casen, nothing else remains 
to be overodme but the vigilance of the 
EngMi ; tfaeiroops landed, the conquest of 
Tangiers and other parts Would be easily 
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accomplished before the Moors had time to 
unite in su^cient numbers to make resist- 
ance; they might molest, but could not 
stop the progress of warlike troops. . . 

" The whole of the result of this project 
depends upon the activity of the agents sent 
to this country, to introduce into the pro- 
vinces a spirit of disaffection against the 
JEmperor Muley Soliman ; the dispositions 
of some of the provinces are, as I have 
already stated, of the most favourable na- 
ture; and by despatching these agents, and 
avoiding the squadrons of the enemy, the 
.uT^dertaking presents but few difficulties, 
sxi^ the result incalculable advantages*? 

** The boat of Bentalb (which I men- 
tioned in my last) is now ready in Tetuan ; 
, ^and. it appears that it wiU sail for Mar- 
seilles with different .merchandise. M. 
Villait and, his family will go ifi this vessel, 
:as I informed. you iii my last letterv 

'^ ^I'am. &c. 
"Tanglers, / i'^.^'^ .<« D'OENANO." 






•^» 






« 



FELIX ALVAHESr, 215 

Having despatched this extraordinary 
document, Alvarez turned his attention to , 
the best mode of harassing the enemy, 
who were marching considerable forces, for 
the purpose of possessing themselves of 
Tarifa, whidi was defended by a garrison 
of Spanish and English troops y the former 
commanded by Genial Don Fransisco de 
Copoiis, the latter by Ooloiiel Skerrett. He 
determined to place : faimefelf .upon their 
route, with the intention <)f intc&ruptin^ as 
much as possible the communication of their 
supplies, the conveyance, of Which the rainy 
season of the year, and the . marshy ground 
which lies between Medina Sidonea and 
Tarifa, rendered exceedingly difficult. He 
appointed as a . place of : rendezvous and 
kind of. head quarters of the * band, an er- 
mita, or: little solitacy ohapel, called El 
Cuervo, situated on theside ofonieof those 
vast hills' which termiilate the Trocha. 
Having gi^n his orders, the Patriotas se- 
parated for the purpose of. arriving more 
secretly and umnter^ptedly at the ap- 
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pointed spot ; and Felix^ who had grown 
bold by'^his success, and the fame of his 
band, proceeded with a few. only of his 
companions, by the skirts of ihd more fre- 
quented routes, which led through the vil- 
lages in the environs of Seville, Utrera, and 
even Xeres and Arcos. In those which he 
found unawed by the presence of the in* 
vaders, he received sudi assistance in sup- 
plies and in iofonnation as he required; and 
in those wliere there were small parties of 
the esemy, he rarely omitted leaving a re- 
membrance of hb visit, by the distruction 
of some part of the detachment whenever 
he found them assailable. 

Amongst the inhabitants who continued 
in the different towns occupied by the 
French, there were found, many who not 
only adhered to the cause of the mock 
King, but who accepted and performed the 
functions of civil offices under his govern- 
ment. The excuse of such of tbese as 
afterwards thought it necessary to excuse 
their conduct was, ttat, being 4KX]uaiiited 
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.with the existing laws and customs of their 
fellow citizens, and partaking of the evils 
resulting from the intrusion of new ones, 
they were more likely to reconcile the ol4 
with the new state of things, and to render 
the burthen less intolerable than a stranger 
and a foreigner, not to say a Frenchman. 
A rich and respectable inhabitant of Xere$ 
was of this number ; he exercised one of 
the highest civil offices in Xeres, under the 
French. His wife, though not possessed 
of personal beauty, from her situation as 
head of the society in the town, was courted, 
flattered, and attended by all the French 
officers of the garrison. A beautiful and 
premature spring day, although in the bad 
season of the year, had tempted Dona 
Juana, to propose a ride into the country^ 
which proposal was agreed to by three 
French officers, who accompanied her. The 
day continued fine, the conversation was 
pleasing ; the Senora, flattered by all that 
was said to her, thought not of returning, 
and the ride was lengthened much beyond 

VOL. II. L 
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the distance firom the town, at which pru« 
denee would have told them to stop, for 
tmesccHled fmrties of Frendi, or qfrtmc€^ 
sadee, as the Spanish advocates of the 
French came were called, were often at- 
tacked Bod massacred by a cro^wd of pea- 
sants, if thejr ventured too far from their 
headquarters. 

Nothii^ occurred to excite the idea of 
danger in the minds of this party, until they 
met « dmgoon at fiill speed coming towarSs 
them ; they stopped him, and inquired the 
catM9e of his alarm. This man was one of 
a piquet of four men, which was stationed 
in a neighbouring vfflage to enforce the 
perfOTmaoce of a requisition for provisions, 
which had been sent there. The provisions 
were ready and loaded on the males ; but 
they were ^vented from commencing their 
journey by the arrival of Alvarez and his 
^tridtes, gaided by the information of one 
0f the villagers. Three of the piquet 
W^K «acrificed; the fourth escaped by 
1l%ht, l)ut was closely feflcrwed by some of 
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FeKx's men. DariHg flie time whidi the 
dragoon took to tcU his story to Do&l 
Juana and tbe officers, the {nxrsuers ap* 
peared in view, and at the sight the drt* 
goon again set fortifi, axx^ompanied by ib^ 
three officers and tbe lady, dl of whom 
applied every weapon of e^tcitement to the 
animals which bore them. But fear sus** 
pended the powers of the lady, and &tigne 
those of her hprse ; she was left b^nd by 
her flatterers, and overtaken by the gue^ 
rUlas. In their hands her life was safe; 
bu4r unhappily for her, one <tf them was a 
townsman of Xeres, to w:hom she was well 
known. Upcm recognizing her he told his 
companions^ in a few words, her name, rank; 
cozmexion with the French, and the piUic 
employment of her husband. This was 
too flagrant an instance of desertion from 
the patriotic cause to pass unpunished ; yet 
tiiesex of the criminal forbade thesmmnairy 
execotion of the punishment which the 
crune merited. In tlus difficulty one of 
^m suggested an exp^Sent, which tbey 
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instantly proceeded to put into execution : 
having made the unhappy lady dismount, 
they tied her horse to a tree» and some of 
them proceeded to tie her to the trunk of 
another, with her face to the tree, round 
which her arms were bound : a number of 
pieces of sharp prickly furze were then tied 
together in a bundle, with which one of the 
guerillas without ceremony inflicted such 
chastisement upon the raging and blushing 
Senora as is not unfrequently administered 
by a severe pedant to his idle or wicked 
scholars. Having continued this operation 
until they had rendered it highly incon- 
venient, if not impossible for the lady to 
make use of her horse, accompanying their 
more impressive arguments with a great 
variety of patriotic admonitions ; they re* 
leased her from the tree, and politely offered 
to assist her to remount, which assistance 
she was however under the necessity of re* 
fusing, and taking her horse's bridle, she 
turned her steps towards Xeres, whilst the 
laughing patriotas gaUoped off in an op* 
posite direction. (26) 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Siege of Tarifa.— Fate of some of the Fugitives 
from it.— Juramentados. — ^Manner of swearing 

' them. — French Requisition for a Dinner.— Requi- 
sition for a Ball. — An English Prisoner rescued.— 
The Siege of Tarifa raised. 



X HE exertions of Felix with his patriotas 
was of considerable importance in annoying 
the army which was before. Tarifa, in 
cutting off the stragglers from it) in attack- 
ing the convoys of provisions and ammuni- 
tion, and particularly in obliging the enemy 
to establish a vast number of pickets and 
videttes at every point which approached 
their encampment. No obstacle had any 
effect in diminishing the ardour of his zeal, 
the inclemency of the weather, the occca- 
sional diminution of his force, or the ill 
success of a. particular enterprise, were only 



SSS FELIX ALVAREZ. 

new incitements to increased exertions. 
He was of service to the cause ; but there 
was a stronger hand that fought for it, and 
one to which is alwajs the victory. The 
continual rain which swelled the lake of La 
Jandai, until it covered a vast tract of 
comkttjg and rendered isiifi&sfialde liie 
marshy country ttemrgh whkh the Toiite 
of the French lay, was an insurmomitable 
barrier to the success of their undertaking. 
Nothing but the determined military perse- 
verance of the French could have carried a 
battering train through sudi a covntery; 
and though they opened ^ir batteries 
upon the mouldering walls of T^ori& with 
high hope and exulting confidence, it re- 
quired more than their nuUtary persevar* 
anee and courage under privations, to ena- 
ble them to support thie wretched ^tuation 
to which they were exposed from the wea- 
ther, the irregularity of their supplies, and 
the harassing duty which they were called 
upon to perform. 

Neither the garrison of Tarifa, nor itn 
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mhabitants could find a foundation foy hopQ 
in the cnimhKng and unarmed wsdls of the 
town. The prodamatiim of the Spiikisli 
Ci€9ieral upon his arrival there bespoke how 
little could be expected from such defences^ 
yet how deternKuoed he was to defend theu^ 
to the last It says^-* 

^< InhnbitlK&ta of Tari&~*The enemy is^ 
^^qpcoadung this jdaee with munapou^ 
forces, with die intention of taking ^ 
Wten they b^^ their movement I was 
ia the lines of GSiraltar, with the^ oonir 
mandmit of that cain|i^ Doa FraadMQ^ 
Batteateros i and with his cons^t i^etumed. 
with my troops to the alHes if> a^sjst ia 
ywm defence. The Suin^eme Government 
have charged me wUh thi^; 'and i coidd 
not do justice to that confidence nor to my^ 
SpaniA sentiments^ if I did not defend your, 
town to the greatest possiUe extremity, Jf 
fate should be more prqntious to the enemy 
than to me, I hope that in entering thi» 
jdace they wiH only find the ruins of its 
buildings^ and not have an inch of ground 
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upon which they can conveniently establish 
thinnselves. My heart dictates according 
to what it feek, and therefore I desire you 
diould not experience the dangers with 
which you are threatened. Go with your 
property to Algesias, Gibraltar, or Ceuta, 
because your remaining in this place will 
be attended with much pain to me, as my 
duty will compd me to pay no attenfion to 
your privations and sufferings/' 

In obedience to this proclamation, and 
in the anticipation of all the honrors 
which threatened a town taken by assault 
and given up to pillage by ten thousand 
tigers, who marked them for their prey> 
a great portion of the inhabitants sought 
safety by flight. The richer of these re- 
paired to Cadiz ; others fled to Ceuta, to 
Algesiras — ^some to Gibraltar, and some of 
the most wretched retired for a time to the 
miserable fishing hamlet situated at the 
opening of the Mediterranean, at the base 
aof the perpendicular side of the rock of 
^Gibraltar. But a most melancholy fate 
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attended the greater number of these: a 
little squadron of half a dozen fishing-boat^, 
crowded with these unhappy fugitives, 
anchored a little to the south of the col- 
lection of huts, and immediately under the 
i-ock. The hamlet was too small to receive 
them, and they remained for a short time in 
their boats undecided what course to pursue. 
Their indecision was their destruction ; 
their fate was decided for them : an enor^ 
mous mass of the rock, which had been 
disjoined from the vast mountain, fell from 
its scarcely suspended sftuktion, and over- 
whelmed them : but few escaped this 
dreadful death. (27) ♦ 

The few inhabitants who remained at 
Tarifa suffered the dangers and difficulties 
which surrounded them with an exemplary 
patience ; the soldiers did their duty with 
undaunted courage. The French per- 
severed through all the obstacles which 
opposed them, and proceeded to batter the 
town, and to attack it with every engine of 
destruction ; their perseverance was only 

l5 



Sfi6 mux AWAXBSS. 

eqvafied bj that with which Fdis caiw 
timied his arduous and fatigfamg, though 
successful exertioBS in &vour of the cauM 
— ^openfy^ and in ambush; by stiratagenif 
and by force, he was ever on the alert, and 
neglected no possible means of annoying 
the enemy. With the ajrray of the be-^ 
siegers there was a envision of King Jo* 
9eph*s (28) own army, composed of Spa-* 
niards who were said to have entered vo^ 
hmtarily into the service^ and taken the 
oath of allegiance to him as king; they 
were thence caHied juramewtadM', orswom 
men, by the Spaniards, and held in even 
greater detestation and abhorren<:e than 
the French themselvesr The manner of 
ffiUng their ranks was by force, but their 
numbers were diminished in equal propor^ 
tion by desertion, whilst those who really 
remained true to the oath they bad taken» 
seemed to have been inocukted by i% 
with afi the barbarous passions and pro^ 
pensitkfr of the men in coic^ert with whom 
th^y acted. 



Fdix vr^ informed by one of his sq^esi 
tb»t a imBiber (^ recruits to ttiis diyi^ioii 
were upon their miBrch to join it» esq(Hrte4 
by a strong detitchment of French dra« 
goonsi^ Al¥arez was not in sufficient force 
to attach thia party openly i but he nevert 
theless determined that they should not 
pass without molestation. Vger de Is 
Frontera was the ji^e appointed for the 
administering the oath to th^se imOif 
V^ar had become, from its situatioii^ the 
depdt and central point of the army he£o]?^ 
Tari&, and there was a number of new 
empieados puNicas, or pubhc fiinctionaries 
appointed in the place, to whom the oath 
was likewise to be adminstered, as well as 
to the dtizens at lai^. Thither Fdix 
therefore repaired in disguise, e^xompteaakd 
only by two of his ccHnpanions. . 

To Alvarez^ Vger de la Frontera was 
not unknown : it will be remembered that 
he visited it previous to thfi battle of 
Barrosa; and i^mhii bow reascending the 
steep and winding patb which kd to it» he 

a 
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exporienoed sensations to which his heart 
had long been a strangle. His mind re- 
cunred to the difference of his situation^ to 
the diffeience of his feelings at that time 
when compared with the present, and tp 
the circumstances which had since taken 
pkK^e : he remembered that it was the 
birth-place of Ismena Valdez; and the 
recollectiohs which the recurrence of her 
name excited, afforded him the more plea- 
sure as it had been Ipng estranged from his 
mind; or if it had occurred, it was only as a 
passing thought, not one on which he al- 
lowed his mind to dwell. His whole soul 
had been wrapt up in the new employ- 
ment of his life, and his ideas all sprung 
from the active occupation of his time in 
the great cause in which he had so deep an 
interest. He now, however, allowed his 
memory to recall the image su^ested by 
his visit to Vejer ; he dwelt with peculiar 
delight upon the recollection of the time he 
bad passed with Ismena, and upon the af- 
fection it had implanted in his heart, which. 
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he now fdt sensible, had never exgked^ 
although it might have dept. 

Alvarez was at Vejer in time to see the 
recniits arrive. There were about fifky of 
them mardiing in a smgle file, and tied to 
each other by a strong cord which was fas- 
tened totheir right arms, andextended along 
the whole line. They were escorted \by 
nearly double their number of dragoons, who 
^lead themselves along the whole string, 
and not un£requently urged them on by 
striking them with the flat of their swords. 

" These men are prisoners, riot recruits,** 
thought Felix, ^' they require to be de- 
livered, not to be destroyed : " but it was 
too late to alter his plan ; they were now 
arrived; and if they could be rescued at all, 
it must be by stratagem, not by open 
.force. Alvarez was present at the cere- 
mony of administering the oath, if that 
could be called the administration of an 
oath which was d<me without the will, or 
^ven .the knowledge of, the persons to 
whom it was administered. The new 



yaummtmiM weie d«im out in n liuTi 
and what purportei to be an oath ^ alk* 
gianee to King Josqih and hk constifctttioit 
was lead IB the firoat; but is wdi as man* 
ner as to render it impowihte that the 
gseater part of the jimns could hear it : rt 
tiie close of tiiis thejr aU lifted iq[^ thdr 
right hands towards Heavos^ b^ word of 
oaiiiiB«Dd» and the ceccinon^ was finishfid>^ 
To the entj^leados puhlkoa the oath was 
adnmiistefed iadiTidnally, or in gproufs; but 
the manner of administcripg it to the peo* 
pie at large was at enoe lidkuhma and pro* 
&ne* Mass was said in the great dmrch^. 
and all the citizens, without exc^tion^ 
wese desired hjr proclamation to attend* 
After the oesemony, the oath was read to 
the- congregation ^n nutsse; and the only 
evidence of compliance which was required^ 
was the presence of the person sworn 
daring the reading of the oath. The at- 
tendance of tile people at the cfai»rch was en^ 
forced, and they went to afoid the coiv 
sequence of a rrfusal ; hut fiew 



sudi aa oath as ohfigatorys and many even 
laugbed at the ceranony while perfinitiingf 
On the day Ulkmiog thia nod^ oeret 
inony# a Fraodb General of brigade arrived 
at Vejer, on his way to join the army. 
His baggage had gone on to his brigadle» 
but his maitre ^kotcl travelled with hinif 
and by this person the alcalde of the town 
was fiimished with a jrequistion fbr the 
General's dinner, given by his authority^ 
and the exeoution of which was enforced 
by his. soldiers. This requistticm did not 
specify, as m^t be expected, so many 
rations of meat, of bread, and of wine^ but 
it was a bill (tf fare, requiring all the de- 
licacies of the season, fwmi^g different 
dishes, and stating the situations in winch 
they were to be placed upon the table# 
and the number of covers to be laid. (£9) 
It was in vain that the alcalde protested 
against the irregularity of such a requi^ 
sttion, or his inability to comply with it % 
aa aocm as he had deady made out the 
impossibiUty of procuxiBg one disb> anotlMr 



832 FELIX ALVARE^^. 

less impossible was substituted ; and nothiiig 
could make an alteration in the number or 
quantityofthedishes. Thepooralcalde,inde- 
spair, made the best arrangement he could» 
and tremblinglj waited upon the General to 
report his compliance, from whom he was 
unexpectedly honoured with an invitation 
to partdce of Us own dinner, which, if he 
had dared/ he would most' readily have 
refused, anticipating the remarks that 
might be produced by his having failed to 
procure several of the delicacies required, 
and having substituted less luxurious mor- 
sels in lieu of them . 

But the unhappy alcalde's trouUes were 
not yet at an end; for he was struck dumb 
during the repast by a requisition of a niore 
extraordinary nature — a requisition for a 
ball! He was formally desired by the 
General to collect together the respectable 
inhabitants of the town, particularly the 
women, that they might dance ! The 
alcalde used all his eloquence to dissuade 
1^ officers from persisting in so extravagant 
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a proposal: it was in vain; and finding 
them deaf to his arguments and entreaties, 
he boldly declared that it was beyond the 
limits of his authority. 

This declaration availed him still less 
than his eloquence, for he was immediately 
invested with new power by the command 
of the General, and an officer and some 
sddiers were deputed to accompany him 
from house to house with a polite invita- 
tion to a ball to be given that evening in 
honour of the arrival of Monsieur le Ge- 
neral. The distracted magistrate gave 
himself up to his fate, and did even as they 
bade him ; and the result was, that a num- 
ber of the principal ladies in the town were 
collected together in tlie municipalidad, or 
town-hall, whither the French officers re- 
paired to meet them. The officer who had 
accompanied the alcalde in the delivery of 
his invitations talked much of the beauty 
of one lady who had expressed a strong de- 
termination not to attend, but whom he had 
assured that she had better reconsider it. 
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She did not make her appearance. The 
music struck up— -the dancing commenced 
>~yet stiQ she was absent* Guided by the 
officer who had first seen her, a party of 
others went to her house^ and found her 
empkry ed in prayer. Neither her supplica^ 
tioos nor the €C€»ipatian from which they dis-^ 
turbed faev bad any effect upon these flinty-^ 
hearted tyrants: they took b^ by fbsce 
from her room* and ob%ed h^r to acooiK^ 
pony ibfim to the haSUroom^ wfaeie she w«a 
still SoUowed by Him persecutions, and, 
made to dance tbe who]e evening. 

When Alvai^a heard ctf this cuecumstane^ 
he burned with ra^ at such insultuE^ con-^ 
duct, and felt most Utterly his inability toi 
prevent H or pumsdbi the offenders. None 
of hia endeavours to rescue the juramen- 
tados^ or to annihilate than if they were 
indeed vdUintary recruits, had met with 
success: be had been able to devise no 
plan that ai^)eared at all feasible : most of 
tibie men were marched off to their division 
before Tarifa» accompanied by a considera- 
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ble French force* But a&hougli defeated 
in the princifial ol^ect of his Tisdt to Vejer, 
he was not idle while lemainii^ there : he 
obtained several recruits to his band of 
patriotas^ and the period of his leaving it 
was marked bj a brilliant act of htimamty 
and courage. 

An English officer had been taken by 
the IVendk on a soHie from Tarifii. This 
officer had detennhied to suffer aU the ngom 
ei his fete^ ratiier tfaanr lose the hope of an 
early escape, wbidi he thought probaUe ; 
be therefcMre re&sed to gire his parole> and 
was brought to Ve^ a ckse prisoner. 
Felix had seen him broo^t into the town; 
and, following with the crowds had aacer* 
tained the place of his confinement It was 
an old ruined church, part of whidi had 
been converted by the French into a stabb, 
and part into a prison. This officer was 
shut up in the sacristia, which was a small 
room built out of .the body of the church, 
having a door leading into the church, and 
a window looking out into a corrall or 
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court-jard originally walled in, but the 
walls of which were nearly demolished by 
time, and consequently the court had be- 
come public. The door in the inside was 
well guarded ; but as the aperture, which 
had formerly been a window, the bars of 
which were now destroyed, was sufficiently 
large to admit a man, and was at no great 
height from the ground, a sentinel was 
placed in the court-yard to prevent the es- 
cape of the prisoner by that means. But 
the weather was inclement, and the court- 
yard afforded ho shelter for the sentinel 
except an ancient corridor which was built 
along the wall, immediately opposite the 
window, though at some distance from it ; 
here, therefore, the sentinel took his station. 
Alvarez observed minutely all these circum- 
stances, and determined to attempt the der 
liverance of this officer. It was enough for 
him that he was a fdlow- creature, and in 
the hands of his enemies; but to these 
claims the prisoner added that of being an 
Englishman, and of having lost his liberty 
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fighting in the cause of Spain. He wa» 
prepossessed iii favour of the English from 
a feeling of gratitude, individuietl as well as 
national; and he had formed many ac- 
quaintances in the British army during the 
expedition in which he had served with it, 
a circumstance that he considered as calling 
for his utmost exertions in behalf of any of 
its officers whom he found wanting them. 
After much consideration, he judged that it 
was only by lulling the vigilance of the 
sentinel stationed in the corridor that he 
could succeed in his bold attempt, and he 
immediately fixed on a plan to effect this. 
It has already been stated that it was the 
rainy season ; but though in that country 
the rain falls in torrents when it once sets 
in, there are not unfirequently cessations of 
some hours, during which the sun appears 
with all his splendour. Alvarez and his 
companion^ took advantage of one of these 
moments towards the evening, to repair to 
the outside of the ruined church ; and one 
of them played on the guitar, whilst the 
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tiusee joined in singing to his acccnnpam* 
mentf in the manner of the Andatasiao 
peasastSy wilih mrhkh their dress perfectly 
apeorded. Their.music attracted a number 
of the nnev^jfid sddien of tiie guard 
orer Ute prison, who came to listen to the 
peasants who wate tkn& aoEuising themsdves. 
It was not long befone the letnm of the rain 
iroiild have dispersed botii lietoiers and 
singerB, had they not ^thought of the expe- 
dient of seeking shelter under the coomdor 
of the court-yard, where they might conti* 
nue their aiaiusement. The eirening dosed 
in, and the Spanish peasants had made 
themselves so agreeable to their Frendi 
auditors, that they asked them to return 
OB the following evening, which Alvarez 
Md his Mendfi {nromised* to do. 

So far every thing had succeeded beyond 
hi$ hopes ; and with the natural entlmsiasra 
of his disposition, he doubted not of ultimate 
emnplete success. On the following even* 
kig, the two companions o£ Felix went to 
appointment alone, taking with them 
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^idr guitar : the absence of Alvarez wa6 
hardly notked, and they amused and iit- 
Iracted the attenti<m of their andilors as 
they had done the evening befOM. As the 
Iwilight decreased Felix jcaned tlie group 
as a listener only, and watcMng his oppor* 
tunity when the soldiers -were ril e9ga^;«d, 
he separated hitnsdf &em Hie cro^, and 
flung into the window df the sacristia a 
paper oi| which he had written the foUow- 
ing words in Spanish, and afterwards in 
Hie best English he was master of, lest the 
priBonar should be ignorant of the Spanish 
language: ^^ If you are willing to ri^ 
yonr life to gain your Ubexty, be prepared 
to dress yourself speedily in the dothes 
which will be given to you to-morrow at 
this hour, and lose no time in getting 
through your window ; 3|rou will be receiTed 
by fnends.^ Having done this wiliiout 
being perceived, he retired, and was soon 
followed by his friemis, who had made a 
promise to return agam on <lie mom)W. 
It was 8R anidous moment for 
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when the guerillas repaired to t&eir udual 
place of rendezvous, and resumed their 
noisy occupation. The night was particu- 
larij cloudy and wet; and had not the 
French been acquainted with the fondness 
of the Spaniards for their national music, 
their appearance there might have excited 
suspicion ; but it did not, ^nd nothing un- 
usual occurred, except that fewer soldiers 
were tempted out of the guard-room than 
there had been on the preceding evenings: 
When it began to grow dusk, Alvarez made 
up a complete suit oi peasant's clothes into 
as small a bundle as possible, and taking it 
up under his cloak he {^Oceeded to the 
ruined chiHPch. With a glance he recon- 
noitred the situation of his comrades, and 
finding npthing to excite his alarm, he en- 
tered the corrall, and dexterously flung his 
bundle into the window as he passed it ; he 
then approached the singing group, lest his 
remaining alone shoMld appear suspicious^ 
if by chance he were observed. Having 
joined the party in the ccmd(Hr, his anxiety 
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prevented him from attending to any thing 
that was passing immediately around him ; 
he placed himself in a situation from which 
he could look at the window of the sacristia, 
and he strained his eyes to be able to dis- 
tinguish it clearly, which he was nearly 
prevented from doing by the increasing 
night and the nritervening rain. A consi- 
derable time passed, and there was no ap- 
pearance of any person at the window : at 
length his anxiety became insupportable; 
what could prevent the prisoner from im-^ 
mediately availing himself of the oppor- 
tunity to escape ? Perhaps he was not con- 
fined there !-— perhaps he had no means of 
ascending to the window. 

Whatever was the cause (rf the delay, 
the suspense was not to be borne, and the 
night was now so much closed that he 
could only * distinguish the square of the 
ruined window. He separated himself 
from the group 'as if going, and went to 
the other side of the corrall. He listened 
attentively, and could hear nothing but the 

VOL. IL M 
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falHulgf g£ the raiin mingled with the tpnes 
of tbe guitar and the vcRCes whidi accom- 
panied it. The ascent to the window from 
the outside was rendered easy by the fallen 
stones and fragtnents which surrounded it. 
While he was contemplating the window, 
undecided how to act^ he heard the afe 
proach of the guard coming to relieve the 
centinel under the corridor; It was at this 
relief that t4ie station of the celitind was 
changed from the corridor to the immediate 
outside of the Window, a precaution which 
the darkness rendered necessary. FdiK 
had observed this, and was. aware tim% 
there was no time to lose* Unwilling to 
remain in doubt as to the cause of the dis- 
regard of his plan, he rapidly mounted the 
stones and looked into the window ; ^' Eng^ 
lishman ! " said Alvarez, in a low tone of 
voiced ^^ For God's sake assist me," said 
the prisoner, *^ I am unable to ascend." The 
unhappy man had found no*means by which 
he could reach the window, which, though, 
not high, was just above the extent of his 
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arm. By repeated endeavours he had suc- 
ceeded in placing his hand upon the ruined 
frame-work of the opening ; and exhausted' 
by his exertions he had remained hanging: 
by that hand, unwilling still to^lose' the hojpe 
of Hberty, though unable to advance* Iw 
an instant Alvare:2 perceived his' situation, 
and seizing the supporting hdnd, inspirtd- 
by his feelings and the critical situation pf • 
the moment^ with a strength which nothing! 
could withstand, he dragged the despairing 
prisoner through the window, and placed 
him on'his feet on the st<nie which support-' 
ed himself. But the guard had reached 
the corridor, and was approaching to place 
the centinel upon the spot on which they 
stood. The even tread of their march was 
heard through the rain, and notibing else, 
for the music had ceased upon the arrival 
of the guard. It required all the presence 
of mind which Felix so eminently possessed, 
arid whkAi he had had occaaon so frequency 
taejcert, to devise an expedient in such press- 

m2 
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ing danger. With a caution incompatible 
with the rapidity with which they would 
have moved, they descended from their 
high situation, trembling lest the falling of 
any of the uneven stones on which they 
trod should discover them. To have run 
away would have excited pursuit, and they 
would probably have been taken ; but Felix 
led his companion round the angle of the 
building inta the comer formed by the pro- 
jection of the sacristia from the church. 
Here they remained crouching down and 
in anxious silence until the guard approach- 
ed and the sentry was posted : they heard 
the Serjeant give his consign to the soldier, 
and they heard the others march away. It 
was still necessaiy to ascertain the proxi- 
mity of the centinel, lest their sudden de- 
parture should attract his notice. The man 
began his promenade, and unfortunately he 
came first towards the side where they were^ 
concealed ; but he passed -the comer with- 
out observing them, and no sooner had he 
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turned than, with cautious step, and hardly 
daring to breathe, they made their way out 
of the court-yard. (SO) 

As soon as they had turned the street, 
the rescued prisoner endeavoured to express 
his gratitude to his benefactor* " Who are 
you ? How can I ever make a return fcwr 
such a service ?" " I am a Spaniard," re- 
plied Felix ; ^^ that ought to be enough to 
account for what I have done ; but I am 
one whose only object in life is the benefit 
of my country and the destruction of her 
oppressors. You are an Englishman — an 
ally — ^and have fought for the cause. In 
fighting for Spain you fell into the power 
of her enemies : it was the duty of every 
Spaniard to deliver you from them. I did 
my duty, and would have died in the at- 
tempt." 

The Englishman was unable to express 
his feelings ; after some time he was silent. 
Felix sought out his companions, who were 
uneasy at not finding him upon resuming 
to their place of abode. Together the 
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whole partj descended the hill, and com- 
menced their journey to join the band. On 
the road Felix explained to the English 
officer the manner in which he had effected 
his escape, told him who he was, and pro^ 
mised to give him a party of his gueriMas 
to guide him to the Spanish -camp unda* 
BaUesteros, at Gibraltar. He made anxious 
inquiries after all his friends in the British 
army, and was not a little disappointed at 
finding that Captain Blackwell, his pre* 
served companion, was not acquainted 
with Ismena Valdez, nor had even met her 
in society. He was delighted to find that 
his fame had reached the garrison of Tarifa, 
where his exertions in aid of it were talked 
^f with enthusiastic approbation. Having 
•jdned the Patriotas, he set Captain Black- 
well forth on his journey, making him a 
present of a horse, and charging him with 
kind greetings to all his English friends. 

Not long after this circumstance, a hap- 
pier duty devolved upon Felix than any he 
had yet performed— *the harasdng df a de- 
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feated and disheartened enemy upon his 
retreat. The fVench guns had done iheir 
duty-^^-^hey had made an open and enor- 
mous breaich ' in the walls of Tairifa ; the 
Frehoh troops had obeyed, their orders, arid 
marched to attack it ; but they found it 
defended by Britons and Spaniards, who 
did their duty-*— it was a giorious duty, and 
they performed it gloriously. The French 
were i)^ulsed with loss and With shame : 
iieither their courage nor their spirits would 
support them under such a defeat. Spiking 
or buryingtheir cannon, (31) they abandoned 
their works, and the Gtovemor of Tarifa 
had the happiness of publishing the follqw- 
ing proclamation : 

" The day is arrived when your hearts 
may respire : ten thousand combatants of 
ihe enemy, who were before this place, 
have abandoned with disgrace the attempt 
to take it, after seventeen days' siege^ and 
seven with an open breach, from which 
they were repulsed in their assault. Neither 
the valour of the troops who defended the 
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place nor my effiorts would have sufficed to 
obtaia this triumph over the eiiemy> which 
has been gained by thdu* retreat, leaving in 
their batteries, four cannon sixteen pounders, 
three twelve pounders, two nine-inch how- 
itzers, the greater part of their park^ and 
a considerable number of prisoners, in our 
power, if th^ powerfiil hand of the Supreme 
Being had not, assisted me. 

'* Return to your houses-*— take rest after 
your fatigues ; and to-morrow repair to the 
church, where Te Deum shall be sung in 
Thanksgiving. 

"Francisco de Copoks. 

*' Tarifa, Jan. 5, 1812." 



NOTES- 



Note(l), p,6. 



The calezas in Spain resemble more the ca- 
briolets in France, than the gigs in Englai^, 
although thejr partake of the nature of both. 
They are made to contain two persons, and are 
prodded with a head which ascends or descends 
at j)leasure. The driver sits on the near shaft 
of the caleza, with his feet hanging down in such 
a manner as to frighten an inexperienced tra- 
veller, lest they should be grazed by the whed. 
He guides the horse more by his voice thao 
-either his reins or whip. 

Note (2), p. IS- 

Besides the custom of adding the diminutive 
termination to the names of ladies maitioned in 
Notfs (2), vol. L many names are entirely altered 
in the diminutive, in a manner even more striking 
than in English. Joseb is called Pepa^ to which 

)r5 
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the diminutive terminations are again added, 
making PepitOj PepUloj &c. &c. Josef, the mas- 
culine^ is altered into Pepe, in the same way ; 
Fransisca^ is moie into^Frasquita, and also Paca; 
and Fransisco in the same manner into Pros- 
qvito and Paco, Maria de la Concepcion is 
called Ckmcepcumcita and Conchita; Micaela 
makes Chilina ; and* there are a great number of 
others which equaU; vsiryjrom the iiameitse]lf»^ 

Note ^S), p. 35. 

. << Saiu4y Pe^taSf^' is o|i»^f those qimiot exr 
jiressioas with, which -th^/copversati^a of the 
<lms lof people whicb id' b^fe described so frer 
^^qtly abounds; literally Mandated it is 
^ health and ihilUmgs" In tal^us^; with, these 
|peopl% althdvlg^ ' wl^kut . ih^y say may be trifling 
and uninteresting in its^Jf^. it g^eraUy promotes 
hilarity and good humour, from the agreeable 
turn which they^ve it,|3y means of the intro* 
ductions of popular phrases, wliich are not un- 
fsequaally applied with a good deal of .wit. 
The miiltipltdity of these sayings; : prevoottSi . Ae 
Use oE theai from being attended :(fcdth4kiy diffi- 
culty. The dictiomary compiled /by the Spahisfc 
iicademy gives' ekplanatioiis of'a'gr&t yaidefy 



NOTES. 251 

of these phrases, wluch renders it mie of the 
most tfttttnng books in the language ; in referring 
to it, it is almost impossible to close it, after ob- 
taining the information sought for ; the attention 
is sure to be attracted with the quaintness or the 
wit of some of these sayings, which are to be met 
with in almost every page. In the conversations 
whidi follow the meeting of AlVarez with Pedro 
Romero,' an attempt is made to illastratetbe 
manner in which they are applied by the com* 
mon people; but it can hardly be perfectly un* 
derstoo4 by those who are unacquainted witb 
the language, as it is scarcely possible to trani^ 
bte the most of these rinfronesy as. they are caiQed^ 
4nto any other language. 

Note (4), p. 41. 

The story here told is one which is related as. 
having actually happened to a young lady of 
SetviUe, afterwards married to the gendemaa 
w3io was her partner in the adv€!ftture. It » 
general^ known aild confidently spdcen of as 
truth. DeKcBcy however required a slight al- 
lersAoB ih ithe derumement of the story, as the 
medidne actually prqMired for the monk, and 
admiaiijtered nstead tothe lover, wasof a differehi 
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nature Grom that here Vl^scribed^ and was taken 
in the manner in which medicine is moit fire^ 
qnently giten in Spain, by means of.a syringe. 
The reader will perceive the necessity of th0 
alteration. 

Note (5), p. 42. 

Images of saints are more frequently placed 
m the streets in Seville than in any other parts 
of Spain. They generally occupy niches in the 
houses^ and the cases which contain them are 
lighted up at night. They are never passed 
without a reverend bow, and a prayer accom* 
4>aaied by the sign of the cross ; and the more 
devout people occupy a great portion of their 
time in playing beibre them. 

Note (6), p. 45. 

« * ' 

The custom of sleeping after dinner is I 
believe common to all warm climates. In the 
^ttth of i^pain, the Siesta is universal. The 
general dinner hour is firom two tp three, and the 
two. hours from four to six are devoted to sleep. 
Those who do not sleep, nevertheless throw 
themselves upon their beds, and employ them- 
selves in reading, &c. Sec. The consequence is 



that the streets are gaiiemlljr dk^t and deserted^ 
and^the siesta time thus becomes the most appro- 
priate hour for carrying on the intrigues in ^hich 
the inhabitants of that part of the country par- 

a 

ticularly are so continually engaged. 

r ■ '1 

» 

Note(7)> p. 52. ''; * 

The cathedral of Seville is one of the finest 
buildings in Spain. The tow^ built on one 
side of it, is higher than the steeple of St. Paul's ; 
and the giralda^ or weathercock, in the form pf 
an armied female figure, is colossal, and qf enorr 
mous weight, being made of brass; yet is. so 
poised as to turn easily witJi the wind. r 

\ • ! ■ 

Note' (8), p. 77. 

The Spanish peasants wear a leathern girdle 
under their dothes, in which they carry their 
money whenever they travel ; besides this they 
all wear a red sash about their waists over their 
diothes, which is sufficiaitly long to go threes 
ibiir, and even five times round. them, the exr 
temal end of which is. formed into a lund of 
purser where they deposit the money diey r^ 
quire for the expenses of their journey. The 



854 KOTS& 

nukiey hemg confined totfae end <tf th 
«ritig) it » tucked into the other folds. 



Not^ (9), p. 81. 

The Alcazar, or royal palace at Seville, is a 
▼eiy beautifiil building; amcHigst other things 
it is celebrated for its garden, which, however, is 
more remafkd^ tor the ^iltaiB& and water 
works Wiili whieh it is deooratedj thail for the 
beauty of its arrangement. Tber^ are ■ a variety 
cfjeftes feau; but the most singular and beiEuiiifiil 
eflhet is produced l^ a grtot ndtnber of pip(B% 
which alrje laid on bodi sides of ihe whole 6f the 
walk% of a particular compartment of the garden* 
of considerable size, with apertures at the dis- 
tance of from th]^^ to four feet asunder. Upon 
allowing the water to run from the grand reser- 
voir into these (Hpes, it is geeted from each of 
theapertnres, and'iising t9^the height of seven 
or. eight feet, &Us in drops up<Mi the walk, ceosa- 
ing' the sinream ascending fixim: the corresponding 
apeilXire on the other side.' Thic walka aie i^ 
psved'wiih li^ square bricks, a litde saised in 
the centre,' by which means the water is reoo&- 
•veyedinto thepip^s, which are hid under rows 
of box.}|Bd! borders of AosveiB. There is' a.ooQ^ 
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partment in the xoyal g«^dehs at Aranjuez, 
which is similarly arranged,, and wl^ich was 
formerly, a fashionable promenade, duriiig.tbe 
residence of the royal family at the palac^. 
Upon these occasions the present King of Spain, 
when a boy, used to amuse himself by turning 
the single cock by which all thes^ pipies wer^ 
filled, and was deUghted to see the confusion 
excited in the promenadeiBuponbeing overtaken 
by this unexpected shower bath, from which 
there was no eaempfs without r oiinhig the gauntlet 
of the whole gavdbn. . 



Note (10), p. 83. . 

In the theatres in Spain, one of th^ ntltiitoai 
dances is always introduced between the play 
and the fiurce^ and is too a^active a part of the 
performance ever, to be. pn^itted. The multi- 
plicity of these dances affi>rdsa sufficient va^et^ 
in the choice, to prevent the too frequent rep^ 
titign oi the same. Previous to the rising of the 
curtain, the dancers announce their preparation 
by playing on their castagnets, the sound of 
which has an instantaneous effect upon the au- 
dieiice^ who witness this part of their ev^ng's 
cmuflement with enthusiastic delight. 
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Note (11), p.9B. 

The description of Medellin here given is but 
loo correct. The battle which marked npon the 
page of history the name of this town destroyed 
its actual) in creating its historical existence. It 
no longer holds the rank as a town which it did 
preViotu to this event. 

Note (12), p. 102. 

> 

He conversafion with respect to the shaving 
Kere recited, took place as nearly verbatim as 
my memory can recall it. The poor peasant 
had no idea, that it was possible to make him- 
self independent of the contracting barber by 
shaving himself. 

> 
Note (13), p. 107. 

The afflicting story here related is perfectly 
true, and was told me by the father of the three 
young men himselfj^ in conducting me over the 
field of the battle of Medellin. 

Note (14) p. 114. 

It will hardly be believed thai for the truth of 
the circumstance here related, I haive the aa* 
2 
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thority of the author of ike reqaisitum himself. 
He wa« a captnin ot light dragoons' in the 
French army, a Belgian by birth, who after iJxe 
ca[Htulation of Paris in 1814, retired to his own 
country and entered into its service, where hb 
held the rank of captain of hussars. When 
the British army was in Belgium, previous to. the 
battle of Waterloo, I remained some time in 
the. town where his raiment was (juartered^ 
liad chance broi^ht me repeatedly into the 
society of its oflSioers* He was not a little proud 
of his fluency in the Spanish language ; and used 
to make a display of his knowledge of it, and of 
his information, on Spanish subjects, uiideiv 
standing that I had resided some time in Spain. 
Delicacy for his fedings induced me to avoid 
hinting at the horrors which I had seen on the 
toute of the French army through that country ; 
but he himself introduced the subject. He re- 
lated to me the circumstance which I have 
here recited, as a frolic, that he and his two brc^ 
ther officers had praictised to relieve themselves 
from the ennui of their situations, when occu- 
pying a post c^ communicatioii ; and the requi- 
sition is written in the jocose ironical style in 
which he himself repeated it to me. I have 
made no alteration whatever in his story, except 
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ihiit of pladng tlie s^iieof it in Estremadara 
instead of Aragon, wheie^ aocording to Mm, it 
leally happened. Should this circumstance be 
considered too atrocious to be true, I have only 
to say, that the man who could boast of such an 
acdon, would have very little scruple in com- ^ 
mitting it, were he in a situation where an op^ 
portunity should offer itself. But I am con- 
vinced that the troth of it will not be doubted 
by any person who was engaged in the penin- 
sular campaigns, and who must consequently 
have becon^ iamfliarixed with scenes of cruelty 
performed by the Frendoi armies, eqiial in horror 
-to this. 

Note (15), p« 124. 

The destruction of the village of Las Casas 
del Puerto, in the valley of Almaraz, took place 
in the manner, but not at the time here related. 
It happened immediately previous to the battle 
of Talavera, in July, 1 809. 

Note (I6X p* 125- 

When a division of the French army took up 
the ground for a bivouac, their usual manner of 
proceeding was to procure aU the articles of 
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Anrnitiire lliey required horn tlie nearest vtDage 
or heases, whidi were Tery speedily employed 
to ke^p up tiieir fires, whenerer all the doors, 
wmdows, and portable beams of tbe nearest 
houses were consumed, unless they could readily 
procure an abundant stock of wood upon the 
ground. The destruction of outhouses, &c. is 
sometimes unavoidably necessary for this pur- 
{)ose, in cases where there are no standing trees, 
w other means of obtaining fire-wood within a 
reasonable distance from the ground of encamp- 
ment. During the retreat from Burgos, the 
British army have sometimes been under the 
necessity of demolishing small houses, to pro- 
cure sujQScient wood to enable them to cook 
their provisions, when no other 'means ofiered 
itself of obtaining' wood, within a distance at 
which the soldiers could bring it after a hard 
day's march ; but then no- more was taken than 
ivas absolutely necessary for this purpose whereas 
the French soldiers were inr the habit of making 
a wanton waste of this destructive fire-wood^ 
widiout consideration of the misery they entailed 
upon the unhappy proprietors of the houses 
they destroyed, or the iumiturethey demolished. 
After the battles of Salamanca and Vitoria, and 
ih many out«{)ost a&iris &e French bivouacs have 
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been found in the exact state in whidi they were 
^xxupiedy fomisbed from the neighbouring 
houses, and remnants of doors, chairs, tables, 
&C. &c. composing the fuel of their uneaoin- 
guished fires. 

Note (17), p. 132. 

The fate of Felix's father is the relation of a 
fact which actually occnred, with the aggrava- 
tion of the additional circumstance, that the 
victim was hanged in the presence of his &mily. 

Note (18), p. 166. 

The Levants, or east wind, is one of themo^ 
dreadful inconveniences of a residence on the 
coast of the south of Spain. It is a searchir^ 
dry wind, which it is impossible to exclude from 
the bouses, and which almost prevents the pofr- 
sibility of leaving them: the columns of sand 
and dust which it raises are too strong, and too 
thick, to be encountered without real dan^r ; 
#o much so, that the narrow road from Cadiz to 
the Isla is perfectly impassable during the con* 
tinuance of this wind, and no sum of money 
will tempt a calesero to make the jouri]^ey. In 
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diort^ it resembles in almost every particular the 
Sorocco of the East. 



Note (19), p. 167. 

m 

This is the usual manner of salutation in 
Spain. " A los pies de vmi^^ " at your feet " are 
the words with which a gentleman accosts a 
lady, or the compliment with which he qnit^ 
her. The lady's answer to a gentleman is that 
which is here put into the month of Ismena, 
'* I kiss your hand, sir," hesQ de vmdla memo. — 
The expression which follows also, ^^ the house 
is at his service,^* is the usual form of giving a ge- 
neral invitation, than which no other is necessary 
to enable the person invited to attend the tertu&t 
of the lady who gives the invitation. " Esta 
casa esta a la disposition de vmd^^\ this house 
is at your disposition. • 

Note (20), p. 1 7$. 

The politeness of' the forms of speech made 
use of in the common intereouirs^ 'of society is 
kept up throughout all its classes, as well 
towards inferi(»rs as eiquals: on unsuccessful 
beggar is never dismissed by a Spaniard without 
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an apology ; ^* perdojm vmd " ^^ pardon me/' if^ 
the common phrase of refiisaL 

Note (21), p. 185, 

Both this instance of misplaced wit and that 
which follows it are fact. 



Note (22), p. 189. 

4 

The wuamefr of thiowing the cloak at the feet 
of their sweetheatts was an old custom amongst 
the g^tanofi, and low Spaniards. The lady's 
passing over -it was an acceptance of the homage 
thus rendered her. Manolo does this before 
his mistress, in the celebrated farce already re- 
ferred to. 

Note (23), p. 198. 

The following are the redondillas, or couplets 
of Quevedo, of which these lines are a trans- 
lation. 

A ORFEO. 

Mi faifienio el Trade Orfeo 
Su ttittger baxi6 i buscar ; . 

Que no pudo i, peor lugar 
Uerarletm mal deaeo. 
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Canto, y al mayor tormenta 
Puso suspencion y espanto 
Maa que lo dulce del canto 
La novedad'del intento 

El Dios adusto ofendido, 
Con un estrano rigor, 
La pena que hallo mayor 
Fuc volverle a ser Marido. 

y aunque su muger le dio 
Por pena de su pecado, 
Por premio de lo cantado 
Perderla facUitd. 

Note (24), p. 201 . 

The authority for the truA of this guerill* 
incident is an article in a Spanish newspaper 
published at Cadiz, purporting to be a ktter 
from Seville, relatbg the circumstance. Tie 
article is as follows, 

'' Iluminacion comertida en chamusquina. 

« Sevilla, 12 de enero— El dia 22 de Deoembre 
llegaron aqui una porcion de empleados galo- 
hispano« v^idos de Madrid, entre ellos elln- 
tendeute de esU Casa de Moaeda ; todo estsba 

1 
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preparado para recibir al tal Senor en publico 
el dia seguiente ; pero se anticipo la ilumina- 
cion, pues al amanecer de este dia aparicio 
ardiendo la casa dela Moneda y principalmente 
la babitacion del novel Intendente que bubo de 
saltar dela cama acosado del fuego PatrioticoJ* 

CoKCiso, SO of January, 1812, 6 ano 5 
'de la gloriosa lucha del pueblo Espand 
contra la tirania. 

Year 5 of the glorious resistance of the 
Spanish people against tyrany. 

Note (25), p. 208. 

This singular and, if autbentic, interesting 
docuinent appeared in tbe Conciso, a Cadiz 
newspaper:, of the 24 tb Aug. 18]^, and is stated 
by tbe ; editor to have been found on the day of 
the battle of Barrosa, in the little .town of Conil, 

situated upon the coast between Tarifa and 
Cadiz, and in the immediate proximity of the 
field of battle.. I have translated it literally 
from the above-mentioned journal, having only 
altered the date to make it agree with the time 
when Felix is supposed to intercept it, and I will 
here subjoin the original Spanish, as it appears 
in the Concido: 
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f<,Goica^: desde .qw V. E. me haao saber 
1» intenciofies de S. M. d EoafMandor y vqr is 
eiD{icender la xoaiqi^data de laBcostos be^beriseasy 
para limpiar el Mediterraneo de los piratas que 
1q ittfiestau y demas db^etos qui aepcopoae S. M. 
L xio be /oesado de farocumrme qoantes indaga* 
icioBeib avJmw j 4iolioia8 ppdieran aer con^^e* 
fid«RtaB|)amefileitttere6aiiteplan. Gpjni ultimo 
pG^go wmdo a ConSi fior .d >cQBsario de Gha** 
pod xemhi una idea >geoeral de ^etle imperio de 
Mamieooa, de .sus mioiatras, fainQckos, &c. que 
puede coedyttirar ittucho alfeliz eadtode la pronta 
conquista de este pats^ siempce queae d^buett 
giro al e^pirku publico delosmoEos para que 
no hag^ opottcioDy .uendo este d 4Qico ob* 
sUculo ^que hay que i^oioer por no haber mag 
attediois de dirigiirlo que d de la imprenta, la 
qual .autre osta gente birbara no produceria 
niugunefecto* TaoibieD adverti quan conve* 
Bi^te a^ia que se.^viasea & Manrueoos algunos 
iqgenieros francesea en oomisiones fingidas 6 
dirfrazadasy para que recorriesen los mgores 
pantos de desembarco y sacasen planes exactos 
de los puertos y puntos de defensa. Mis conoci- 
mientos en este particular nendo mui Umitadas^ 
aeria mui oportuaa esta disposicion : remlto sin 
amhargo a V. E. el plan de Tagger y de estaa 

VOL. II. N 
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costas hasta Arzilla segun las observadones de 
mi corta capacidad, con algunas otras adverteh- 
das que piieden ser cohducentes para lin objeto 
de taDta consideracion. 

. " Por este plan conocera V. E. quan arries*^ 
gado seria intentar un desembarco en la playa 
de la bahia de Tanger (No 5), pues las Baterias 
de ' las Higueras (No 4), las de la Alcaasiba 
(No 1 ), y las del Castillo de Tanger viejo (No 3), 
cruzisndose sus fuegos, podrian causar mucho 
danoy malograr la empresa; tambien seria algo 
perjudicial la bateria de la punta Menar (No 2), 
^o meoos que la del mu^elle. 

EoiAtencion a estos observaciones parece'que 
de ningun modo convendra dirigir esta empresa 
por el Esirecho tanto por las expresadas dificul- 
itades como porque estando Tanger a la vista de 
jTarifa y Gibraltar, podian nuestros enemigos 
facilmente frustrar el plan. Pero hay otro 
punto adequado y de facil ocasion por donde 
un desembarco no presenta ningun obstaculo: 
pasado Cabo Espartel en la costa hasta Arcilla 
se descubre una playa mui capaz y en ella la her- 
mita de Sidi Caseh (No 8.); y este sitio sin 
defensa ni obstacula facilitarla la empresa : de^ 
sembarcadas alli, las tropas pudieran dirigif^e 
^obre Tanger y conducir artilleria de campaSa 
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por permttirlo el terreno y camino; atacada 
por tierra ei^ta ciadad poco 6 ningana seria la 
resistencia que hiciese; y tornado ya este punto 
serviria de centro para dirigirse sobre TetuaD) 
Ceuta, &c. 

^^ Uno de los medios mas eficaces para la con* 
quista de estos paises seria introducir la disen* 
^ion.entre las provincias; hay machas de ellas 
que ofrecea en este particular una perspectiva 
lisonjera. La provincia de £lxeyena la sospecho 
fironta a cooperar en favor de nuestros'desig- 
nios: S. M. el emperador y rey conocio en 
Egipto a Muley Selema, principe muy adicto 4. 
S. M. I. y a nuestro partido: los habitantes de 
Elxeyena sostuviercHi & Selema contra Soliman ; 
y aunque por ultimo foeron esclayizados por 
este emperador^ conservan el reseutim^itOy y 
por consiguiente podremos contar con la cooper- 
ration de aquellos naturales, siempre que por 
medio de confidentes fiiesen preparados para ello, 
maxime si en este plan se puede hacer entrar 
este principe, lo que no ser& dificil, haciendole 
promesas lisongeras. 

^^ La provincia de Aytimor. con todas Ia.s 
montaiias de Muley Dris, 6 inmediaciones de 
Mesquinez ofrecen tambien buenas esperanzas 
de que se levantariin contra su actual gobierno y 

N 2 
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atottiito DiMBtf o partido; Ids habitMiteB eoulttti 
el mayor tegeatkniesko cootn el'prvceder dt 
M Eaiperadery qtdeii conaemni Mcnpfr «fi««r* 
nufed devtm rebeiMft de flqwdlt pnyriadii loi 
qoales nielven ii su pais, saliendo elloa poi^ UM 
pnerta j entrMnbr per irttia lot Aa^ot ^ se 
emriilii* 

, '< Los fiAidoKaa 6 Ahbn de laa InoalaiaB d« 
F^ kttsca Ti<t«te^ y ka dd itiff mr podriit 
aauioa d^ ahraaar qnidqiiiar portido conlra d 
gobMna iBRMrn)^, por haUavK flfempi^ dttaon^ 
lentOB comra d, y soloi deaNoritH haB&r ocaaion 
deTvngane^ 

<* Loa iadbaa dd Bey de Miacara deaeii^ 
aiempw saoadir d jirig6 do an taraihfi y da .A^gdL 
Hacisiido qaa las parlidanot qua se famiC B i en 
aqudkM sitaoa conbtean ans opaiaOioBeB ison ks 
faafc aa ddi emparadar da MafrosooSf oon 1» 
pviavcani# da Alariiijw y deiklaa coflMigeari A 
^i^^tmXbm firbuterasy sa poMa e^^drsr mia^ gvaii 
eftfTMietsoia fan ia a Ua k tan asomferosa aiv- 
firtooy qufe iko (yOdiHaf orfmn de Inadar deiaai 
todo el comercio del Meditemiieo ek gam p«>- 
joicio de ioa Ingie^aa; paniculannente eAta- 
blafido iaitelUgeifcia earn A Mi^abtxto Sid Abdci- 
ead^ qua ae€oaka«&t^ da haSa M Ioa «aiadds 
del Ba^ de MHacara y ^mpte pf&ptfMi^ i t$btir 
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contra Muley Soliman^ tanto por ambicion 
como por el resentikniento qu^e conserva contra 
este soberano. 

^^ Con el auxilio de buenosconfidentesy.de 
planes sacados por ingenieros h^biles, esta em- 
presa ofreceria miii pocos obstacidos para que 
.las tropas del emperador y rey cpnquistaisen en 
breve tiempo todo este pais, 6 a lo menos lo 
principal de A. Tornado Cadiz, como asi 
mismo Tarifa, y formadas alii dos expediciones 
para desembarcar en la playa de Sidy Casen, la 
empresa no ofrece mas obstdculo que el burlar 
la vigilancia de los Ingleses ; y una ,vez hecho el 
desembarco era mui facil la conquista de Tanger 
y otros puertos antes que los moros tuviesen 
tiempo de reunirse para hacer algun resistencia^ 
que solo podra reducirse & incomodar, mas no 
suficiente para contener en sus empresas d tropas 
aguerridas. . 

' " Todd el exito de este proyecto depende de la 
. actividad de los agentes que se envien d este pais 
para introducir la disension entre las provincias 
contra el emperador Muley Soliman : las dispo- 
siciones de algunas de ellas como queda expre^ 
sado, son las mas fayqrables; y pr6cedien|}p 
cstos requisitos y evitando las esquadras en0n4** 

]5f 3 
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gas lA e m pr ea o ptvttnta poclui di£id&dft% y tl 
raniltado rentqas iitoaloalriilef • 

'* En Tetuan ae halla ya listo el htaeo de 
Bentrib (d6 qctt hM€ to tni filtiino despaciio), y 
pareoe esli r^sdeko i dar la yela pam Maradk 
con difefciMieB meroancios. Mr. Yillldt 7 in 
fiuniKa^ omno dbce en mi tidma, se dctarmiBati 
A pMrtir en elte buqiie. Soy &c« 

«' Tanker 16 de Aik^ 
de ISIO. 

Note (46)^ p. fiSD« 

Hie report of this story found its way to Cadiz, 
and was the subject of conversation at the time 
it happened in many societies^ where the unfor- 
tunate lady to whom it occurred was known« 

Note (2Y), p* 225. . 

This n^hap^jy ciitum^tice actually }^p« 
ptoed, and sereral bf the fugitives from Tar!& 
{)i6iriBhed« Pieces of the rock not unfrequently 
A^tirt^ diitesdv^ fhntt the gnetit in^UNi on ths 
H^diterratieati sid^, and temiy of the fishert^si^'s 
tetl hate isttObn^ froih tiiMr fbR t the piece by 
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whieh this mifi^faief was done wm of more Iheti 
Of^iiAry siagoiuide. 

Note (28), p- 226. 

The Spanish journals during the Revoloti^xi^ 
wheaev^ they had ocoasion to mention the name 
of Joseph) with bis usurped title of King^ ex- 
pressed tbrir ridicule of his mock royahy by 
inviting the Icftters of the word i?^. King: 

Note (id), p. 2S1. 

Many instances occurred of the infmor gene- 
rals of the French army requiring dinners in 
the manner here related ; and the circumstance 
which follows, the requisition for a ball, is an 
exact narrative of what took place in a small 
town in Biscay^ as related to the author by a 
lady who was one oi those invito and present at 
the balL 

Note (30), p, 245. 

This incident reaemUes in all its principal 
poiats an anecdote which is credibly rdated in 
die British army, as haying occurred to one of 

7 
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its olBScers. . The Spanish guerilla who rescued 
him, is said to have refuse^ to inform him of his 
name, or to receive any recompense for this 
service. 

Note (31), p, 247, , 

It' was satisfactorily proved that the French 
army, in its retreat from before Tarifa, after the 
repulse of their assault, did not takejvith them 
their heavy battefing train, which nevertheless 
was not found in the works abandoned. The 
inference drawn from these circumstances, and it 
was corroborated by prior observation, was that 
it had been buried, although the spot was not 
at the time discovered, and perhaps may still 
remain a secret. 

In the assault of Tarifa, the French soldiers 
individually behaved very gallantly; but they 
had difficulties to overcome, of which the least 
was their disheartened and wretched state, and 
perhaps the greatest was British valour. The 
ground immediately before the breach had been 
rendered soft and made almost mud, by the 
quantity of rain that had fallen, and conse- 
quently could not be quickly passed. One 
^officer displayed uncommon bravery, and having 
': mionmted the: breach made his way sword in 



NOTES!. 273 

hand into the town. He paid the price of his 
valour with his life; but on the following day 
the governor of the town sent his sword and his 
qiaulets to the French general, as a token of 
respect for the bravery of his conduct. 

Since the conclusion of the peace, chance 
has thrown lae into the company of an officer 
who was present at the siege of Tarifa ; and the 
account he gives of the iniserabla situation of the 
besi^ing army, exceeds even the distress which 
they were supposed by those^ within the walls to 
have su£Pered. He assured me that for several 
days the greater part of the army lived entirely 
upon oranges, with which the fertite valley of 
Tarifa abounds, and that the rinds of this fruit 
was the only sustenance given to the horses 
during the same time. 
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